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P-PASTOR, L-LITURGIST, BOLD-ALL 

GATHERING  

PREPARATORY PRAYER (prayed upon entering the sanctuary) Loving Lord, 
we rejoice in the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ. Thank you for 
the hope and new life this brings. Make us live in the light of his victory 
over death. Amen. 
 

PRELUDE “Purer in Heart” By Scott Oyer Based on the tune by J. H. Fillmore 
 
 

INTROIT “Just As I Am” Bob Helberg & Juanita Ratliff 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/PASSING OF FRIENDSHIP PADS/SESSION SHARING 

We stand. 

CALL TO WORSHIP   

L Alleluia! Christ is risen!  
He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
Come, people of God!  
Let us sing the praises of the One who has called us out of 
darkness into his marvelous light! 
 
For once we were not a people at all,  
but now we are God’s people! 
 

Let’s worship God together. 
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GATHERING HYMN    CHRIST IS ALIVE! LET CHRISTIANS SING   GTG 246 

 

CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

P      Blessed be the name of ☩ the One who was, who is, and who is to 
come. Trusting that our risen Lord intercedes for us, let us confess our 
sin.     
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(brief silence for reflection) 

  Shepherding God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot 
free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 
may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. Amen. 

KYRIE         GTG 551 

 

P  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and 
for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained 
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare 
to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Alleluia! Amen.  
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GLORIA PATRI             (Shared PCUSA-ELCA resource) 

 

 



6 
 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

P  We pray:  O Lord God, you teach us that without love, our actions gain 
nothing. Pour into our hearts your most excellent gift of love, that, made 
alive by your Spirit, we may know goodness and peace, through your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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WORD  

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

L  We pray: Shepherding God, open our hearts with your ancient 
words that we might be made new. Speak our names and we will 
follow where you lead. Amen. 

We sit. 
FIRST READING   Acts 11:1-18 

L 1 Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the 

Gentiles had also accepted the word of God. 2 So when Peter went up to 

Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him, 3 saying, “Why did 

you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?” 4 Then Peter began to 

explain it to them, step by step, saying, 5 “I was in the city of Joppa 
praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was something like a large 
sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and 

it came close to me. 6 As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, 

beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. 7 I also heard a voice saying 

to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8 But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord; 

for nothing profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ 9 But a 
second time the voice answered from heaven, ‘What God has made 

clean, you must not call profane.’ 10 This happened three times; then 

everything was pulled up again to heaven. 11 At that very moment three 
men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house where we 

were. 12 The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a distinction 
between them and us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we 

entered the man’s house. 13 He told us how he had seen the angel 
standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who 

is called Peter; 14 he will give you a message by which you and your entire 

household will be saved.’ 15 And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell 

upon them just as it had upon us at the beginning. 16 And I remembered 
the word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptized with water, but 

you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17 If then God gave them the 
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same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who 

was I that I could hinder God?” 18 When they heard this, they were 
silenced. And they praised God, saying, “Then God has given even to 
the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.” 
 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM  Psalm 148   (we say responsively by whole verse) 

L 1 Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise him in the 
heights! 

2 Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his host!  

3 Praise him, sun and moon; praise him, all you shining stars! 

4 Praise him, you highest heavens, and you waters above the 
heavens!  

5 Let them praise the name of the Lord, for he commanded and they 
were created. 

6 He established them for ever and ever; he fixed their bounds, 
which cannot be passed. 

7 Praise the Lord from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps, 

8 fire and hail, snow and frost, stormy wind fulfilling his 
command!  

9 Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars! 

10 Wild animals and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds!  

11 Kings of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the earth! 
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12 Young men and women alike, old and young together!  

13 Let them praise the name of the Lord, for his name alone is exalted; 
   his glory is above earth and heaven. 

14 He has raised up a horn for his people, praise for all his faithful, 
   for the people of Israel who are close to him. Praise the Lord! 

SECOND READING  Revelation 21:1-6 

L 1 I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first 

earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy 
city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 

prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice 
from the throne saying, 
“See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them; they 

will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them; 4 he will wipe 
every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying 
and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away.” 
5 And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all 
things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy 

and true.” 6 Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the 
Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a 
gift from the spring of the water of life.”  

