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P-PASTOR, L-LLITURGIST, BOLD-ALL

GATHERING

PREPARATORY PRAYER (prayed upon entering the sanctuary) Loving Lord,
we rejoice in the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ. Thank you for

the hope and new life this brings. Make us live in the light of his victory
over death. Amen.

PRELUDE “The Lord's My Shepherd, I'll Not Want” J. S. Irvine Arr. By M. Cox
INTROIT ‘“Mothering God, You Gave Me Birth”
ANNOUNCEMENTS/PASSING OF FRIENDSHIP PADS/SESSION SHARING
We stand.

CALL TO WORSHIP

L Alleluia!l Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Our Good Shepherd says, I was hungry, and you gave me something
to eat, I was thirsty, and you gave me something to drink,

Our Good Shepherd says, I was a stranger, and you invited me in, I
needed clothes, and you clothed me,

Our Good Shepherd says, I was sick, and you looked after me, I was
in prison, and you came to visit me.’

‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the
kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world.



CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON

P

P

Blessed be the name of * the One who was, who is, and who is to

come. Trusting that our risen Lord intercedes for us, let us confess our

sin.
(bruef silence for reflection)

Good Shepherd, we take your care for granted. In the midst of your
many blessings, we complain of not having enough. In the
presence of danger, we fail to trust your abiding love. When you
set a table before us, we turn aside from you. Call us back into
your care and help us trust your caring presence, that our actions

may proclaim your truth. Amen.
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Christ, have mer - cy; Lord, have mer-cy up - on us.

Jesus stood among the disciples and said, “Peace be with you.” Know
that you are forgiven * for the sake of Jesus. Receive Christ’s peace.

Alleluia! Amen.



GLORIA PATRI

(Shared PCUSA-ELCA resource)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P We pray: O God of peace, you brought again from the dead our Lord
Jesus Christ, the great shepherd of the sheep. By the blood of your eternal
covenant, make us complete in everything good that we may do your will,
and work among us all that is well-pleasing in your sight, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

L We pray: Good Shepherd, open our hearts with your ancient words
that we might be made new. Speak our names and we will follow
where you lead. Amen.

We sit.
FIRST READING Acts 9:36-43

L *Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in

Greek is Dorcas. She was devoted to good works and acts of charity.

7 At that time she became ill and died. When they had washed her, they
laid her in a room upstairs. ** Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples,
who heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him with the request,

“Please come to us without delay.”

77 So Peter got up and went with them; and when he artived, they took
him to the room upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and
showing tunics and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was
with them. * Peter put all of them outside, and then he knelt down and
prayed. He turned to the body and said, “Tabitha, get up.” Then she
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opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat up. *' He gave her his hand
and helped her up. Then calling the saints and widows, he showed her to
be alive. ** This became known throughout Joppa, and many believed in
the Lord. ** Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for some time with a certain

Simon, a tanner.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 23 (we say responsively by whole verse)

L

"'The Lortd is my shepherd, I shall not want.

> He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside
still waters;

7 he restores my soul. He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake.

* Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for
you are with me; your rod and your staff—they comfort me.

* You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you
anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.

¢ Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord my whole life long.

SECOND READING Revelation 7:9-17

L

? After this I looked, and thete was a great multitude that no one could
count, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages,
standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with

palm branches in their hands. '’ They cried out in a loud voice, saying,



“Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and
to the Lamb!”

" And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and
the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne
and worshiped God, " singing, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom
and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever
and evet! Amen.” " Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who
are these, robed in white, and where have they come from?” '*1 said to
him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then he said to me, “These are
they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their
robes and made them white in the blood of the L.amb.

> For this reason they are before the throne of God, and worship him
day and night within his temple, and the one who is seated on the throne
will shelter them. ' They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; the
sun will not strike them, nor any scorching heat; " for the Lamb at the
center of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to
springs of the water of life, and God will wipe away every tear from their

eyes.”

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

We rise.
GOSPEL John 10:22-30
P The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John the 10th chapter:

Glory to you, O Lord.

2 At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It

was winter, * and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of
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Solomon. #*So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, “How
long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us
plainly.” # Jesus answered, “I have told you, and you do not believe. The
works that I do in my Fathet’s name testify to me; % but you do not
believe, because you do not belong to my sheep.

