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P-PASTOR, L-LLITURGIST, BOLD-ALL

GATHERING (W-3.0101 & W-3.0201)
PREPARATORY PRAYER (prayed upon entering the sanctuary) Loving Lord,
we rejoice in the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ. Thank you for

the hope and new life this brings. Make us live in the light of his victory
over death. Amen.

PRELUDE “He 75 Risen!” Hugh S. Livingston, Jr.

INTROIT “All Creatures of Our God and King”

Arr. Tammy W. Rawlinson SSA Arr. Tom Fettke

ANNOUNCEMENTS/PASSING OF FRIENDSHIP PADS/SESSION SHARING

We stand.

CALL TO WORSHIP (W-3.0202 & W-3.0203)
L. Alleluial Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Let us rejoice, for the Lord has conquered death!
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1 Come, let us join our cheer-ful songs with an-gels round the throne;
2 “Wor - thy the Lamb that died,” they cry, “to be ex - alt - ed  thus!”

2

3 Je - susis wor-thy to re-ceive hon - or and pow'r di - vine;
4 Let allcre-a - tion join in one to blessthe sa-cred name
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ten thou-sand thou-sand are their tongues, but all their joys are one.
“Wor - thy the Lamb,”our lips re - ply, “for he was slain for us!”
and bless-ings,more than we can give, be, Lord, for - ev - er thine.
of God who sits up-on the throne, and to a - dore the Lamb.




CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON

P Blessed be the name of * the One who was, who is, and who is to

come. Trusting that our risen Lord intercedes for us, let us confess our

sin. (bruef silence for reflection)

Loving God, we often do not share in the joy of the resurrection
because we prefer the worries of the world. We often do not live in
the spirit of new life but remain discontent, grumbling and
anxious. Forgive us for not sharing in the Good News. Forgive us
when we find it more comfortable to worry and complain than to
risk the joy and encouragement of new life in Christ. Call us back
to your ways, O God, to seek hope and reconciliation, restoration
and peace. In the name of the risen Christ, we pray. Amen.
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1 Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer.
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our  sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair.
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.
Re - new us with your sav-ing pow'r; cre - ate in  us new hearts'
P Jesus stood among the disciples and said, “Peace be with you.” Know

that you are forgiven * for the sake of Jesus. Receive Christ’s peace.
Alleluia! Amen.



GLORIA PATRI
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I Glo-try be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to  all the earth.

2 Glo-ry be to Christfor-ev -er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
3 Ho-ly One we now ac-claimyou; Lord a - lone, to you we call;
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Might-y God of all cre - a - tion, Fa -ther of sur - pass-ing worth:

Son of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’'n a-bove;
Ho - Iy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:

we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
on the cross you died to save us; now youreign at God’s right hand.
Je-sus Christ,with God the Spir-it, in the Fa-ther’s splen-dor bright.
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Saints and an - gels bow be - fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.

Hear our prayer: re - store, for-give us; in your prom-ise firm we stand.
For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to God on high!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P We pray: O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross
for our redemption, and by his glorious resurrection you delivered us
trom the power of death. Make us die every day to sin, that we may live
with him forever in the joy of the resurrection, through your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.



WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
L We pray: Almighty God, through your only Son you overcame death
and opened to us the light of eternity. Enlighten our minds and
kindle our hearts with the presence of your Spirit, that we may hear

your words of comfort and challenge in the reading of the scriptures,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

We sit.

FIRST READING Acts 10:34-43

L »# Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God
shows no partiality, »> but in every nation anyone who fears him and does
what is right is acceptable to him. * You know the message he sent to
the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of
all. 7 That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after
the baptism that John announced: *how God anointed Jesus of
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing
good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with
him. » We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem.
They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; * but God raised him
on the third day and allowed him to appear, “ not to all the people but to
us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with
him after he rose from the dead. * He commanded us to preach to the
people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the
living and the dead. © All the prophets testify about him that everyone
who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



PSALM Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24  (we say responsively by whole verse)

L

10 give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his steadfast love endures
forever!

2Let Israel say, “His steadfast love endures forever.”
14The Lord is my strength and my might; he has become my salvation.

15There are glad songs of victory in the tents of the righteous: '""The
right hand of the Lord does valiantly;

l6the right hand of the Lord is exalted; the right hand of the Lord does

valiantly."
17T shall not die, but I shall live, and recount the deeds of the Lord.
18The Lord has punished me severely, but he did not give me over to death.

POpen to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter through
them and give thanks to the Lord.

20This is the gate of the Lord; the righteous shall enter through it.

21 thank you that you have answered me and have become my
salvation.

22The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.
23This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.

24This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.



SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 15:19-26

L

v If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most
to be pitied.

