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GATHERING 
P -PASTOR, L- LITURGIST, BOLD -ALL 

PRAYER (TO BE PRAYED SILENTLY UPON ENTERING THE SANCTUARY) 

We pray: Eternal God, you have called us to be members of one body. 

Join us with those who in all times and places have praised your 

name, that, with one heart and mind, we may show the unity of your 

church, and bring honor to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

PRELUDE    “Procession of the Faithful”    By Franklin Ritter 

INTROIT   “Christ Is Risen! Shout Hosanna!” 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/PASSING OF FRIENDSHIP PADS/SESSION SHARING 

We stand. 

CALL TO WORSHIP   

L  Alleluia! Christ is risen.  

  Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia! 

  Come, let us praise the Lord! Let us sing of the one who conquered 

death!  

  Hallelujah! He is risen! He is alive forevermore! 

  Let us rejoice in the hope of eternal life!  

  Let us worship the risen Christ!  
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GATHERING HYMN     Holy, Holy, Holy!   Reginald Heber 
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THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 

Leah Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia! 
 

In the name of ☩ the One who was, who is, and who is to come. Amen. 
 

Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection, and called to live the 
baptized life, let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 

 
Holy God, we give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that 
make a people your own, that restore to wholeness, and empower us to 
be witnesses in your name. 

 
Baptized into you, O Living One, make us one as you are one. 
 
We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that strengthen 
believers and give new life to beloved servants of your church; waters 
that extend your boundless love and cross barriers of our own making. 

 
Baptized into you, O Living One, make us one as you are one. 

 
We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that open the 
hearts of believers and give a voice in the night to those in captivity; 
waters that set your people on a new path, rejoicing in the Spirit’s power. 

 
Baptized into you, O Living One, make us one as you are one. 

 
Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One, that our every day is shaped 
by these waters that give us our very lives in you. We ask this in the 
name of Jesus, the Crucified and Risen One. Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Leah We pray: O God of life, you reach out to us amid our fears with the 

wounded hands of your risen Son. By your Spirit’s breath revive our 

faith in your mercy, and strengthen us to be the body of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

L We pray: O risen Christ, open us to the power of your resurrection 
as we hear it proclaimed anew this day, that we too might rise to 
new life in you. Amen. 

We sit. 

FIRST READING  Acts 5:27-32 

L 27 When they had brought [the apostles,] they had them stand before the 

council. The high priest questioned them, 28 saying, “We gave you strict 
orders not to teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with 
your teaching and you are determined to bring this man’s blood on us.” 

29 But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than 

any human authority. 30 The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, 

whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. 31 God exalted him at 
his right hand as Leader and Savior that he might give repentance to 

Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32 And we are witnesses to these things, 
and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him.” 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE          Because He Lives      Bill & Gloria Gaither 
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PSALM   PSALM 118:14-29 

L 14 The Lord is my strength and my might; he has become my salvation.  

15 There are glad songs of victory in the tents of the righteous: ‘The 
right hand of the Lord does valiantly; 

16   the right hand of the Lord is exalted; the right hand of the Lord does 
valiantly.’ 

17 I shall not die, but I shall live, and recount the deeds of the Lord. 

18 The Lord has punished me severely, but he did not give me over to 
death.  

19 Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter through 
them and give thanks to the Lord.  

20 This is the gate of the Lord; the righteous shall enter through it.  

21 I thank you that you have answered me and have become my 
salvation. 

22 The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone. 

23 This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. 

24 This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

25 Save us, we beseech you, O Lord! O Lord, we beseech you, give us 
success!  

26 Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
   We bless you from the house of the Lord. 

27 The Lord is God, and he has given us light. Bind the festal 
procession with branches, up to the horns of the altar. 

28 You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; you are my God, I will 
extol you.  
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29 O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love 
endures forever. 

HYMN OF PRAISE  I Serve a Risen Savior  Alfred Ackley 
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SECOND READING  Revelation 1:4-8 

L  4 John to the seven churches that are in Asia: 
  Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to 

come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and from 
Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler 
of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and freed us from our 

sins by his blood, 6 and made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God 
and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

 7 Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, even 
those who pierced him; and on his account all the tribes of the earth will 
wail. So it is to be. Amen. 

  8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and 
who was and who is to come, the Almighty. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

HYMN OF PRAISE Christ is Risen! Alleluia! 
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We Stand. 

GOSPEL John 20:19-31 
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Leah    The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John the 20th 

chapter: Glory to you, O Lord. 

19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the 

doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of 

the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 

you.” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then 

the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them 

again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 

22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 

“Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are 

forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 24 But 

Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with 

them when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have 

seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails 

in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in 

his side, I will not believe.” 

26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was 

with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among 

them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put 

your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my 

side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord 

and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you 

have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come 

to believe.” 

30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, 

which are not written in this book. 31 But these are written so that you 
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may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that 

through believing you may have life in his name. 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

We sit. 

