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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4
Soup for the Soul
11:30 am
Fellowship Supper
5:45 pm/Potluck
Choir 7 pm
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Sunday School Crafts 1 pm Beach Bible Study Soup for the Soul Christian Education
9:30 am 9:30 am 11:30am ) meeting 10:30 am
Worship 11 am FPC Bible Study :o:og' Care meeting | ellowship meeting
:00 pm

10am
Worship meeting
6 pm

Fellowship Supper
5:45
No Choir

5pm

12

Sunday School
9:30 am

Worship 11 am

13

14

Beach Bible Study
9:30 am

FPC Bible Study
10 am
Administration
meeting 4:00 pm

15

Soup for the Soul
11:30 am

Mission Outreach
meeting 4 pm
Fellowship Supper
5:45 pm

Choir 7 pm

16

17

18

19

Sunday School
9:30 am

Worship 11 am

Crafts 1 pm

20

21

Beach Bible Study
9:30 am

FPC Bible Study
10 am

Session meeting
5:30 pm

22

Soup for the Soul
11:30 am
Fellowship Supper
5:45 pm

Choir 7 pm

23

24

25

26

Sunday School
9:30 am

Worship 11 am

27

28

Beach Bible Study
9:30 am

FPC Bible Study
10 am

29

Soup for the Soul
11:30 am
Fellowship Supper
5:45 pm/Chili Cook-
off

Choir 7 pm

30

31




Letter from our Pastor

Friends,

I cannot emphasize enough the value of studying and understanding what Presbyterians teach, believe, and why we hold these beliefs.
Much biblical study produced these understandings. For example, Presbyterians neither believe in nor endorse the end-time rapture that
is so popular in many evangelical circles, and there are faithful, biblical reasons why.

Jesus will return, but not in the way so many peddle the idea. People often predict specific dates for the Rapture, a recurring yet ulti-
mately disappointing pattern throughout church history. These predictions are not supported by Scripture nor traditional Christian doc-
trine.

The Old Testament’s end-time hope predicts a Messiah who will reign peacefully, bringing resurrection and renewal (Isa 11:1-9; Dan
12:2). The New Testament states this hope is fulfilled in Jesus Christ, the crucified and risen Lord, who has come, is alive now, and will
return to complete God’s kingdom.

When Christ returns, He will renew all creation, not remove believers from it. Paul states, “the creation itself will be set free from decay
and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God” (Rom 8:21). Revelation depicts heaven descending to earth: “See, the
home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them” (Rev 21:3).

Supporters of the rapture cite 1 Thessalonians 4:16—17, where Paul says believers will be “caught up... in the clouds to meet the Lord in
the air.”” However, in the Greco-Roman world, when a king arrived (parousia), citizens would rush out to meet him and escort him into

the city. Paul’s language suggests believers welcoming Christ as he reigns on earth, not their permanent removal.

In Matthew 24:40—41, Jesus mentions “one will be taken and one left,” but the context compares it to Noah’s flood; the “taken” are
swept away in judgment, not raptured believers.

The consistent testimony of Scripture affirms bodily resurrection (1 Cor 15:52), the renewal of creation (2 Pet 3:13), and Christ’s visible
return (Acts 1:11).

The rapture teaching is not found in the Bible or the creeds; it originated in the 19th century.

* John Nelson Darby (1800—1882): Proposed a two-stage return of Christ, with a secret rapture before the visible second com-
ing.

* Scofield Reference Bible (1909): Popularized Darby’s views with annotated notes, shaping American evangelical thought.

* 20th-Century Media: Books like Hal Lindsey’s The Late Great Planet Earth (1970) and the Left Bebind novels (1990s) popular-
ized rapture theology beyond academia, embedding it in mainstream culture.

For nearly 1,800 years, no church taught rapture eschatology. It distorts orthodox theology.
1. Unbiblical: It misreads passages about Christ’s return and resurrection.

2. Unhistorical: It departs from the church's creeds, which affirm “the resurrection of the dead and the life of the wotld to
come.”

3. Unfaithful: It encourages escapism, diverting believers from their goal to live out Christ’s love and pursue justice.
Jesus prayed that his disciples wouldn’t be removed from the world but would be protected from evil while serving (John 17:15).

Jesus Christ will return fully and visibly, raising the dead, healing creation, and establishing the new heavens and earth where righteous-
ness dwells (2 Pet 3:13). On that day, “death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more” (Rev 21:4).

Until then, the call is to live faithfully, witnessing God’s kingdom of love, justice, and peace now. “Be steadfast, immovable, excelling in
the work of the Lord, for your labor in the Lord is not in vain” (1 Cor 15:58).

The rapture, a 19th-century idea, conflicts with the Bible and historic faith. True Christian hope is the resurrection and creation’s renew-
al at Christ’s return. The kingdom won’t arrive today via secret rapture; instead, Christ may appear in glory, and “we shall be like him, for
we shall see him as he is” (1 John 3:2).




Let’s hope Jesus returns today to heal our troubled world. After all, for two millennia, haven’t we been praying as Jesus taught us, asking
God, “Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven?” With the witnesses before us, let’s lift our voices in hope,
echoing their prayer... Come quickly, Lord Jesus.

For further study, consider reading the PCUSA’s 1978 document by the 118th General Assembly, titled “Eschatology: The Doctrine of
Last Things.”

We pray: Almighty and Everlasting God, we give you thanks for your steadfast love and the hope we have in Christ’s return. In this age
of uncertainty, we trust in Your sovereign hand and the promise of Your kingdom to come. Amen. (prayer from Memorial

Drive Presbyterian Church, Houston, TX)
Peace,

JDB+

Notes and Reminders

Mark your calendars now for our upcoming Christmas program! It will take place on Sunday, De-
cember 21st, at 6pm with a reception to follow. This program will feature vocalists from our First
Presbyterian Choir as well as our beloved musicians from Tallahassee. We are looking forward to

another great year and we hope to see you there!

;J:I. KS Little Sparks registration is Tuesday, Sept. 30th and classes begin October 1stl

A Chicken's Minstry
First Presbyterian Church of Perry, FL

Contact Shona Whiddon for mote information, littlesparks@firstpresperry.org

October Birthdays
James Blume—October 1 Cole MacNeill—October 1 October Anniversaries
Jude Smith—October 5 Marcy Fletcher—October 8 Bob & Nancy Bell—October 19
Christine Lutz—October 16 Juanita Ratliff—October 17 Warren & Jeanne Hilgendorf—October 20

Dianna Sandonato—October 17 Annie Hilgendorf—October 30  Ron & Margaret Poppell—October 22