2 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of
those who have died. * For since death came through a human being,
the resurrection of the dead has also come through a human being; » for
as all die in Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ. > But each in his
own order: Christ the first fruits, then at his coming those who belong to
Christ. 2 Then comes the end, when he hands over the kingdom to God
the Father, after he has destroyed every ruler and every authority and
power. » For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his

teet. 2 The last enemy to be destroyed is death.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

We rise.

GOSPEL John 20:1-18

P

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John the 20t chapter:
Glory to you, O Lord.

' Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary
Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed
from the tomb. > So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other
disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken
the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid
him.” > Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the
tomb. + The two were running together, but the other disciple outran
Peter and reached the tomb first.  He bent down to look in and saw the
linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. ¢ Then Simon Peter

came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen
7



wrappings lying there, "and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not
lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. * Then
the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw
and believed; ° for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he
must rise from the dead. "' Then the disciples returned to their homes.

i But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over
to look into the tomb; > and she saw two angels in white, sitting where
the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the
teet. *'They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to
them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they
have laid him.” * When she had said this, she turned around and saw
Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. * Jesus said
to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?”
Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have
carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him
away.” 1 Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in
Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). 1" Jesus said to her, “Do
not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But
go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and
your Father, to my God and your God.”” '* Mary Magdalene went and
announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them
that he had said these things to her.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
We sit.
SERMON  “Greatest Story Ever Told” Rev. Pr. J. David Bryant
We rise.
SERMON HYMN (-3.0304) Jesus Christ is risen today GTG 232
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1 Je - sus Christ is risen to - day,
2 Hymns of praise then let us sing, |
3 But the pains which he en - dured, Al B le - lu - ia
4 Sing we to our God a - bove,
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our tri - um-phant ho - ly day,
un - to Christ, our heaven-ly King,
. - le - lu - ial
our sal - va - tion have pro - cured.
praise e - ter - nal as God's love.
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who did once up - on the cross,
who en - dured the cross and grave,
Now a - bove the sky he’s King,
Praise our God, ye heaven-ly host,
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suf - fer to re - deem our loss.
sin - ners to re - deem and save.
where the an - gels ev - er sing.
Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost.
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THE NICENE CREED

L

Let us profess the faith, saying: We believe in one God, the Father,
the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and
unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the
Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy
Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and
the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for

the (*F) resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

We sit or stand.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

P

God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the
church, the world, and all who are in need.
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L (brief silence) O God, for your holy church, show us again and again your
grace upon grace, that your church boldly testifies to your love. God of

resurrection, receive our prayer.

For the world and all creation, that you nourish your people like a
watered garden, empowering us to nourish our creaturely companions.
God of resurrection, receive our prayet.

For victims of oppression, that you deliver all who suffer under
oppressive regimes. Thwart foolish plans of unjust leaders. Give wisdom

to elected officials. God of resurrection, receive our prayer.

For all suffering addiction, depression, anxiety, hopelessness, or other
illnesses. For the sick, the recovering, and for all on our prayer list and
tor all we name before you now aloud upon our lips or silently within

our hearts. (pause) God of resurrection, receive our prayer.

For our congregation and its ministries, transform the way we have
always done things into your new future for us. God of resurrection,
receive our prayer.

For all who have died, that their resurrection hope in you, is fulfilled.
God of resurrection, receive our prayer.

P Alleluial We praise you, God of resurrection, for your saving love
revealed in our risen Lord. As you have raised Jesus give to us the gift of

everlasting life, that we may worship you forever, through Christ, our

Savior. Amen.
EUCHARIST
We sit.
OFFERTORY
L Alleluia! Christ is risen. He is risen indeed. Alleluia!
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Let us return to God the offerings of our life and the gifts of the earth.
OFFERTORY ANTHEM “Up from the Grave” Arr. by Mosie Lister

We stand.

DOXOLOGY (W-3.0411)
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Praise God, from whom all bless-ings flow; praise *him, all crea-tures
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Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost A - men.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

L We pray: Risen One, you gather us around your table of grace along with
the gifts we bring. Come among us again, breathe your life into us, and

enliven us with this meal, that we may live as your risen body in the
world. Amen.
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INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE

P Come, not because you are strong but because you are weak. Come, not
because of any goodness of your own but because you need mercy and
help. Come, because you love Jesus a little and long to love Jesus more.
Come, because Jesus loves you and gave himself for you.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

P The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks
and praise.

It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise, O
Lord our God, creator and ruler of the universe, for the glorious
resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave
himself to take away our sin, who in dying has destroyed death, and in
rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and
Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all
their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

B A L | [ | | s L | |

D e e e o e e e e s
J =g |

Ho -1y, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,
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You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy,

and great is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you
gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish

but have eternal life. We give you thanks for his coming into the world

to fulfill for us your holy will and to accomplish all things for our
salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed, onr 1ord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks,
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim
the Lord’s death until he comes.
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Christ has died. Christ 1s ris-en. Christ will come a - gain.

