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P-PASTOR, L-LITURGIST, BOLD-ALL

GATHERING

PREPARATORY PRAYER (prayed upon entering the sanctuary) God who
journeys with us, we gather together as we follow you. You have made
rough ways smooth. You have parted seas. You have given us strength to
climb mountains and courage to traverse valleys. We open ourselves to
the heartbreak of caring for the world that you love. We claim hope and
joy as our inheritance and portion. We remember that you are with us
and give you thanks for the journey. Amen.

PRELUDE  ‘“Pastorale” By Roy Danielson
ANNOUNCEMENTS/PASSING OF FRIENDSHIP PADS/SESSION SHARING

We stand.
CALL TO WORSHIP

L Your way, O God, is holy. What god is so great as our God?
You work wonders and display your glory. How great is our God!
Your way, O God, is holy. What god is so merciful as our God?
You redeem your people from generation to generation. How
merciful is our God!
Your way, O God, is holy. What god is so just as our God?
You hear the cries of the troubled and move in righteousness. How

just is our God!



GATHERING HYMN

I HEARD THE VOICE OF JESUS SAY GTG 182
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heard the voice of Je-sus say,
heard the voice of Je-sus say,
heard the voice of Je-sus say,
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“Come un-to me and rest;
“Be - hold, T free - ly give
“1 am this dark world’s light;
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lay down, O wea-ry one, lay down your head up-on  my breast.”
the liv - ing wa-ter, thirst-y one; stoop down and drink and live.”
look un - to  me, your morn shall rise, and all your day be bright.”
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I came to Je - sus as I was, so wea-ry, worn, and sad; 1
I  came to Je - sus, and Idrank of that life-giv -ing stream; my
I lookedto Je - sus, and I found in him my star, my sun; and
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found in him  a rest - ing place, and he has made me glad.
thirst was quenched, my  soul re-vived, and now [ live in him.
in that light  of life I'lll walk till trav-eling days are done.
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CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON

P Blessed be the name of * the One who was, who is, and who is to
come. The love of God has been shed abroad in our hearts through the
Holy Spirit which was given to us.

Let us confess our failure to love God and others
(brief silence for reflection)

Spirit of God, you ask us to be your Church. You show us your
compassion, give us your Word, feed us with your grace, and give
us new life. Still, we are not recognizable as your children. For
when you call us to follow you, all too often, our response is, “but
first.” Forgive our sins. Save us from the sins we hide. And move
us beyond the instances when our first response to you is “but

first.” Amen.
KYRIE GTG 551
f ) - | ) ~ -
H I J . H J
SeSSS==——=—=
Lord, have mer - «cy; Christ, have mer - cy; Lord, have
(A) (D/FF)Y  (Fim) (G) (A) (Bm)
C F/A Am Bb C Dm
I 9 T i | T =Y | ]
Hey>o—=—f—Ff - H — — i w—
| 1 I 1 | 1] 1 ]
U I | 1 | I
mer - cy up - on us. Lord, have mer - cy;
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Christ, have mer - cy; Lord, have mer-cy up - on us.
P Be assured the Father of all mercies cleanses us from our sins and

restores us in his image to the praise and glory of his name, and you are
torgiven, through Jesus Christ our Lord. In the name of the Father, and
of the '+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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(Shared PCUSA-ELCA resource)
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glo-ry to God, glo- ry to God, and peace to God’s peo- ple on earth.
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and peace to God’s peo - ple on earth.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P We pray: Sovereign God, ruler of all hearts, you call us to obey you, and

you favor us with true freedom. Keep us faithful to the ways of your
Son, that, leaving behind all that hinders us, we may steadfastly follow
your paths, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

L We pray: God of grace, our surest companion along life’s road,
make us trust and rely upon your wisdom, for you alone truly know
what is worthy, faithful, and true. Amen.

We sit.
FIRST READING 1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21

L "Then the Lord said to [Elijah,] “Go, return on your way to the
wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as
king over Aram. '° Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over
Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as
prophet in your place.”

”So he set out from there, and found Elisha son of Shaphat, who was
plowing. There were twelve yoke of oxen ahead of him, and he was with
the twelfth. Elijah passed by him and threw his mantle over him. *’ He
left the oxen, ran after Elijah, and said, “Let me kiss my father and my
mother, and then I will follow you.” Then Elijah said to him, “Go back
again; for what have I done to your” *' He returned from following him,
took the yoke of oxen, and slaughtered them; using the equipment from
the oxen, he boiled their flesh, and gave it to the people, and they ate.
Then he set out and followed Elijah, and became his servant.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 16 (we say responsively by whole verse)
L 'Protect me, O God, for in you I take refuge.

21 say to the Lord, ‘You are my Lord; I have no good apart from

you.’



