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GATHERING 
P -PASTOR, L- LITURGIST, BOLD -ALL 

EASTER AFFIRMATION 

L This is the good news—the grave is empty, Christ is risen. Hallelujah! 

This is the good news—the light shines in the darkness and the darkness can 
never put it out. Hallelujah! 

This is the good news—once we were no people, now we are God’s people. 
Hallelujah! 

 
HYMN/SONG     “Christ the Lord is Risen Today!”   GTG 245 
 

 



 
3 

 
EASTER LITANY OF GATHERING 
 
P Lord God, early in the morning, when the world was young, you made life in 

all its beauty and terror; you gave birth to all that we know. 

Hallowed be your name.  

 

Early in the morning, when the world least expected it, a newborn child crying 
in a cradle announced that you had come among us, that you were one of us. 

Hallowed be your name.  

 

Early in the morning, surrounded by respectable liars, religious leaders, anxious 
statesmen, and silent friends, you accepted the penalty for doing good, for 
being God: you shouldered and suffered the cross. 

Hallowed be your name. 

 

Early in the morning, a voice in a guarded graveyard and footsteps in the dew 
proved that you had risen, that you had come back to those and for those who 
had forgotten, denied, and destroyed you.  

Hallowed be your name. 

 

CONFESSION AND PARDON 

 

This morning, in the beautiful company of your church on earth and in heaven, 
we celebrate your creation, your life, your death and resurrection, your interest 
in us; so, we pray, 

 

(brief silence) 

 

Lord, bring new life, where we are worn and tired; new love, where we 
have turned hard-hearted; forgiveness, where we feel hurt and where we 
have wounded; and the joy and freedom of your Holy Spirit, where we 
are prisoners of ourselves. 

 
P To all and to each, on his community and on his friends, where 

regret is real, Jesus pronounces his pardon and grants us the right to 

begin again. Your sins forgiven for Jesus Christ’s sake. Thanks be to 

God! Amen. 
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HYMN/SONG  “I Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art”  GTG 
624 

 

 

THE GOSPEL John 20: 1-18 

P The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to John the 20th chapter. 
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Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene 
came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 

2 So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom 
Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and 

we do not know where they have laid him.” 3 Then Peter and the other disciple 

set out and went toward the tomb. 4 The two were running together, but the 

other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent down to look 

in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. 6 Then Simon 
Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings 

lying there, 7 and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen 
wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself.  
 

8 Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw 

and believed; 9 for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise 

from the dead. 10 Then the disciples returned to their homes. 11 But Mary stood 
weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; 

12 and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been 

lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman, 
why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I 
do not know where they have laid him.”  
 

14 When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but 

she did not know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you 
weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she 
said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, 

and I will take him away.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to 

him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, “Do 
not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my 
brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my 

God and your God.’ ” 18 Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, 
“I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to her. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 
SERMON                          “You Preach !”     Pr. J. David Bryant 
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HYMN/SONG   “Alleluia, Alleluia! Give Thanks”  GTG 240 
 

 
EASTER LITANY OF SENDING 

 

P Today and tomorrow,  

lo, I am with you always,  
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when we try to do your will, 

I am with you always, 

when we go where we do not know, 

I am with you always, 

when we meet one we do not recognize, 

I am with you always, 

where faith ends and doubt begins, 

 I am with you always,  

and should we forget you, I am with you always, 

today and tomorrow, you are with us always 

to the end of the world.  

 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

P As you go, go in peace. The blessing of the ☩ Triune God be upon you. 

Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL AND SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 
L Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts. To this peace we were called 

as members of a single body. The peace of Christ be with you. And also with 

you.  