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion
and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of
his coming again, we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as
we ought but as we are able; we ask you mercifully to accept our praise
and thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy Spitit to bless us, ()
your servants, and (F) these your own gifts of bread and wine, so that
we and all who shate in the body and blood of Christ may be filled with
heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be
formed to live as your holy people and be given our inheritance with all
your saints.

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in
your holy church, now and forever.
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LORD’S PRAYER (SUNG TO THE MALOTTE TUNE)

As Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray:
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Our Fa- ther, which art in heav- en, hal- low- ed be
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Give us this day our dai- |y bread, and for- give us our debts as
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Pow- er and the Glo- ry, for- ev- er. A - men.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD
P The gifts of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.
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LAMB OF GOD
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I O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin  of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.
e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

P Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life.

COMMUNION MUSIC “How Beantiful” Twila Paris

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

L We pray: Living One, in this feast you have made yourself known to us.
Send us now to tell of your wonders, sing of your glory, and proclaim
your risen life to a wounded and weary world. Amen.

SENDING
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

P The triune God, who was, who is, and who is to come, Sovereign,

Savior, and Spirit, light your way with resurrection dawn, now and
always. Alleluia!
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SENDING HYMN

Thine is the Glory GTG 238
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1 Je - sus, the ver -y thought of thee
2 Nor voice can sing, nor heart can  frame,

3 0 hope  of ev - ery con - trite  heart,

4 But what to those who find? Ah, this

5 Je - sus, our on - ly joy be thou,
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with sweet-ness fills my breast.  But sweet - er far thy
nor can the mind re - call a sweet-er sound than
(@) joy  of all the meek, to those who fall,  how
nor tongue nor  pen  can show.  The love of Je - sus,
as thou our prize wilt be. Je - sus, be thou our
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face to see, and in thy pres - ence rest,
thy blest  name, o Sav - ior of us all.
kind thou  art! How good to those  who seek!
what it is none but  his loved ones know.
gle - ry now, and through e - ter - ni - ty
|
VEEES SIS
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DISMISSAL AND SHARING OF THE PEACE

I.  Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluial Alleluial

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

POSTLUDE “Crown Him With Many Crowns” Melody by G. ]J. Elvey Arr. by A. L. Page

Leading Worship: Rev. Pr. J. David Bryant, Minister, Katie King, Liturgist;
Leah Metzger, Accompanist & Director

Notes & Announcements
o Session meeting Tuesday, April 227 at 5:30 pm
e Church Office closed Thursday, May 1, 2025
e Honoring Graduates Sunday, May 11, 2025

e Ushers for April 27th: Bobby Harper, Martha Davis, Mike Perrine,
Marcy Fletcher, Robin Whiddon

e Liturgist for April 27th: Jamie Poppell

e [FPC website www.firstpresperry.org

e Send prayer requests to praver(@firstpresperry.org or contact Jeanne
Hilgendorf
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FPC PRAYER LIST

TOGETHER, WE PRAY FOR:

HARRIETT BRYANT REQUEST PRAYERS FOR ED SCHW.ARTZ DIAGNOSED WITH A
BRAIN BLEED

MARCY FILLETCHER, PRAYERS FOR DEAR FRIEND AND FORMER CHURCH MEMBER,
KAy AIKEN HOSPITAIIZED

MARNIE HEIBERG, PRAYERS FOR THEIR NIECE HAVING DENTAL SURGERY
W ARREN GREGORY, PRAYERS FOR HIS BROTHER MICHAEL, RECOVERY
AILICE FARRELL

CATHY WIGGINS

DIANNA SANDONATO

CHERYL EVERETT

TRAVELLING MERCIES FOR MEMBERS

NURSING HOME, LLOCAL

GOVERNMENT

SANDI HII.GENDORF

TEACHERS

MARGIE RAWLS

BI1.UE CREEK CHURCH

PRESBY BIBLE STUDIES AND SUNDAY SCHOOL

SUPPER TEAMS

JOHN DAVID & HARRIET BRYANT

THE HOMELESS

CULBREATH’S

CHERYL RICKETSON, REHAB

RiTA4 BENOIT, OPTIONS

RON POPPELL, ONGOING

PRAYERS OF THANKSGIIVING FOR OUR CHURCH
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Administration-Bobby Harper, Michael McMillan
Christian Education-Martha Davis
Clerk-Cindy Brown
Congregational Care-Nancy Bell
Fellowship—Juanita Ratliff
Finance-Cindy Brown
Mission /Qutreach-Jamie Poppell
Worship/Music-Marilyn Culpepper, Zachary Wiggins
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