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GATHERING 
P -PASTOR, L- LITURGIST, BOLD -ALL 

PRAYER (TO BE PRAYED SILENTLY UPON ENTERING THE SANCTUARY) 

We pray: Eternal God, you have called us to be members of one body. 

Join us with those who in all times and places have praised your 

name, that, with one heart and mind, we may show the unity of your 

church, and bring honor to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

PRELUDE   “Prelude on Nothing Between” By Ron Loree 
Based on the tune by Charles A. Tindley 

INTROIT  “Because You Live, O Christ” 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/PASSING OF FRIENDSHIP PADS/SESSION SHARING 

We stand. 

CALL TO WORSHIP   

L People of God. If you lift your net and it is empty, Come here!  

We’ll cast it out again into Christ’s abundance. 

If you open your eyes but do not recognize the Holy One, Come here! 

We’ll find the Risen Christ here among us. 
 
If your life is filled with mourning, Come here!  
 
Christ is leading a dance of joy.  
 
Come here, people of God! 
 
To give blessing and honor and glory to God! 
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GATHERING HYMN         The Old Rugged Cross George Bennard  
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REAFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 
 

Leah Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia! 
 

Hear these words from Holy Scripture:  
 
Lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called, with all 
humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 
making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace.         Eph. 4:1–3 

 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 
 

L  Siblings in Christ, our baptism is the sign and seal of our cleansing from 
sin, and of our being grafted into Christ. Through the birth, life, death, 
and resurrection of Christ, the power of sin was broken, and God’s 
kingdom entered our world. Through our baptism we were made 
citizens of God’s kingdom and freed from the bondage of sin. Let us 
celebrate that freedom and redemption through the renewal of the 
promises made at our baptism. 

 

Let us, therefore, once again reject sin, profess our faith in Christ Jesus, 
and confess the faith of the church, the faith in which we were baptized. 

 

Trusting in the gracious mercy of God, do you turn from the ways of sin 
and renounce evil and its power in the world? 
I do. 
 
Who is your Lord and Savior? 
Jesus Christ is my Lord and Savior. 
 
Will you be Christ’s faithful disciple, obeying his Word and showing his 
love? 
I will, with God’s help. 
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PROFESSION 
 

L  With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
 

Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the (+) resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Leah Loving God, we rejoice that you claimed us in our baptism, and that by 
your grace we are born anew. By your Holy Spirit renew us, that we may 
be empowered to do your will and continue forever in the risen life of 
Christ, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all glory and honor, 
now and forever. Amen. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE      Baptized in Water        Michael Saward 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Leah We pray: Eternal and all-merciful God, with all the angels and all the 

saints we laud your majesty and might. By the resurrection of your Son, 

show yourself to us and inspire us to follow Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

L We pray: O risen Christ, open us to the power of your resurrection 
as we hear it proclaimed anew this day, that we too might rise to 
new life in you. Amen. 
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We sit. 

FIRST READING  Acts 9:1-6 

L 1 Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the 

Lord, went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the 
synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged to the 

Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3 Now 
as he was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from 

heaven flashed around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice 

saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 5 He asked, “Who 
are you, Lord?” The reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 

6 But get up and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

HYMN OF PRAISE          Were You There v. 6     

Were you there when he rose up from the dead? (Were you there?) 
Were you there when he rose up from the dead? 
O! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when he rose up from the dead? (Were you there?) 
 

PSALM   PSALM 30 

L 1 I will extol you, O Lord, for you have drawn me up, and did not let my 
foes rejoice over me. 

2 O Lord my God, I cried to you for help, and you have healed me. 

3 O Lord, you brought up my soul from Sheol, restored me to life from 
among those gone down to the Pit. 
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4 Sing praises to the Lord, O you his faithful ones, and give thanks 
to his holy name. 

5 For his anger is but for a moment; his favor is for a lifetime. Weeping 
may linger for the night, but joy comes with the morning.  

6 As for me, I said in my prosperity, ‘I shall never be moved.’ 

7 By your favor, O Lord, you had established me as a strong mountain; 
you hid your face; I was dismayed.  

8 To you, O Lord, I cried, and to the Lord I made supplication: 

9 ‘What profit is there in my death, if I go down to the Pit? Will the dust 
praise you? Will it tell of your faithfulness? 

10 Hear, O Lord, and be gracious to me! O Lord, be my helper!’  

11 You have turned my mourning into dancing; you have taken off my 
sackcloth and clothed me with joy, 

12 so that my soul may praise you and not be silent. O Lord my 
God, I will give thanks to you forever. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE   Amazing Grace   John Newton  
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SECOND READING  Revelation 5:11-14 

L  11 Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the 
throne and the living creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads of 

myriads and thousands of thousands, 12 singing with full voice, 
 “Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered to receive power and 
wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!” 
13 Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, singing, 
 “To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and 
honor and glory and might forever and ever!” 
14 And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” And the elders fell down 
and worshiped. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

We Stand. 