*’My sheep heat my voice. I know them, and they follow me. 1 give
them eternal life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out
of my hand. # What my Father has given me is greater than all else, and

no one can snatch it out of the Father’s hand. ** The Father and I are

b

one.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
We sit.
CHILDREN’S SERMON Rev. Pr. J. David Bryant
SERMON “Shepherded, not Graduated” Rev. Pr. J. David Bryant

We rise.



SERMON HYMN Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us  GTG 187

1 Sav-ior, like a shep-herd lead us; much we need your ten-der care.
2 We are yours: in love be - friend us; be the guard-ian of our way.
3 You have prom-ised to re - ceive us, poor and sin-ful though we be;

4 EBar - ly let usseekyourfa - vor; ear-ly let us do your will
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Bless - ed Lord and on -ly Sav - ior, with your love our spir-its fill.
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Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have loved us; love wus still.
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THE NICENE CREED

L

Let us profess the faith, saying: We believe in one God, the Father,
the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and
unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the
Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy
Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and
the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for

the (*F) resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

We sit or stand.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

P

Shepherding God, we come before you in prayer for the church, the
wortld, and all who ate in need.
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(brief silence) For your holy church, continually show us your grace upon
grace, that we boldly testify to your love. God of resurrection, receive
our prayetr.

For the world, that you nourish your people and your creation. God of

resurrection, receive our prayer.

For victims of oppression, that you deliver all suffering under
oppression, thwarting the plans of unjust leaders, and giving wisdom to
elected officials. God of resurrection, receive our prayer.

For the sick and the recovering, and for all on our prayer list and for
those we name before you now aloud upon our lips or silently within our

hearts. (pause) God of resurrection, receive our prayer.

For our congregation and its ministries, transform the way we have
always done things into your new future for us. God of resurrection,
receive our prayer.

For our graduates, Elena & Lily, that you illuminate their minds and
hearts to uplift others and make the world a better place. God of

resurrection, receive our prayer.

For all on Mother’s Day: bless mothers, grandmothers, and all who offer
mothering care. Come close to all whose relationships with their families
are difficult, and console all who grieve the loss of mothers, mother

figures, or children. God of resurrection, receive our prayer.

For all who have died, that their hope in you, is fulfilled in resurrection.

God of resurrection, receive our prayer.

Alleluial Almighty God, to whom all honor belongs, you gather people
from every tribe and language to praise your name eternally. Join our
song with all of heaven as we worship you this day in the glorious light
of Christ. Amen.
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EUCHARIST
We sit.

OFFERTORY

L The Shepherd provides all we need, calling us to love one another. May

our gifts reflect our care and our willingness to love one another.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM ‘Power in the Blood”. Arr. By Mosie Lister

We sit or stand.

DOXOLOGY
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

L We pray: Thank you, Risen Lord, for making us yours and for caring for
us as a good shepherd cares for the sheep. Help us see Jesus in those
who are poor and needy, and to serve him humbly by serving them.

Amen.
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We stand.

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE

P God prepares the table for us, offering a feast of abundant love. Come
and feast with your Shepherd.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

P The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks
and praise.

It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise, O
Lord our God, creator and ruler of the universe, for the glorious
resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave
himself to take away our sin, who in dying has destroyed death, and in
rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and
Peter and all the witnesses of the resutrrection, with earth and sea and all
their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Great Shepherd of the world, you are indeed holy, and great is the
majesty of your glory. You created all things and showered blessings and
loving care upon all that you created. You formed Israel as your chosen
tflock, and made them to lie down in green pasture. And when they
turned from you, you did not spurn them, but sent forth another
shepherd, your only Son, to seek out the lost sheep of Israel and of all
the world and call them to himself by name.

Christ the Lord is our good shepherd.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for yon and for all people for the

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim
the Lord's death until he comes.

Christ has died; Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

And so, holy Father, with this bread and cup, we remember the life of
Christ our shepherd and the covenant he made with us. We remember
his seeking of the lost, the outcast, the sinner, and we remember his
loving example as a shepherd among us. But especially we remember his
own willingness to lay down his shepherd's staff and become the Lamb
who was slain on the cross for our sins. As you raised him from death to
life, so send him again in our days to raise us up and gather us as his
flock around your eternal throne.