  
 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
We rise. 
GOSPEL John 13:31-35 
P The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John the 13th chapter: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been 

glorified, and God has been glorified in him. 32 If God has been glorified 
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in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at 

once. 33 Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look 
for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, 

you cannot come.’ 34 I give you a new commandment, that you love one 

another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 35 By 
this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for 
one another.”  
 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.  

 
We sit. 
CHILDREN’S SERMON                    Rev. Pr.  J. David Bryant 
 

SERMON          “Acts of Love”                      Rev. Pr.  J. David Bryant 
 
We rise. 
SERMON HYMN       ALLELUIA! ALLELUIA! GIVE THANKS       GTG 240 
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PRESENTATION OF NEW MEMBER 
 
P Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for John Singer, 

one with us in the body of Christ, whom we welcome as an affiliate 
member into the life and ministry of this congregation. 

 
John will continue to participate in the life of our congregation and will 
retain his voting membership in Immaculate Conception Roman 
Catholic Church here in Perry. 

 
APOSTLE’S CREED 
 
L Together with John and the whole church in Christ Jesus, let us confess 

our faith. 
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I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the (+) resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

ADDRESS AND QUESTIONS 
 
P In baptism, we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to share 

in the mission of God. We are called to live among God’s faithful 
people, to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, to 
proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, to 
serve all people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice 
and peace in all the earth. 

 
John, do you intend to continue in the covenant of your baptism among 
God’s people in this place? 

 
John I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
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People of God, do you promise to support and pray for John in his life 
in Christ? 
 
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 

 
WELCOME 
 
P Let us formally welcome John, our brother in Christ, into this 

community of faith. 
 

We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will give 
thanks and praise to God and proclaim the good news to all the 
world. 

 
We sit or stand. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

 

P Shepherding God, we come before you in prayer for the church, the 
world, and all who are in need. 

L (brief silence) For your holy church, continually show us your grace upon 
grace, that we boldly testify to your love. God of resurrection, receive 
our prayer. 

For the world, that you nourish your people and your creation. God of 
resurrection, receive our prayer. 

For victims of oppression, that you deliver all suffering under 
oppression, thwarting the plans of unjust leaders, and giving wisdom to 
elected officials. God of resurrection, receive our prayer. 

For the sick and the recovering, and for all on our prayer list and for 
those we name before you now aloud upon our lips or silently within our 
hearts. (pause) God of resurrection, receive our prayer. 
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For John, whom you have drawn to yourself by the love of Jesus Christ 
and whom we have welcomed into this household of faith. Keep us 
close together in your Spirit, in the breaking of bread and the prayers, 
and in service to others. God of resurrection, receive our prayer. 

For our congregation and its ministries, transform the way we have 
always done things into your new future for us. God of resurrection, 
receive our prayer. 

For all who have died, that their hope in you, is fulfilled in resurrection. 
God of resurrection, receive our prayer. 

P  Surprising God, in the resurrection of Jesus you make all things new. 
Long ago you called us to a love beyond all social and cultural 
differences and gave us the gift of your Holy Spirit to open their hearts 
to enact such love. Give us that same spirit of openness, that we too 
might discern new directions in our day for your dream to reconcile and 
heal all creation. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

SHARING OF THE PEACE  

L The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

EUCHARIST  

We sit. 
OFFERTORY  

 
L We are called to love one another as God loves us—all of us. Those who 

are nothing like us, those who live somewhere else, those who are 
undeserving in our eyes. Let us give freely as God freely gives to us. 

 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM   “Bathe Me in Your Light” Arr. By Mosie Lister 
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We sit or stand. 
DOXOLOGY       

 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER  
 

L We pray: Risen One, you have gathered us around your table of grace 
along with these gifts we bring. Come among us again, breathe your life 
into us, and enliven us with this meal, that we may live as your risen 
body in the world. Amen.  

 
We stand. 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE  

P  God prepares the table for us, offering a feast of abundant love. Come 
and feast with your Shepherd. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING  

P  The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

  Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks 
and praise. 

 It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and 
the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 

 
  Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: Endless is your mercy and 

eternal your reign. You have filled all creation with light and life; heaven 
and earth are full of your glory. We praise you for the grace shown to 
your people in every age: the promise to Israel, the rescue from Egypt, 
the gift of the promised land, the words of the prophets; and, at this end 
of all the ages, the gift of your Son, who proclaimed the good news in 
word and deed and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life. 
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  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

      Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

   

  For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim 
the Lord’s death until he comes.  