GOSPEL John 21:1-19 

Leah   The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John the 21st chapter: 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

1 After [he appeared to his followers in Jerusalem,] Jesus showed himself 
again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he showed himself in 

this way. 2 Gathered there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the 
Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two 

others of his disciples. 3 Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” 
They said to him, “We will go with you.” They went out and got into the 
boat, but that night they caught nothing. 
 
4 Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not 

know that it was Jesus. 5 Jesus said to them, “Children, you have no fish, 

have you?” They answered him, “No.” 6 He said to them, “Cast the net 
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to the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast it, and 
now they were not able to haul it in because there were so many 

fish. 7 That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” 
When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some clothes, 

for he was naked, and jumped into the sea. 8 But the other disciples came 
in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the 
land, only about a hundred yards off. 
 
9 When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on 

it, and bread. 10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have 

just caught.” 11 So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, 
full of large fish, a hundred fifty-three of them; and though there were so 

many, the net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to them, “Come and have 
breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared to ask him, “Who are you?” 

because they knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came and took the bread and 

gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. 14 This was now the third 
time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was raised from the 
dead. 
 
15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon 
son of John, do you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, 
Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my 

lambs.” 16 A second time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you 
love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus 

said to him, “Tend my sheep.” 17 He said to him the third time, “Simon 
son of John, do you love me?” Peter felt hurt because he said to him the 
third time, “Do you love me?” And he said to him, “Lord, you know 
everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my 

sheep. 18 Very truly, I tell you, when you were younger, you used to 
fasten your own belt and to go wherever you wished. But when you 
grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will fasten a 

belt around you and take you where you do not wish to go.” 19 (He said 
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this to indicate the kind of death by which he would glorify God.) After 
this he said to him, “Follow me.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

We sit. 

REFLECTION                Leah Metzger 

We stand. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

Leah God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the 
church, the world, and all who are in need. 

L (brief silence) God of suffering service, grant to your church faithful 

leaders who have the hearts of servants, and who will gently lead your 

people into love for you and service to their neighbors. Hear us, O God; 

your mercy is great. 

God of gentle justice, raise up righteous leaders in every nation who will 

govern with truth and guide their people with fairness and equity. Hear 

us, O God; your mercy is great. 

God of tender compassion, hear the cries of all who suffer and who are 

contending with sickness and disease especially those on our prayer list 

and those we name before you now, aloud upon our lips or silently 

within our hearts. (pause) Lay upon them your gentle hand of healing. 

Hear us, O God; your mercy is great. 

God of all goodness, guide the work of our congregation, that a 

pervasive unity of purpose would guide all discernments, ministries, and 

missions. Hear us, O God; your mercy is great. 
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God of comforting hope, tend to those who are grieving, that their 

mourning may be tempered with joy. Bring us at length, with all our 

blessed dead, to the joy of your heavenly realm. Hear us, O God; your 

mercy is great. 

Leah Living Lord, you meet us in unexpected places and surprise us with the 

abundance of your love. Feed us by your Word and fill us with your 

Spirit so that we may follow you this day, and always; through Jesus 

Christ, your Son, our Savior. Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

L As Christ has taught us, so we boldly pray: Our Father, who art in 

heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us, 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

We sit. 

OFFERTORY 

L The apostle Paul writes, “I have learned to be content with what I have. 

I know what it is to have little, and I know what it is to have plenty. In 

any and all circumstances I have learned the secret of being well-fed and 

of going hungry, of having plenty and of being in need.  I can do all 

things through Christ who strengthens me.” Let us share our gifts. 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM   “Hallelujah for the Cross” Arr. By Mosie Lister 

We stand. 
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DOXOLOGY                       

 

We stand. 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

L We pray: Almighty Lord, we offer our gifts in recognition that we are 

baptized people, transformed by the power of the Holy Spirit.  So, we 

will hold nothing back but will share our lives, our hearts, our energies, 

as well as our efforts, in ministry to the world around us.  This we pray 

in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

Leah The triune God ☩ who brings life from death, bless us with joy, anoint 

us with compassion, and send us in love. Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN Now The Green Blade Rises John M.C. Crum 
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DISMISSAL & SHARING OF THE PEACE 

L           The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you.          

             Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

   Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
   Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

POSTLUDE “Alleluia! Christ Has Risen!”   By Ron Loree 

 

HYMN STORY  The Old Rugged Cross 

“The Old Rugged Cross,” in the U.S., has been the most favored of the 
approximately 300 songs written by George Bennard. Bennard was born 
into a very modest family in Youngstown, Ohio, in 1873. His father 
passed away during George’s teen years, leaving the youth with 
tremendous family responsibilities. To that end, he became a coal miner, 
as was his father before him. Later, and for a number of years, he and his 
wife worked with the Salvation Army. George served for several years as 
an itinerant Methodist preacher and had a favorite scripture verse, John 
3:16. When quoting the verse, he seemed to always have a vision of a 
cross — a crude Roman instrument of death. It was stained with the 
blood of Christ, who gave his life in order to make us save us. 

HYMN STORY    Baptized in Water 

 The hymn "Baptized in Water" was written by Michael Saward in 
London in 1981, a few days after his 25th anniversary of ordination. It 
explores the theology of baptism, drawing upon biblical passages like 
John 3:5, Ephesians 1:13, and 1 Peter 3:21. The hymn uses imagery of 
cleansing, dying with Christ, and rising with him, ultimately highlighting 
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the privilege of becoming God's children. The tune, BUNESSAN, is a 
Gaelic melody originally used for a carol by Mary Macdonald. 

HYMN STORY   Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound! 

 Written in 1772, the words for the song were borne from the heart, 
mind and experiences of the Englishman John Newton. Knowing the 
story of John Newton’s life as a slave trader and the journey he went 
through before writing the hymn will help to understand the depth of his 
words and his gratefulness for God's truly amazing grace.  

Newton was a slave ship master, a profession in which he served for 
several years. Bringing slaves from Africa to England over multiple trips, 
he admitted to sometimes treating the slaves abhorrently. In 1754, after 
becoming violently ill on a sea voyage, Newton abandoned his life as a 
slave trader, the slave trade, and seafaring, altogether, wholeheartedly 
devoting his life to God's service. Eventually, Newton fought alongside 
William Wilberforce, leader of the parliamentary campaign to abolish the 
English African slave trade. 

 

HYMN STORY                       Now the Green Blade Rises        

This beautiful hymn first appeared in the Oxford Book of Carols in 1928, 
with text by John MacLeod Campbell Crum and music taken from the 
ancient French carol Noël Nouvelet. Crum served in the Church of 
England in various roles between 1897 and 1943 and also wrote books, 
theological works, and hymns for children. 

While firmly centered in biblical concepts and passages, this hymn speaks 
to our imagination in the way it combines three different ideas. The first 
and primary idea is the Easter story, centered on the laying of Jesus in the 
grave, dark and cold, not knowing that the unthinkable – unimaginable – 
would happen in only a short time. The second idea is a direct parallel of 
the first, with a grain of wheat sleeping unseen in the ground, dark and 
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cold, waiting to spring up from the earth in the form of a single blade of 
green. The first three verses play with these parallels in different ways, 
with the third verse centered on the resurrection itself. 

The third idea, fully developed in the final verse, brings the whole story 
into the present and speaks of the power of Jesus’s love to bring about 
resurrection in our own lives and our own hearts. This final verse also 
clarifies the use of the word “love” for the idea of grain in the earth as 
well as the idea of Jesus in the grave. With “Love is come again,” we are 
reminded that Jesus – who is love – is here, just like the grain in the earth. 

 

Leading Worship: Juanita Ratliff, Liturgist; Leah Metzger, Accompanist & 
Director 
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Notes & Announcements 
• Fellowship meeting Tuesday May 6th at 5 pm 

• Worship meeting Tuesday, May 6th at 6 pm 

• Christian Education meeting Thursday, May 8th at 10:30 am 

• Honoring Graduates today, Sunday, May 11, 2025 

• Ushers for May 18th: Warren Gregory, Polly Kincaid, Zach Wiggins, 

Paul Wiggins, Steve Brown 

• Liturgist for May 18th: Amalia Barrett 

• FPC website www.firstpresperry.org 

• Send prayer requests to prayer@firstpresperry.org or contact Jeanne 
Hilgendorf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Sunday School Schedule 

Sunday School ends for summer on May 18th and resumes on September 7th  

No Sunday School June, July, and August 

Women's and men's combined Sunday school class will be in the Fellowship 

Hall with Pastor Bryant leading. He will be teaching on “tough choices” 

beginning September 7th. We look forward to seeing everyone.  Please contact 

Martha Davis for more information. 
  

Christian Education 

  

about:blank
about:blank
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FPC PRAYER LIST 

TOGETHER, WE PRAY FOR:  

HARRIETT BRYANT REQUEST PRAYERS FOR ED SCHWARTZ DIAGNOSED WITH A 

BRAIN BLEED 

MARCY FLETCHER, PRAYERS FOR DEAR FRIEND AND FORMER CHURCH MEMBER, 
KAY AIKEN HOSPITALIZED  

MARNIE HELBERG, PRAYERS FOR THEIR NIECE HAVING DENTAL SURGERY 

WARREN GREGORY, PRAYERS FOR HIS BROTHER MICHAEL, RECOVERY 

ALICE FARRELL 

CATHY WIGGINS 

DIANNA SANDONATO 
CHERYL EVERETT 
TRAVELLING MERCIES FOR MEMBERS 
NURSING HOME, LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT 
SANDI HILGENDORF 
TEACHERS 
MARGIE RAWLS 
BLUE CREEK CHURCH 
PRESBY BIBLE STUDIES AND SUNDAY SCHOOL 
SUPPER TEAMS 
JOHN DAVID & HARRIET BRYANT 
THE HOMELESS 
CULBREATH’S 
CHERYL RICKETSON, REHAB 
RITA BENOIT, OPTIONS 
RON POPPELL, ONGOING 
PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING FOR OUR CHURCH 
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The Day Camp registration form is now available on our  

website at www.firstpresperry.org 
  

 