Amen. Come, Lotd Jesus.

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that this + bread and this cup
might be the body and blood of our shepherd Christ, that + we might be

renewed in spirit and find our fellowship among the saved.
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.
With loving hand and guiding staff, keep us all on the path to

righteousness until we are joined as one heavenly flock with the saints
and angels of glory, where we will sing eternal praises in the presence of
Jesus our good shepherd. Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and
forever. Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER (SUNG TO THE MALOTTE TUNE)

As Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray:
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BREAKING OF THE BREAD

P Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. Happy
are we who are called to his supper.
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Communion assistants come to the chancel during the Lamb of God.

LAMB OF GOD
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2 O Lambof God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.
e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
P Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life.

Gluten-free options are available. Please ask Pr. Bryant as you approach the chancel.
COMMUNION HYMN “Before The Throne of God Above”

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

L We pray: Shepherding One, in this feast you have made yourself known
to us. Send us now to tell of your wonders, sing of your glory, and
proclaim your love. Amen.

We sit.
GRADUATE BLESSING

P Elena & Lily, we are delighted to recognize and celebrate your
graduation. It is our privilege to affirm you as you complete a major life
phase and move with great expectations into another.
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Graduates, please come forward. Elena & Lily, may God bless you.

May God bless you to fail utterly, and more than once. We learn more
from our failures than from our successes. In failure, we are humbled
and stretched. We need others when we fail. We need God. We learn
from failure. Our willingness to fail shows a willingness risk. Risk
requires trust, especially trust in God. In failure, we find out who we
really are, and so do others. So, may you fail miserably from time to
tme.

May God bless you to know people smarter than you. You may be
teeling super-smart right now. People around Jesus, especially highly
religious people, thought they were the smartest in the room. They
weren’t. Jesus was. It is good to know people smarter than you, people
who are relationally, cognitively, spiritually, and experientially smart.
They can become mentors, people imitate. It’s good to imitate Jesus
well. Jesus is the ultimate know-it-all, because Jesus does know it all,
making Jesus your premier mentot.

May God bless you to wait for a long time for something you really
want. Hope is born from waiting. In the middle of the in-between, we
learn patience, long-term prayer, and being shaped by God into God’s
will. If you hate to wait for anything, I hope God blesses you to wait for
something big. Too much too soon is not good for you. I suspect you
do not like to wait, but you must. God will make you wait sometimes,
and you will be blessed.

May God bless you to lose yourself in another. I don’t mean just falling
in love. I do mean that, but something else, too. In those rare moments
when we forget ourselves because we are totally caught up in gracing
another, it is then we are at our best. Jesus calls it denying ourselves, and
taking up a cross. It’s what Jesus did. It defined him. You won’t be
conscious of it at the time, but it is life at its best. And you were made
for it.
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Finally, may God bless you to see how every end is a beginning, is a time
for this and a time for that. And these are rarely far apart. This is why
graduation is called a commencement; an ending and a beginning.
Endings are not bad. They are usually not endings at all, but beginnings
tfor what happens next... like death for a follower of Jesus. You’ll be
blessed to see how great God excels at pulling starts out of finishes.

Now, Elena & Lily, consider yourselves blessed, in unexpected ways!

We pray: God of new beginnings, thank you for the journey of learning
and growth that these graduates have experienced. As they travel new
paths, may they be filled with wisdom, courage, and grace. Bless their
tuture endeavors and through them make a positive impact on the

world. Amen.
PRESENTATION Clerk Cindy Brown

Elena & Lily receive these bibles as both sign and guide. Let each guide
you in ways to go out into the world in peace; to be of good courage; to
hold fast to what is good; to return no one evil for evil; to strengthen the
tainthearted; to support the weak; to help the suffering; to honor all
people; to love and serve God, and to rejoice in the power of the Holy

Spirit.
SENDING
We sit

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

P The triune God, who was, who is, and who is to come, Sovereign,

Savior, and Spirit, forever light your way with resurrection dawn.
Alleluia!
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SENDING HYMN The King of Love, My Shepherd Is
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5 Thou spread’st a table in my sight; 6
thy unction grace bestoweth;

and O what transport of delight
from thy pure chalice floweth!
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And so through all the length of days
thy goodness faileth never;

Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise
within thy house forever.



