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P-PASTOR, L-LITURGIST, BOLD-ALL

GATHERING

PREPARATORY PRAYER (prayed upon entering the sanctuary) Loving Lord,
Jesus Christ, our Savior, you live and reign forever at the right hand of
God. Baptize us with your Spirit, so that we may glorify you, proclaiming
the gospel to the ends of the earth. Amen.

PRELUDE “Give Thanks” By Henry Smith ; Arr. By Carl Seal

ANNOUNCEMENTS/PASSING OF FRIENDSHIP PADS/SESSION SHARING

We stand.
CALL TO WORSHIP

L We know that a person is justified not by the works of the law,
but through faith in Jesus Christ.

We come trusting in Christ’s love and sacrifice for us.
It is no longer we who live, but Christ who lives in us.

We seek to live by faith in the Son of God, who loved us and gave
himself for us.
Come, let us worship and praise the God who makes us new!



GATHERING HYMN I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry  GTG 488
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I re-joiced the day you were bap-tized to see your life un - fold.”

CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON

P In the name of the Father, and of the " Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen. Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.
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(brief silence for reflection)

Merciful God, you free us to love others, but we neglect our
neighbors and follow our own way. You lead us by the Spirit of joy
and peace, but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. You
surround us with patience, kindness, and generosity, but we grow
weary in doing what is right. In your mercy, forgive us. Do not
give up on us. Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the path of

life. Amen.
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P You belong to Christ Jesus, and you are God’s children through faith. In
the cross of = Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit, your

sins are forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation. Amen.
GLORIA (omitted on this baptismal day)

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P We pray: Eternal God, you draw near to us in Christ and make yourself our
guest. Amid the cares of our daily lives, make us attentive to your voice and
alert to your presence, that we may treasure your word above all else. We ask
this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever. Amen.
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WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

L

We sit.

We pray: God of all power, Open our ears, our eyes, and our hearts
with a spirit of wisdom and revelation. Help us to hear your voice,
to see your ways, and to receive with joy your truth. In Jesus’
name. Amen.

FIRST READING (omitted on this baptismal day)

PSALM (omitted on this baptismal day)

SECOND READING Colossians 1:15-28

L

15 [Christ Jesus] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all
creation,!® for in him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things
visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—
all things have been created through him and for him. !” He himself is
before all things, and in him all things hold together. ' He is the head of
the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so
that he might come to have first place in everything. ' For in him all the
tullness of God was pleased to dwell, 2’ and through him God was pleased
to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making
peace through the blood of his cross.

' And you who were once estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil

deeds, > he has now reconciled in his fleshly body through death, so as to
present you holy and blameless and irreproachable before him, 3 provided
that you continue securely established and steadfast in the faith, without
shifting from the hope promised by the gospel that you heard, which has
been proclaimed to every creature under heaven. I, Paul, became a minister
of this gospel.

>#] am now rejoicing in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh, I am
completing what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body,
that is, the church. »> I became its minister according to God’s commission
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that was given to me for you, to make the word of God fully known, 2¢ the
mystery that has been hidden throughout the ages and generations but has
now been revealed to his saints. >’ To them God chose to make known
how great among the gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery,
which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 2¢ It is he whom we proclaim,
warning everyone and teaching everyone in all wisdom, so that we may
present everyone mature in Christ.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

We rise.
GOSPEL Luke 10:38-42
P The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke the 10th chapter:

Glory to you, O Lord.

*Now as [Jesus and his disciples] went on their way, he entered a certain
village where a woman named Martha welcomed him. *’ She had a sister
named Mary, who sat at Jesus’s feet and listened to what he was

saying. " But Martha was distracted by her many tasks, so she came to
him and asked, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to do
all the work by myself? Tell her, then, to help me.” *' But the Lord
answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted by many
things, ** but few things are needed—indeed only one. Mary has chosen
the better part, which will not be taken away from her.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

We sit.

CHILDREN’S SERMON Rev. Pr. J. David Bryant
SERMON “Choices” Rev. Pr. J. David Bryant
We rise.