3 As for the holy ones in the land, they are the noble, in whom is all my
delight.

*Those who choose another god multiply their sorrows; their
drink-offerings of blood I will not pour out or take their names
upon my lips.

3The Lotd is my chosen pottion and my cup; you hold my lot.

¢The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; I have a
goodly heritage.

71 bless the Lord who gives me counsel; in the night also my heart
instructs me.

*1 keep the Lord always before me; because he is at my right hand,
I shall not be moved.

? Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices; my body also rests
secure.

For you do not give me up to Sheol or let your faithful one see the
Pit.

1You show me the path of life. In your presence there is fullness of joy;
in your right hand are pleasures for evermore.

SECOND READING Galatians 5:1, 13-25

L

' For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not
submit again to a yoke of slavery.
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Y For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use
your freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love
become slaves to one another. ' For the whole law is summed up in a
single commandment, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” " If,
however, you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not
consumed by one another.

' Live by the Spitit, I say, and do not gratify the desires of the

flesh. ' For what the flesh desites is opposed to the Spirit, and what the
Spirit desires is opposed to the flesh; for these are opposed to each
other, to prevent you from doing what you want. '* But if you are led by
the Spirit, you are not subject to the law. "’ Now the works of the flesh

“idolatry, sorcety,

are obvious: fornication, impurity, licentiousness,
enmities, strife, jealousy, angert, quartels, dissensions, factions, *' envy,
drunkenness, carousing, and things like these. I am warning you, as I
warned you before: those who do such things will not inherit the
kingdom of God.

“*By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, generosity, faithfulness, * gentleness, and self-control. There is
no law against such things. * And those who belong to Christ Jesus have
crucified the flesh with its passions and desites. * If we live by the Spitit,
let us also be guided by the Spirit.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

We rise.
GOSPEL Luke 9:51-62
P The Gospel of our Lotd Jesus Christ according to Luke the 9* chapter:

Glory to you, O Lord.

' When the days drew near for [Jesus] to be taken up, he set his face to
go to Jerusalem. ** And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way
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they entered a village of the Samaritans to make ready for him; > but
they did not receive him, because his face was set toward
Jetusalem. °* When his disciples James and John saw it, they said, “Lotd,
do you want us to command fire to come down from heaven and
consume them?”” > But he turned and rebuked them. ** Then they went
on to another village.

°" As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will
follow you wherever you go.” ** And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have
holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere
to lay his head.” *” To another he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord,
first let me go and bury my father.” ® But Jesus said to him, “Let the
dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom
of God.” ®' Another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but let me first say
farewell to those at my home.” % Jesus said to him, “No one who puts a

hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

We sit.

CHILDREN’S SERMON Rev. John David Bryant
SERMON «But Firsts” Rev. John David Bryant
We rise.

SERMON HYMN WILL YOU COME AND FoLLOW ME GTG 726
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1 “Will you come and fol - low me if I but call your name?
2 “Will you leave your-self be-hind if I but call your name?
3 “Will you let the blind-ed see if I but call your name?
4 “Will you love the ‘you" you hide if I but call your name?
5 Lord, your sum-mons ech - oes true when you but call my name.
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Will you go where you don’t know and nev - er be the same?
Will you care for cruel and kind and nev - er be the same?
Will you set the pris-oners free and nev - er be the same?
Will you quell the fear in - side and nev - er be the same?
Let me turn and fol - low you and nev - er be the same.
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Will you let my love be shown; will you let my name be known;
Will you risk the hos - tile stare should your life at-tract or scare?
Will you kiss the lep - er clean, and do such as this un-seen,
Will you use the faith you've found to  re-shape the world a - round,
In yourcom-pa-ny Ill go  where your love and foot-steps show.
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will you let my life be grown in you and you in  me?”
Will you let me an - swer prayer in you and you in  me?”
and ad-mit to what I mean in you and you in  me?”

through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in  me?”
Thus  I'll move and live and grow in you and you in  me.

THE APOSTLE’S CREED

L Together with the whole church in Christ Jesus, let us confess our faith.
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I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by
the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell;
the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I
believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the * resurrection of
the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

We sit or stand.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

P

L

Gracious One, you have sent the Advocate, the Holy Spirit to dwell with
us forever. Hear us, as we pray:

(brief silence) You have given Christ’s peace to your Church, O Loving
One, and sent the Holy Spirit to be with us: Let the peoples praise you,
O God, that we may spread your light and your healing presence
throughout the world. Let your ways be known upon earth, your saving
health among all nations.

Guide the nations to walk by the light of your holy city and lead their
rulers to bring their glory into your presence, Almighty One: Inspire all
who serve in positions of power or authority, that they may be servants
of your healing justice. Let your ways be known upon earth, your saving
health among all nations.

Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples with
equity and you guide all the peoples upon earth: Cast out fear and
trouble from all hearts and lead all humanity to the river of the water of
life. Let your ways be known upon earth, your saving health among all
nations.
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Embolden us with your vision for us that we may speak to others of
your goodness and grace and may draw them into your community. Let
your ways be known upon earth, your saving health among all
nations.

Comfort those in need with the healing leaves of the tree of life as we
remember those we name before you now. (pause) Let your ways be
known upon earth, your saving health among all nations.

Hear our thanksgiving and praise for all your blessings, especially for
those we name before you now. (pause) Let your ways be known upon
earth, your saving health among all nations.

Bring into your eternal presence those who have died and write their
names into the Lamb’s book of life, especially those we name before you
now. (pause) Let your ways be known upon earth, your saving health
among all nations.

P Holy and gracious God, you call us to ventures that cannot be foretold,
to paths we do not know. Be our guide, through your word, and feed us
with your assurance that your way is truly the path of love, joy, and
peace. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

L The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERTORY INTERLUDE “Tesus is Tenderly Calling”

We sit.

Arr. Stan Pethel Based on Jesus Is Calling by George C. Stebbins

OFFERTORY

L.

People of God, when we give generously of our resources, our gifts
witness to God’s abundance, provision, and care. When we give, our
gifts demonstrate our appreciation, trust, and compassion to God. Let us
give as witnesses of the glory of God and the love of God in the world.

13



We stand.

DOXOLOGY
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Praise God, from whom all bless-ings flow; praise *him, all crea-tures
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
L We pray: God our Provider, receive these gifts for your creation, for

your kingdom, for your glory. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
As Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray: Our Father who art in
heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not
into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING & CHARGE
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P The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill

your hearts; and the life of the Spirit -+ bless you and give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN LETUSBUILDAHOUSE GTG 301
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1 Let us a love can dwell and all can
2 Let us build a house where proph-ets speak, and words are
3 Let us build a house where love is found in wa - ter,
4 Let us build a house where hands will reach be - yond the
5 Let us build a house where all are named, their songs and
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safe - ly live, a place where saints and chil - dren tell
strong and true, where all God's chil-dren dare to seek
wine, and wheat; a ban - quet hall on ho - ly ground
wood and stone to heal and strength-en, serve and teach,
vi - sions heard and loved and trea-sured, taught and claimed
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to  dream God’s reign a - new. Here the cross shall stand as
where peace and  jus - tice meet. Here the love of God, through
and live the Word they've known. Here the out-cast and the
as words with - in the  Word. Built of tears and cries and
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vi - sions, rock of faith and wvault of grace; here the
wit - ness and as sym - bol of God's grace; here as
Je - sus, is  re-vealed in tme and space; as  we
strang - er bear the im - age of God's face; let us
laugh - ter, prayers of faith and songs of grace; let this
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love of Christ shall end di - vi - sions:
one we claim the faith of Je - sus:
share in Christ the feast that frees us: all are wel - come;
bring an end to fear and dan - ger:
house pro-claim from floor to raf - ter:
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all  are wel-come; all are wel-come in  this place.

DISMISSAL

L Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE “What a Friend” By F. Ritter Based on Converse by C. C. Converse

Leading Worship: Rev. Pr. J. David Bryant, Minister; Bob Bell, Liturgist; Leah
Metzger, Musician

Notes & Announcements

The flowers today are dedicated to the Glory of God by Cindy
and Steve Brown in thanksgiving for our FPC family.

e Church Office Closed Friday, July 4th

e Ushers for July 6th: David Culpepper, Jeanne Hilgendorf, Warren
Hilgendorf, Dianna Sandonato, Marilyn Culpepper

e Liturgist for July 6th: Juanita Ratliff

e ['PC website www.firstpresperry.org

e Send prayer requests to prayer(@firstpresperry.org or contact Jeanne
Hilgendorf
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about:blank
about:blank

Administration-Bobby Harper, Michael McMillan

Christian Education-Martha Davis
Congregational Care-Nancy Bell
Fellowship—Juanita Ratliff
Finance — Marilyn Culpepper
Mission/Outreach-Jamie Poppell
Worship/Music-Zachary Wiggins

FPC PRAYER LIST
TOGETHER, WE PRAY FOR:
RANDY SPEAS’ BROTHER
BuTtcH GUNTER
MARCIE FLLETCHER SISTER, KIM WADE
TRAVELLING MERCIES FOR AILL
L.OCAL NURSING HOMES
GOVERNMENTS
SANDI HIL.GENDORF
BILUE CREEK CHURCH, REBUILDING ON NEW L.OT
FPC BIBLE STUDIES
SUPPER TEAMS, GRATEFUL THANKS.
RiTA BENOIT, RECOVERING
RON POPPELL, AT HOME
OUR CHURCH
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