REFLECTION                Leah Metzger 

We stand. 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH    (Book of Common Worship)  
 

L We affirm our faith, saying, 
This is the good news which we have received, in which we stand,  
and by which we are saved, if we hold it fast: that Christ died for 
our sins according to the scriptures, that he was buried, that he 
was raised on the third day, and that he appeared first to the 
women, then to Peter, and to the Twelve, and then to many 
faithful witnesses.  
We believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God.  
Jesus Christ is the first and the last, the beginning and the end;  

 he is our Lord and our God. Amen. 

We sit or stand. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

Leah With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the 
church, the world, and all of creation. 

L (brief silence) God of suffering service, grant to your church faithful 

leaders who have the hearts of servants, and who will gently lead your 

people into love for you and service to their neighbors. Hear us, O God; 

your mercy is great. 
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God of gentle justice, raise up righteous leaders in every nation who will 

govern with truth and guide their people with fairness and equity. Hear 

us, O God; your mercy is great. 

God of tender compassion, hear the cries of all who suffer and who are 

contending with sickness and disease especially those on our prayer list 

and those we name before you now, aloud upon our lips or silently 

within our hearts. (pause) Lay upon them your gentle hand of healing. 

Hear us, O God; your mercy is great. 

God of all goodness, guide the work of our congregation, that a 

pervasive unity of purpose would guide all discernments, ministries, and 

missions. Hear us, O God; your mercy is great. 

God of comforting hope, tend to those who are grieving, that their 

mourning may be tempered with joy. Bring us at length, with all our 

blessed dead, to the joy of your heavenly realm. Hear us, O God; your 

mercy is great. 

Leah God of life, in Christ you resurrect all things. Raise us from death to life, 

that our transformation may bear witness to the power of your grace in 

our lives through Jesus Christ, the firstborn from the dead. Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

L As Christ has taught us, so we boldly pray: Our Father, who art in 

heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us, 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

We sit. 
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OFFERTORY 

L Give thanks to God for God is good. Let us gratefully give of our 

offerings to the glory of God and in praise of Christ’s resurrecting 

ministry. 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM         “Peace Medley”  Arr. By Russell Mauldin 

We stand. 

DOXOLOGY                       

 

We stand. 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

L We pray: God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens, and your 

abundance to the depths of the seas. Bless what we offer to your service: 
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our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts. Let us overflow with gratitude and 

generosity, now and always. Amen.  

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

Leah The triune God ☩ who brings life from death, bless you with joy, anoint 

us with compassion, and send you in love. Amen. 

SENDING HYMN Low in the Grave He Lay  
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DISMISSAL & SHARING OF THE PEACE 

L           The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you.          

             Go in peace. Live in hope. Amen.                           

POSTLUDE “Amazing Love! How Can It Be”    By Robert J. Hughes 

Tune: “Saqina” by Thomas Campbell 
 

HYMN STORY  Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty 

Reginald Heber was born in 1783 into a wealthy, educated family. He 
was a bright youth, translating a Latin classic into English verse by the 
time he was seven, entering Oxford at 17, and winning two awards for 
his poetry during his time there. After his graduation, he became rector 
of his father's church in the village of Hodnet near Shrewsbury in the 
west of England where he remained for 16 years. He was appointed 
Bishop of Calcutta in 1823 and worked tirelessly for three years until the 
weather and travel took its toll on his health and he died of a stroke. 
Most of his 57 hymns, which include "Holy, Holy, Holy," are still in use 
today. 

HYMN STORY    Because He Lives 

 The hymn “Because He Lives” was written by Bill and Gloria Gaither in 
the late 1960s, stemming from a period of personal and societal 
challenges. Gloria, while pregnant with their third child, Benjamin, 
experienced anxiety and uncertainty about the future, which led to the 
writing of the song. The hymn’s core message is rooted in the belief that 
the resurrection of Christ provides hope and assurance for facing life's 
uncertainties, since as John 14:19b says, “because I live, you also will 
live. This is why, when the Broadman Hymnal published the hymn in 
1975, Bill Gaither asked that the name of hymn’s tune be called, 
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“Resurrection.” Critics of the hymn pose the questions, “is all our fear 
truly gone, or is it that our fear is now manageable because Jesus lives?” 

HYMN STORY   I Serve a Risen Savior (He Lives) 

 “Why should I worship a dead Jew?” asked a young Jewish student of 
Alfred Ackley (1887-1960) at an evangelistic revival Ackley’s response to 
the question echoed Matthew 28:6, “He is not here: for he is risen, as he 
said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay” (KJV). Hymnologist 
George Sanville records Ackley’s response to the young student that, in 
turn, led to the writing of this hymn: “He lives! I tell you, He is not dead, 
but lives here and now! Jesus Christ is more alive today than ever before. 
I can prove it by my own experience, as well as the testimony of 
countless thousands” Critics of the hymn note that it is not truly 
grounded in the Bible’s resurrection accounts but rather in subjective 
personal experience; posing the question, “Should we weight extra-
biblical personal experience of Jesus’ resurrection as equal to a biblical 
resurrection encounter such as Mary Magdalene had in the garden when 
Jesus called her name?” 