SERMON HYMN WASH, O GOD, YOUR SONS AND DAUGHTERS GTG 353
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THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
PRESENTATION

Hear the words of our Lord Jesus Christ:

All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to obey
everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you
always, to the end of the age. Matt. 28:18-20
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Jamie

Hear the words of God through Prophet Ezekiel:

I will sprinkle clean water upon you, and you shall be clean from all your
uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. A new heart I
will give you, and a new spirit I will put within you; and I will remove from
your body the heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. I will put my
spirit within you, and make you follow my statutes and be careful to
observe my ordinances. Ezek. 36:25-27

On behalf of the session, I present Grayson Donald Armstrong, son of
Stan and Shona Whiddon to receive the Sacrament of Baptism.

Putting your whole trust in the grace and love of Jesus Christ, Grayson,
do you desire to be baptized? I do.

Shona and Stan, do you desire that Grayson be baptized? We do.

Relying on God’s grace do you promise to nurture Grayson in the life
and faith of the Christian community? I do.

Sponsors, will you, by your prayers and witness, help Grayson to grow
into the full stature of Christ?
We will.

People of God, do you, as members of the church of Jesus Christ,
promise to guide and nurture Grayson by word and deed, with love and
prayer? We do.

Will you encourage them to know, trust, and follow Christ, and to be
faithful members of his church? We will.

PROFESSION OF FAITH

P Through the Sacrament of Baptism we enter the covenant God has
established in Jesus Christ. Within this covenant God gives us new life,
guards us from evil, and nurtures us in love. Through this covenant, we
choose whom we will serve by turning from evil and turning to Jesus Christ.
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Trusting in the gracious mercy of God, Grayson, do you turn from the ways
of sin and renounce evil and its power in the world? I renounce them.

Who is your Lord and Savior? Jesus Christ is my Lord and Savior.

Will you be Christ’s faithful disciple, obeying his word and showing his
love? I will, with God’s help.

Will you devote yourself to the church’s teaching and fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and the prayers? I will, with God’s help.

We stand.

With the whole church, let us confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I
believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated
at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the *+ resurrection
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We praise you, loving Father, for the gift of your Son Jesus. He was
baptized in the River Jordan, where your Spirit came upon him and
revealed him as the Son you love. He sent his followers to baptize all who

turn to him. Now, Father, we ask you to 7 bless this water, that those
who are baptized in it may be cleansed in the water of life, and, filled with
your Spirit, may know that they are loved as your children, safe in Christ
forever. To you be all praise, honor, and glory; through Jesus Christ our
Savior, who, with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns forever. Amen.
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BAPTISM
Grayson, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of
the Holy Spirit. Amen.

O Lord, uphold Grayson by your Holy Spirit. Give him the spirit of wisdom
and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge
and the fear of the Lord, and the spirit of joy in your presence, both now
and forever. Amen.

Grayson, child of the covenant, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit in
Baptism and marked as Christ’s own forever. Amen.

The pastor marks the baptized with oil.

God who began a good work in you will bring it to completion by the day
of Jesus Christ. Amen.

WELCOME

L Grayson has been received into the one holy catholic and apostolic church
through Baptism. By the power of the Holy Spirit, he has become a member
of the household of God, to share with us in the priesthood of Christ.

Welcome to the family of God, and to Christ’s ministry with us!
Amen. Alleluia!

A baptismal candle is lighted given to the baptized by a sponsor.

Sponsor: Live as a child of the light and let your light shine before others.
Amen.
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WELCOME TO THE FAMILY SONG
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We stand.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

P As a royal priesthood, let us pray to the Father through Christ who ever
lives to intercede for us.

L (brief silence) Reveal your kingdom among the nations; may peace
abound and justice flourish. Your name be hallowed. Your kingdom
come.
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Send down upon us the gift of the Spirit and renew your Church with
power from on high. Your name be hallowed. Your kingdom come.

Deliver the oppressed, strengthen the weak, heal and restore your
creation. Your name be hallowed. