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Lenten Lessons and Hymns: Celebrating the Passion of Christ 

 

Prelude     Go to Dark Gethsemane  Rex Koury  

Processional   Call to Lent     Adapted by J. Jerome Williams

  

The Bidding 

P Dear People of God: The first Christians observed with great devotion the days of our Lord's 

passion and resurrection, and it became the custom of the Church to prepare for them by a 

season of penitence and fasting. This season of Lent provided a time in which converts to the 

faith were prepared for Holy Baptism. It was also a time when those who, because of 

notorious sins, had been separated from the body of the faithful were reconciled by penitence 

and forgiveness, and restored to the fellowship of the Church. Thereby, the whole 

congregation was put in mind of the message of pardon and absolution set forth in the Gospel 

of our Savior, and of the need which all Christians continually have to renew their repentance 

and faith. 

During this Holy Week, we therefore look first to Jerusalem, Christ’s triumphant entry, and 

the hosannas that bore him through the Holy City. Through the reading of scripture, the 

message of songs and hymns, and in our prayers, we walk with Christ through his passion and 

death in preparation for his glorious resurrection and ascension. 

Join me, People of God, as we walk with Christ. 

 

The First Lesson: Mark 11:1-10      The Triumphal Entry  

When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of Olives, 

he sent two of his disciples and said to them, ‘Go into the village ahead of you, and 

immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden; untie it 

and bring it. If anyone says to you, “Why are you doing this?” just say this, “The Lord needs it 

and will send it back here immediately.” ’ They went away and found a colt tied near a door, 

outside in the street. As they were untying it, some of the bystanders said to them, ‘What are 

you doing, untying the colt?’ They told them what Jesus had said; and they allowed them to 

take it. Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. Many 

people spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut in 

the fields. Then those who went ahead and those who followed were shouting, ‘Hosanna! 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed is the coming kingdom of our 

ancestor David! Hosanna in the highest heaven!’ 
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Congregational Hymn   Hosanna, Loud Hosanna   GTG 197 
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Prayer:  

Almighty and ever-living God, in your tender love for the human race you sent your Son our 

Savior Jesus Christ to take upon him our nature, and to suffer death upon the cross, giving us 

the example of his great humility: Mercifully grant that we may walk in the way of his suffering, 

and also share in his resurrection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Second Lesson: Mark 14:17-25       The Passover Meal  

When it was evening, he came with the twelve. And when they had taken their places and were 

eating, Jesus said, ‘Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me, one who is eating with me.’ They 

began to be distressed and to say to him one after another, ‘Surely, not I?’ He said to them, ‘It 

is one of the twelve, one who is dipping bread into the bowl with me. For the Son of Man 

goes as it is written of him, but woe to that one by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would 

have been better for that one not to have been born.’ While they were eating, he took a loaf of 

bread, and after blessing it he broke it, gave it to them, and said, ‘Take; this is my body.’ Then 

he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, and all of them drank from it. He 

said to them, ‘This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many. Truly I tell you, 

I will never again drink of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in the 

kingdom of God.’ 

Choral Hymn     In Remembrance of Me       

 

Prayer: 

Almighty Father, whose dear Son, on the night before he suffered, instituted the Sacrament of 

his Body and Blood: Mercifully grant that we may receive it thankfully in remembrance of 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who in these holy mysteries gives us a pledge of eternal life; and who 

now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Third Lesson: John 13:31-35       A New Commandment  

When he (Judas Iscariot) had gone out, Jesus said, ‘Now the Son of Man has been glorified, 

and God has been glorified in him. If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him 

in himself and will glorify him at once. Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You 

will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, “Where I am going, you cannot 

come.” I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, 

you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you 

have love for one another.’ 
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Congregational Hymn    Take My Life     GTG 697 v. 1, 2, 5, 6 
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Prayer: 

Almighty God, you alone can bring into order the unruly wills and affections of sinners: Grant 

your people grace to love what you command and desire what you promise; that, among the 

swift and varied changes of the world, our hearts may surely there be fixed where true joys are 

to be found; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 

  

The Fourth Lesson: John 13:1-20       The Foot Washing  

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from 

this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them 

to the end. The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray 

him. And during supper Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and 

that he had come from God and was going to God, got up from the table, took off his outer 

robe, and tied a towel around himself. Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash 

the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. He came to 

Simon Peter, who said to him, ‘Lord, are you going to wash my feet?’ Jesus answered, ‘You do 

not know now what I am doing, but later you will understand.’ Peter said to him, ‘You will 

never wash my feet.’ Jesus answered, ‘Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.’ Simon 

Peter said to him, ‘Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!’ Jesus said to him, 

‘One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you 

are clean, though not all of you.’ For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, 

‘Not all of you are clean.’ After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had 

returned to the table, he said to them, ‘Do you know what I have done to you? You call me 

Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, 

have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have set you an 

example, that you also should do as I have done to you. Very truly, I tell you, servants are not 

greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them. If you know 

these things, you are blessed if you do them. I am not speaking of all of you; I know whom I 

have chosen. But it is to fulfil the scripture, “The one who ate my bread has lifted his heel 

against me.” I tell you this now, before it occurs, so that when it does occur, you may believe 

that I am he. Very truly, I tell you, whoever receives one whom I send receives me; and 

whoever receives me receives him who sent me.’ 

