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F irst  Pre sbyterian Church  

of  Perry  

Holy Week FUMC  6:45am 

Craft & Fellowship 

1:00 pm 

Sunday School   

9:30 am 

Worship 11 am  

FPC gives morning 

message at FUMC 

6:45am 

Finance meeting 
11am 
Maundy Thursday 

6pm 

Christian Education 
meeting  10:30 am 

Sunday School   

9:30 am 

Worship 11 am 

 

 

 

Sunrise service 

8 am 

Worship 11 am 

 

Craft & Fellowship 

1:00pm 

Tenebrae 6pm 

April  202 5  Calendar  

Easter Egg Hunt 

5pm 

Beach Bible Study 

9:30 am 

FPC Bible Study  

10:00 am 

Session meeting 

5:30pm 

Beach Bible  

Study 9:30 am 

FPC Bible Study  

10 am 

Beach Bible Study 

9:30 am 

FPC Bible Study  

10:00 am 

Prayer meeting  

9:30 am 

Soup for the Soul 

11:30 am 

Fellowship Supper  

5:45 pm 

Cong. Care meeting 

4pm 

Prayer meeting 9:30  

Soup for the Soul 

11:30 am 

Fellowship Supper 

5:45 pm 

Choir  7pm 

Prayer meeting  

9:30  am 

Soup for the Soul 

11:30 am 

No Fellowship Sup-

per 

Prayer meeting  

9:30  am 

Soup for the Soul 

11:30 am 

Fellowship Supper 

5:45 pm 

Choir  7pm 

Prayer meeting  

9:30  am 

Soup for the Soul 

11:30 am 

Fellowship Supper  

5:45pm 

Choir  7pm 

Sunday School   

9:30 am 

Worship 11 am 

 

Beach Bible Study 

9:30 am 

FPC Bible Study  

10:00 am 

Admin meeting 

4pm 

Fellowship 5pm 

Worship meeting  

6 pm 
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Friends--- 

Consider these words, “If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile, and you are still in your sins (1 Co-

rinthians 15:17).” 

Sobering words, aren’t they? 

As I write this “Pastor’s Point,” we are in Lent, still sifting through our lives, looking for what might require 

renewal, repentance, and rebirth. Soon, though, we will enter Holy Week, where we will prepare for three 

days that culminate in the resurrection of Jesus. Consider how different that first Easter morning was, when 

there were no crowds, no lilies, no hot cross buns, no hallelujahs, no trumpets, no glorias, and no joy. There 

was a burial detail of women, nothing more.  

How many women depends on which gospel you read. These women were on a mission to anoint Jesus' 

body, because it had not been done before his burial. A loud tremor disturbs their mission as an angel comes 

and rolls back the stone, then sits on it. This angel, clothed in brilliant white, looks like lightning. As guards 

quake in their sandals, the angel says to the women, “do not be afraid; I know you are looking for Jesus who 

was crucified. But he is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come see the place where he lay.” The 

angel then encourages the women to go and tell Jesus' disciples that Jesus has gone ahead to Galilee and will 

meet them there. But note that even had the story ended there, the fact is proclaimed that Jesus is raised. The 

tomb is empty. Despite the women's awe, death has no last word on Jesus; this is why the story goes on and 

on. 

Good stories have the power to change lives and change history. We all have stories to tell. We have stories 

to tell about how God redeems us, claims us, forgives us, changes us, uses us, and blesses us as we follow, 

worship, serve, obey, and love God. When we tell our stories, others hear how God is not a character in our 

story but rather we are characters in God's story. God sends us to tell God's story, which others experience as 

“the Gospel according to You.” Others have heard the Holy Gospel of Lord Jesus Christ according to St. 

Mark, Matthew, Luke, and John…now, others hunger to hear the Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ ac-

cording to You. This is not the end, in the garden, at the tomb, or even in the New Testament; that is only 

the beginning. The story goes on and on through folks like me and folks like you. So, when the time is right, 

“Go and tell the good news that Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!” 