DISMISSAL AND SHARING OF THE PEACE

I. Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluial Alleluial

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!
POSTLUDE “I'he Day of Resurrection” Ross Anderson Attr. To J. Michael Haydn

Leading Worship: Rev. Pr. J. David Bryant, Minister; Shona Whiddon,
Liturgist; Leah Metzger, Accompanist & Director

Administration-Bobby Harper, Michael McMillan
Christian Education-Martha Davis
Clerk-Cindy Brown
Congregational Care-Nancy Bell
Fellowship—Juanita Ratliff
Finance-Cindy Brown
Mission /Outreach-Jamie Poppell
Worship/Music-Marilyn Culpepper, Zachary Wiggins
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Notes & Announcements

On this Mothet's Day, let us thank God for all mothers, earthly and
heavenly, who give/have given their hearts and lives to nurture, guide,

and love their children.

e Administration meeting Tuesday, May 13™ at 4 pm
¢ Finance meeting Thursday, May 15" at 11 am

e Ushers for May 18th: Warren Gregory, Polly Kincaid, Zach Wiggins,
Paul Wiggins, Steve Brown

e Liturgist for May 18th: Amalia Barrett

e ['PC website www.firstpresperry.org

e Send prayer requests to praver(@firstpresperry.org or contact Jeanne
Hilgendorf

Summer Sunday School Schedule

Sunday School ends for sunmer on May 18th and resumes on September 7th
No Sunday School June, July, and Angust

Women's and men's combined Sunday school class will be in the Fellowship
Hall with Pastor Bryant leading. He will be teaching on “tough choices”
beginning September 7th. We look forward to seeing everyone. Please contact
Martha Davis for more information.

Christian Education
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NOVUS WAY
DAY CAMP 2025

at First Presbyterian Church
310 Plantation Road
Perry, FL 32348

$20* WEEK-LONG: JUNE 9 - JUNE 13
M-TH9 am - 4 pm, FRI 9 am - 12 Noon

Crades K-8 *$20 per child or pay what you can pay

For registration forms or more information, contact

First Presbyterian Church. Children receive the gift of

going to camp without the high cost associated with
travel & overnight lodging.

Perks are:

B Trained & screend counselors

B Fun, worship, games, Bible study, fellowship, crafts, service,
sharing & prayer

B A unique blend of outdoor ministry & congregational ministry

B Atmosphere of enthusiasm & positive role models

For registration forms or more information, contact First Presbyterian:

Email: office@firstpresperry.org Phone: (850) 584-3826

Novus Way Ministry is a collaborative outdoor ministry focused on sharing the love and joy of Jesus

The Day Camp registration form is now available on our
website at www.firstpresperry.org
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FPC PRAYER LIST

TOGETHER, WE PRAY FOR:

MARCY FILLETCHER, PRAYERS FOR DEAR FRIEND AND FORMER CHURCH MEMBER,
KAy AIKEN HOSPITAIIZED

MARNIE HEIBERG, PRAYERS FOR THEIR NIECE HAVING DENTAL SURGERY
IWARREN GREGORY, PRAYERS FOR HIS BROTHER MICHAEL, RECOVERY
AILICE FARRELL

DIANNA SANDONATO

CHERYL EVERETT

TRAVELLING MERCIES FOR MEMBERS

NURSING HOME, L.OCAL

GOVERNMENT

S ANDI HI.GENDORF

TEACHERS

MARGIE RAWL.S

BILLUE CREEK CHURCH

PRESBY BIBLE STUDIES AND SUNDAY SCHOOL

SUPPER TEAMS

JOHN DAVID & HARRIET BRYANT

THE HOMELESS

CULBREATH'S

CHERYL RICKETSON, REHAB

RiT4 BENOIT, OPTIONS

RON POPPELL, ONGOING

PRAYERS OF THANKSGIIVING FOR OUR CHURCH

Thank you for holding Ed Schwartz in prayer, who was able to serve meals
this past weekend at a Co-ed Via De Cristo Retreat. Clearly, God is doing
good things through prayer and through us.

God bless you, Harriet
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