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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5
Beach Bible Study Prayer meeting Office Closed
9:30 am 9:30 am
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Worship 10 am Beach Bible Study Prayer meeting Finance meeting
9:30.am 9:30 am 11am
Admin meeting
4pm
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Worship 10 am Beach Bible Study Prayer meeting
9:30 am 9:30 am
Session meeting
5:30pm
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Worship 10 am Beach Bible Study Prayer meeting
9:30 am 9:30 am
27 28 29 30 31
Worship 10 am Beach Bible Study Prayer meeting
9:30am 9:30am

July Birthdays

Eli Biddy—July 11

Joey Ratliff— July 21

Randy Speas— July 22

Cindy Brown—July 31

Judy Neal— July 12

Jan Perrine — July 22

Ben Whiddon—July 24

Charles Maultsby— July 31

July Anniversaries

Eric & Patricia Ratliff—July 7




A Letter From Our Pastor

Friends,

There is a message as timeless as it is faithful: we all find ourselves stuck. We lose sight of Jesus, find our-
selves stuck, find ourselves standing in our predicament, where, thankfully, our compassionate God sends
messengers to get us going again. In year C’s Ascension Day gospel, it seems Jesus ascends, whereupon the
disciples immediately throw a holy hillside hootenanny. Then, they quickly head to Jerusalem where they con-
tinue the hootenanny in the temple. (See Luke 24:51-53) Yet, thankfully, the author of Luke is also the author
of Acts, where we are given more of the story. Jesus ascends. And as Jesus ascends, “...they [the disciples]
were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said, “Men of Galilee,
why do you stand looking up toward heaven?” These two men appear to goad the disciples from the hillside
where we find them stuck, standing there, staring at the sky. To recap, the disciples experience a trauma
(Jesus leaving), they find themselves gazing (processing and healing takes time), they get caught up in their
gazing (standing, looking up), and God sends someone to get them moving. (See Acts 1:9-11)

In year C, after the Ascension reveals that transitions happen, that we all get stuck, and that we need help to
get ourselves moving again, we see that God sends messengers our way. These messengers ask us tough
questions. On the 7t Sunday in Easter, between Ascension Day and Pentecost Sunday, Jesus prays that we
may be one. And this brings us a truly uncomfortable question, “What part do we play in working for and
against the oneness for which Jesus prays?” We must own the parts we play to foster unity and to foment
disunity. “It is too embarrassing to name and own one’s deep failings,” says the late Reverend Dr. Walter
Brueggmann, for, “as long as they are unvoiced, we may be allowed to pretend it is not so.” To mature and to
heal, we must voice the truth that we are always sources of both unity and disunity, we must take ownership
of our situation, and we must realize that we are stuck, standing in our predicament, and we cannot free our-
selves. Yet, thankfully, God is always compassionate and faithful to send someone our way to free us and get
us moving.

Remember the words of Jesus, the words from the first reading on Ascension Day, the words about a prom-
ise of the Father, the Holy Spirit, and power. Pentecost Sunday meets us in our predicament, nudging us not
to be stuck on the hillside, not to despair that we are part and parcel of our own challenges, for the promised
gift of the Holy Spirit is ours! The Holy Spirit is here to make us one. Therefore, we have power for moving
forward, power to create unity, power to confess when we find ourselves agents of disunity, and the Holy
Spirit’s limitless power to keep us about the business of being Christ Jesus’ witnesses “to the ends of the
earth.” To be Christ Jesus’ witnesses is the business of Pentecost, and to be about it, we must keep moving,
must keep on the go, for Jesus ascended and no longer stands there on our hillside.

We pray: Holy One, when Christ ascended into heaven to reign with you in power and glory, you sent the
Spirit of truth to guide us into the way, the truth, and the life of Christ. Let your Spirit, our Advocate, guide
us still— preserving us from judgment, protecting us from sin, and leading us into righteousness, so that we
may testify to the good news: fullness of life and joy for all; through Jesus Christ our Savior and in the unity
of the Holy Spirit. Amen. (Book of C. W)

Peace,

JDB+
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