We pray: God of mercy, we no longer look for Jesus among the dead, for he is alive and has become the Lord 

of life. From the waters of death, you raise us with him and renew your gift of life within us. Increase in our 

minds and hearts the risen life we share with Christ, and help us to grow as your people toward the fullness 

of eternal life with you, through Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. Amen. (BCW, Great Vigil)  

Peace---JDB+ 

A Letter From Our Pastor 
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 I have recently found myself, as I often do during any liturgical season outside of ordi-
nary time, reflecting on how music can help us enter more fully into the current season. Or, 
when I am not particularly enjoying the season we are “celebrating”, how it can help me 
mentally abandon that season. 40 days of Lent is about 39 days more than I care to spend 
reflecting on my personal inability to perform my way through the pearly gates. I do think 
this is somewhat of a common human condition though. We don’t like to sit in our own un-
comfortable emotions or realities. And oftentimes, we don’t like to be with others in theirs, 
either. Or, we “enjoy” being with others, but only to the extent it blinds us to our own bro-
kenness and need.   
 

I was driving in the car today, one second reflecting on the solemnness of Lent and my 
deep need for Jesus. And, as if an instinct had kicked in, ten seconds later I found myself 
jamming to a pop song, then a country song, then to Christian radio (quickly changed be-
cause I didn’t like that song), then to classic rock. I can neither tell you what any of these 
songs were nor what spiritual thought they interrupted. Apparently one that I wanted to get 
away from.  
 

Which leads to my musical reflection of sorts for the month: How are we allowing the music 
we listen to during this season to draw us deeper into our faith? How are we allowing music 
to drown out our mental unrest so that we can pretend it doesn’t exist? Maybe you have al-
ready risen above these two scenarios which I often find myself vacillating between.  
 

If you are reading this, then I know that much like my heart, you have tender places in your 
own heart. Places that hurt that no one sees. Places that you wonder if God is ever going to 
alleviate whatever physical, emotional, or spiritual pain you have been experiencing. While I 
do not personally enjoy being with my own brokenness, Lent affords me 40 days to feel like 
it is perfectly OK to be exactly as I am.  
 

Here are some songs that speak to my heart when I am feeling emotionally “Lent-y”. Maybe 
they will speak to yours, too! Please know this is not a listening “to-do” list. I encourage you 
to listen to the one that the Holy Spirit draws you to.  
 

The Garden (by Kari Jobe), Seasons (by Hillsong Worship), Before The Throne of God 
Above (by Selah), Psalm 27 (One Thing ; by Shane & Shane), I Shall Not Want (Audrey As-
sad), Goodness of God (Bethel Music). 
 
Leah Metzger 
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During Holy Week, First Presbyterian Church will have the following 

opportunities for worship and fellowship. Please join us as we prepare 

to celebrate our Risen Savior. 

 

 

April 13, 2025} Palm Sunday Service @ 11:00am  

April 13, 2025} Palm Sunday Lessons & Hymns @ 6:00 

pm 

 

 

April 14th—18th Holy Week service is held at FUMC at 

6:45am. First Presbyterian will give the message on 

Thursday, April 19th 

April 17, 2025} Maundy Thursday Service @ 6:00pm  

April 18, 2025} Good Friday Service (Tenebrae) @ 6:00pm 



 5 

April Birthdays 

Al Wolfkill— April 9  Ella Caruso— April 19 

Katie King—April 10  Tuckie Maultsby— April 22 

Hailey Torres— April 11  Rachel Poppell — April  26 

Mitchell Worthy— April 12 David Culpepper— April 30 

Bobby Harper— April 14  

April Anniversaries 

Eli & Ashley Biddy— April 8 

John & Harriett Bryant—April 9 

Saturday, April 19, 2025} Easter Egg Hunt @ 5:00pm 

& Dinner with Pound Cake Cookoff @ 6:00pm 

April 20,2025} EASTER SUNDAY 
 

Sunrise Service @ 8:00am & Breakfast@ 9:00am 

Easter Morning Service @ 11:00am 

(breakfast is provided) 