 

Choral Anthem   Take My Yoke Upon You   Words by J. Paul Williams  

Music by Douglas Nola 
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Prayer: 

Almighty God, whose dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, and entered not 

into glory before he was crucified: Mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, 

may find it none other that the way of life and peace; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 Fifth Lesson: Luke 22:39-54      The Garden of Gethsemane  

He came out and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of Olives; and the disciples followed 

him. When he reached the place, he said to them, ‘Pray that you may not come into the time of 

trial.’ Then he withdrew from them about a stone’s throw, knelt down, and prayed, ‘Father, if 

you are willing, remove this cup from me; yet, not my will but yours be done.’ [ Then an angel 

from heaven appeared to him and gave him strength. In his anguish he prayed more earnestly, 

and his sweat became like great drops of blood falling down on the ground.] When he got up 

from prayer, he came to the disciples and found them sleeping because of grief, and he said to 

them, ‘Why are you sleeping? Get up and pray that you may not come into the time of trial.’ 

While he was still speaking, suddenly a crowd came, and the one called Judas, one of the 

twelve, was leading them. He approached Jesus to kiss him; but Jesus said to him, ‘Judas, is it 

with a kiss that you are betraying the Son of Man?’ When those who were around him saw 

what was coming, they asked, ‘Lord, should we strike with the sword?’ Then one of them 

struck the slave of the high priest and cut off his right ear. But Jesus said, ‘No more of this!’ 

And he touched his ear and healed him. Then Jesus said to the chief priests, the officers of the 

temple police, and the elders who had come for him, ‘Have you come out with swords and 

clubs as if I were a bandit? When I was with you day after day in the temple, you did not lay 

hands on me. But this is your hour, and the power of darkness!’ Then they seized him and led 

him away, bringing him into the high priest’s house. But Peter was following at a distance. 

Choral Anthem    My Lord Is Weeping   By Patrick M. Liebergen

  

Prayer: 

Lord Jesus Christ, who in the Garden of Gethsemane did pray with agony and bloody sweat 

that your Father’s will be done; grant that the same mind be formed also in us, that dying to 

sin and selfishness we may rise to life with you: who now lives and reigns with the same Father 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen. 

Sixth Lesson: Mark 14:53-65         The Trial 

They took Jesus to the high priest; and all the chief priests, the elders, and the scribes were 

assembled. Peter had followed him at a distance, right into the courtyard of the high priest; and 

he was sitting with the guards, warming himself at the fire. Now the chief priests and the 
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whole council were looking for testimony against Jesus to put him to death; but they found 

none. For many gave false testimony against him, and their testimony did not agree. Some 

stood up and gave false testimony against him, saying, ‘We heard him say, “I will destroy this 

temple that is made with hands, and in three days I will build another, not made with hands.” ’ 

But even on this point their testimony did not agree. Then the high priest stood up before 

them and asked Jesus, ‘Have you no answer? What is it that they testify against you?’ But he 

was silent and did not answer. Again the high priest asked him, ‘Are you the Messiah, the Son 

of the Blessed One?’ Jesus said, ‘I am; and “you will see the Son of Man seated at the right 

hand of the Power”, and “coming with the clouds of heaven.” ’ Then the high priest tore his 

clothes and said, ‘Why do we still need witnesses? You have heard his blasphemy! What is your 

decision?’ All of them condemned him as deserving death. Some began to spit on him, to 

blindfold him, and to strike him, saying to him, ‘Prophesy!’ The guards also took him over and 

beat him. 

Choral Anthem     He Became a Lamb   By Mary Kay Beall 

Prayer: 

Lord God, whose blessed Son our Savior gave his body to be whipped and his face to be spit 

upon: Give us grace to accept joyfully the sufferings of the present time, confident of the glory 

that shall be revealed; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Seventh Lesson: Mark 14:66-72       Peter’s Denial 

While Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant-girls of the high priest came by. 