 

  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

   

  Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup, we remember the life our 
Lord offered for us. And, believing the witness of his resurrection, we 
await his coming in power to share with us the great and promised feast. 

 

  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

  Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that we who share in Christ’s (+) 
body and blood may live to the praise of your glory and receive our 
inheritance with all your saints in light. 

 

  Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

  Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every 
place and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest 
until he comes as victorious Lord of all. Through him, with him, in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, almighty 
Father, now and forever. Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER                            (SUNG TO THE MALOTTE TUNE) 

  As Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray: 

 
BREAKING OF THE BREAD  

P   Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. Happy 
are we who are called to his supper.  
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Communion assistants come to the chancel during the Lamb of God. 

LAMB OF GOD  

 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION  

P    Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life. 

Gluten-free options are available. Please ask Pr. Bryant as you approach the chancel. 

COMMUNION HYMN “Come to the Water” © 2012 sixsteps Music; worshiptogether.com songs 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

L  We pray: Shepherding One, in this feast you have made yourself known 
to us. Send us now to tell of your wonders, sing of your glory, and 
proclaim your love. Amen. 

SENDING  

We sit. 
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  

P The triune God, who was, who is, and who is to come, Sovereign, ☩ 
Savior, and Spirit, forever light your way with resurrection dawn. 
Alleluia! 
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SENDING HYMN  BORNING CRY  GTG 488 
 

 



21 
 

DISMISSAL  

L Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

POSTLUDE "I Will Sing of My Redeemer" By Franklin Ritter 

Based on “My Redeemer” by James McGranahan 

Leading Worship: Rev. Pr.  J. David Bryant, Minister; Amalia Barrett, Liturgist; 
Leah Metzger, Accompanist & Director 
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Notes & Announcements 
 

• Session meeting Tuesday, May 20th at 5:30 pm 

• Last Fellowship Supper May 21st  

• Ushers for May 25th: David Culpepper, Jeanne Hilgendorf, Warren 

Hilgendorf, Dianna Sandonato, Marilyn Culpepper 

• Liturgist for May 25th: Dianna Sandonato 

• FPC website www.firstpresperry.org 

• Send prayer requests to prayer@firstpresperry.org or contact Jeanne 
Hilgendorf 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday worship services will begin at 10:00 am 
for the months of June, July, and August 

 

 

The Worship Committee would like to evaluate the YouTube worship service 
through a survey.  A survey will be handed out over the next two weeks.  Please 
fill the survey out and return it by placing it in the offering plate by June 1st. 

Summer Sunday School Schedule 
Sunday School ends for summer on May 18th and resumes on September 7th  

No Sunday School June, July, and August 
Women's and men's combined Sunday school class will be in the Fellowship 
Hall with Pastor Bryant leading. He will be teaching on “tough choices” 
beginning September 7th. We look forward to seeing everyone.  Please contact 
Martha Davis for more information. 
  

Christian Education 

about:blank
about:blank
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The Day Camp registration form is now available on our  

website at www.firstpresperry.org 
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FPC PRAYER LIST 

TOGETHER, WE PRAY FOR:  

MARCY FLETCHER, PRAYERS FOR DEAR FRIEND AND FORMER CHURCH MEMBER, 
KAY AIKEN HOSPITALIZED  

MARNIE HELBERG, PRAYERS FOR THEIR NIECE HAVING DENTAL SURGERY 

WARREN GREGORY, PRAYERS FOR HIS BROTHER MICHAEL, RECOVERY 

ALICE FARRELL 

CATHY WIGGINS 

DIANNA SANDONATO 
CHERYL EVERETT 
TRAVELLING MERCIES FOR MEMBERS 
NURSING HOME, LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT 
SANDI HILGENDORF 
TEACHERS 
MARGIE RAWLS 
BLUE CREEK CHURCH 
PRESBY BIBLE STUDIES AND SUNDAY SCHOOL 
SUPPER TEAMS 
JOHN DAVID & HARRIET BRYANT 
THE HOMELESS 
CULBREATH’S 
CHERYL RICKETSON, REHAB 
RITA BENOIT, OPTIONS 
RON POPPELL, ONGOING 
PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING FOR OUR CHURCH 

 
Thank you for holding Ed Schwartz in prayer, who was able to serve 

meals this past weekend at a Co-ed Via De Cristo Retreat. Clearly, God 

is doing good things through prayer and through us.      

God bless you, Harriet Bryant 


