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August Birthdays
Anniversaries

Zachary Wiggins— August 3

Eric Ratliff— August 10

Emma Campbell— August 11

Alice Farrell— August 11

Polly Kincaid— August 13

Peggy Eckel—August 20

Vivian Howie—August 21

Elena Torres— August 22

Mary Lou Bennett—August 23

Margaret Poppell—August 24

Janice Musgrove—August 28

Jonathan Lincoln—August 31

Tom & Marcy Fletcher—August 19

Larry & Judy Neal— August 21
Bob & Christine Lutz— August 30

Joey & Juanita Ratliff—- August 31




A Letter From Our Pastor

Friends,

One of the greatest blessings of this congregation is your profound commitment to Jesus Christ and your passion
for reaching people. Each person’s commitment is unique, just as our approaches to sharing the Gospel differ.
Remember, uniformity is not necessary for unity; we often mistakenly seek to impose unity by enforcing uni-

formity, which never truly works.

On July 20, 2025, the Session approved an internship for Jamie Poppell, who is diligently pursuing an MDiv de-
gree through Regent University while completing her final five classes. The objectives of this internship are clear:
a) for the intern to explore pastoral identity, and b) for the congregation to provide meaningful, challenging, and

joyful real-life ministry opportunities.

This internship encompasses 200 contact hours, including worship planning, worship practice, Bible teaching, ser-
mon crafting, and preaching. Importantly, this internship does not indicate that we are engaged in a process with
the Presbytery of St. Augustine’s call commission; it is not affiliated with the PCUSA. Think of it as akin to a stu-

dent teacher gaining practical experience in a local school.

The Session embraced this discernment through four guiding principles: 1) Let love guide our choices, rooted in
God’s love. We should experience that love within ourselves, reflecting our devotion to our Creator. 2) Consider
the perspective of someone you don’t know and wish for their success and fulfillment. What guidance would you
offer them to honor God and deepen their faith if they faced the same decision? Apply that same wisdom to
yourself. 3) Visualize yourself on your deathbed, pondering how you wish to reflect on your decisions. This per-
spective will illuminate your present choices. 4) Contemplate how you will feel on Judgment Day, focusing on the

decisions that will fill you with joy later, allowing this reflection to steer your choices today.

Though members of the congregation will hold differing opinions about this internship, this difference of opinion
itself is a gift, encouraging us to embrace unity even amidst our differences. Throughout history, God’s church
has thrived in unity while often being manifold in expression, illustrated by the existence of over 200 Christian
denominations in the U.S. and more than 45,000 worldwide. Our true unity is in Jesus alone, not in sharing identi-

cal views.

As we embark on this short internship, consider: a) why God established the church and what lessons God wants
us to teach through our congregation, b) pray for God to foster our sense of unity through Jesus alone, and help
us to keep that as our focus, to c) discern the good gifts God may bring to FPC through this internship, while

preparing our hearts to embrace them.

We pray: O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths yet un-
trodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only
that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

(Prayer from Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978)

God bless,
JDB+




Notes and Reminders

The Administration Committee recently prioritized the top ten maintenance/repair items. They
are:

Repair sinking patio bricks.

Repair/replace church signs (almost completed).

Power wash beige bricks of Fellowship Hall building,

Clean the Fellowship Hall gutters and downspouts- DONE.

Clean out storage closets and make necessary repairs-DONE.

Replace all exterior door mats- severe draining issue.

Repair/Replace sanctuaty soffit.

Finish installing sanctuary lights- Chancel area.

Install awning over rear sanctuary doors- to prevent flooding.

Replace daycare exterior doors.
Many church attendees would love to complete the necessary church items themselves. Howev-
et, due to various reasons, it’s not wise to pursue the physical and demanding task (s). Would you
like to donate funds towards a specific area? Please speak to Bobby Harper, Margaret Poppell, or
Michael McMillan if you have any questions and/or comments to share.

People of God, by God’s Sovereign, Almighty Hand, we are seed scattered and sown. And in this season, it is
now time to say farewell to Marilyn and David Culpepper, who sense God’s Hand leading and guiding them in a
new direction for themselves. We love them and are thankful for their faithfulness, commitment, and leadership,
and for time shared at First Presbyterian Church. Now, we send them forth with a blessing asking that the Lord
bless and keep them; the Lord make his face shine upon them and be gracious to them. The Lord look upon

them with favor and give them peace both this day and forever. Amen.

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 837 Perry, FL FPC Website: www.firstpresperry.org