When she saw Peter warming himself, she stared at him and said, ‘You also were with Jesus, 

the man from Nazareth.’ But he denied it, saying, ‘I do not know or understand what you are 

talking about.’ And he went out into the forecourt. Then the cock crowed. And the servant-

girl, on seeing him, began again to say to the bystanders, ‘This man is one of them.’ But again 

he denied it. Then after a little while the bystanders again said to Peter, ‘Certainly you are one 

of them; for you are a Galilean.’ But he began to curse, and he swore an oath, ‘I do not know 

this man you are talking about.’ At that moment the cock crowed for the second time. Then 

Peter remembered that Jesus had said to him, ‘Before the cock crows twice, you will deny me 

three times.’ And he broke down and wept. 

 

 

 

 



 9 

 

Congregational Hymn  Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed    GTG 212 

 

Prayer: 

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who have gone astray from your 

ways, and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the 

unchangeable truth of your Word, Jesus Christ your Son; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and 

reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Eighth Lesson: Matthew 27:11-26       Jesus Before Pilate  
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Now Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor asked him, ‘Are you the King of the 

Jews?’ Jesus said, ‘You say so.’ But when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he did 

not answer. Then Pilate said to him, ‘Do you not hear how many accusations they make 

against you?’ But he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the governor was 

greatly amazed. Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the 

crowd, anyone whom they wanted. At that time they had a notorious prisoner, called Jesus 

Barabbas. So after they had gathered, Pilate said to them, ‘Whom do you want me to release 

for you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Messiah?’ For he realized that it was out of 

jealousy that they had handed him over. While he was sitting on the judgement seat, his wife 

sent word to him, ‘Have nothing to do with that innocent man, for today I have suffered a 

great deal because of a dream about him.’ Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the 

crowds to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. The governor again said to them, ‘Which 

of the two do you want me to release for you?’ And they said, ‘Barabbas.’ Pilate said to them, 

‘Then what should I do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?’ All of them said, ‘Let him be 

crucified!’ Then he asked, ‘Why, what evil has he done?’ But they shouted all the more, ‘Let 

him be crucified!’ So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was 

beginning, he took some water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, ‘I am innocent 

of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.’ Then the people as a whole answered, ‘His blood be 

on us and on our children!’ So he released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he 

handed him over to be crucified. 

Choral Solo    Via Dolorosa   Words & Music by Billy Sprague  

and Niles Borop  

Soloist Juanita Ratliff 

Prayer: 

O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument of shameful death to be 

for us the means of life: Grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ, that we may gladly suffer 

shame and loss for the sake of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Ninth Lesson: Mark 15:16-37        Jesus is Crucified  

Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace (that is, the governor’s 

headquarters); and they called together the whole cohort. And they clothed him in a purple 

cloak; and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on him. And they began saluting 

him, ‘Hail, King of the Jews!’ They struck his head with a reed, spat upon him, and knelt down 

in homage to him. After mocking him, they stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own 

clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him. They compelled a passer-by, who was 

coming in from the country, to carry his cross; it was Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander 
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and Rufus. Then they brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which means the place of a 

skull). And they offered him wine mixed with myrrh; but he did not take it. And they crucified 

him, and divided his clothes among them, casting lots to decide what each should take. It was 

nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him. The inscription of the charge against him 

read, ‘The King of the Jews.’ And with him they crucified two bandits, one on his right and 

one on his left. Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads and saying, ‘Aha! You 

who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself, and come down from 

the cross!’ In the same way the chief priests, along with the scribes, were also mocking him 

among themselves and saying, ‘He saved others; he cannot save himself. Let the Messiah, the 

King of Israel, come down from the cross now, so that we may see and believe.’ Those who 

were crucified with him also taunted him. When it was noon, darkness came over the whole 

land until three in the afternoon. At three o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, ‘Eloi, Eloi, 

lema sabachthani?’ which means, ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’ When some 

of the bystanders heard it, they said, ‘Listen, he is calling for Elijah.’ And someone ran, filled a 

sponge with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink, saying, ‘Wait, let us see 

whether Elijah will come to take him down.’ Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last. 

 

Choral Anthem    Written in Red    Words & Music by Gordon Jensen 

Arr. by Camp Kirkland 

Prayer: 

Grant, we beseech thee, Almighty God, that the words which we have heard this day with our 

outward ears, may, through thy grace, be so grafted inwardly in our hearts, that they may bring 

forth in us the fruit of good living, to the honor and praise of thy Name; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen. 

Benediction 

Look with compassion, O Lord, upon your people; that, rightly observing this holy season, 

they may learn to know you more fully, and to serve you with a more perfect will. And the 

blessing of God Almighty, the Father, (+) the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and 

remain with you always. Amen 

Postlude    What Wondrous Love is This    Arr. by Anna Laura Page 

         Melody from William Walker’s Southern Harmony (1835)  
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