 

HYMN STORY                       Christ is Risen! Alleluia!        

Son of the archdeacon of Londonderry, Ireland, John Monsell, attended 
Trinity College in Dublin, and was ordained in 1834.  

His brother Charles, also a clergyman, married Harriet O'Brien, who, after 
her husband's death in Italy, re-founded the Community of St John Baptist 
to help single mothers. Through Charles and Harriet, John Monsell 
became influenced by the Oxford Movement and became acquainted with 
William Ewart Gladstone, Prime Minister of England, with whom he 
maintained a correspondence. He was responsible for the building or 
rebuilding of three church buildings where he served. While inspecting the 
rebuilding of the last, Monsell fell from a boulder and subsequently died 
from an infected wound. 
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He was a strong advocate of vigorous congregational singing. He felt that 
hymn singing should be more fervent and joyous. His 11 volumes of 
poetry encompass almost 300 hymns which included this popular Easter 
hymn. 

 

 HYMN STORY  Low in the Grave He Lay (He Arose!) 

Robert S. Lowry composed both text and tune of this Easter gospel hymn 
in 1874 while he was pastor of the First Baptist Church, Lewisburg, 
Pennsylvania. The hymn was published in Brightest and Best (1875), a 
church school songbook edited by Lowry and William Doane. The 
meditative stanzas of this testimony hymn contrast with its dramatic 
refrain–“He arose!” That refrain recalls for us the angel’s announcement: 
“He is not here; he has risen!” (Luke 24:6a). Originally the first line read, 
“Low in the grave He lay.” Although Lowry valued his preaching ministry 
much more than his writing of hymns, he attained a lasting name in the 
gospel music tradition. Critic of the hymn say that it exuberantly 
romanticizes the resurrection by calling it “a mighty triumph o’er his foes” 
which depicts it as more grandiose than the community of confused, lost, 
heartbroken disciples being surprised by the quiet reality of their Lord and 
Teacher coming back to life in the quiet, dead of night as the Gospels 
illustrate. 

 
Leading Worship: Jamie Poppell, Liturgist; Leah Metzger, Accompanist & 
Director 
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Notes & Announcements 
 

FLOWERS are given to the Glory of God by Jeanne Raulerson in 
honor of the Church family. 

 

• Ushers for May 4th: Bobby Harper, Martha Davis, Mike Perrine, Marcy 

Fletcher, Robin Walker 

• Liturgist for May 4th: Joey Ratliff 

• FPC website www.firstpresperry.org 

• Send prayer requests to prayer@firstpresperry.org or contact Jeanne 
Hilgendorf 

 

 

HONORING GRADUATES SUNDAY, MAY 11, 2025 

 

 

FPC PRAYER LIST 

TOGETHER, WE PRAY FOR:  

HARRIETT BRYANT REQUEST PRAYERS FOR ED SCHWARTZ DIAGNOSED WITH A 

BRAIN BLEED 

MARCY FLETCHER, PRAYERS FOR DEAR FRIEND AND FORMER CHURCH MEMBER, 
KAY AIKEN HOSPITALIZED  

MARNIE HELBERG, PRAYERS FOR THEIR NIECE HAVING DENTAL SURGERY 

WARREN GREGORY, PRAYERS FOR HIS BROTHER MICHAEL, RECOVERY 

ALICE FARRELL 

CATHY WIGGINS 

DIANNA SANDONATO 
CHERYL EVERETT 
TRAVELLING MERCIES FOR MEMBERS 
NURSING HOME, LOCAL 

about:blank
about:blank


22 
 

GOVERNMENT 
SANDI HILGENDORF 
TEACHERS 
MARGIE RAWLS 
BLUE CREEK CHURCH 
PRESBY BIBLE STUDIES AND SUNDAY SCHOOL 
SUPPER TEAMS 
JOHN DAVID & HARRIET BRYANT 
THE HOMELESS 
CULBREATH’S 
CHERYL RICKETSON, REHAB 
RITA BENOIT, OPTIONS 
RON POPPELL, ONGOING 
PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING FOR OUR CHURCH 
 
 

 
 

 

Administration-Bobby Harper, Michael McMillan 

Christian Education-Martha Davis 

Clerk-Cindy Brown 

Congregational Care-Nancy Bell 

Fellowship–Juanita Ratliff 

Finance-Cindy Brown 

Mission/Outreach-Jamie Poppell 

Worship/Music-Marilyn Culpepper, Zachary Wiggins 


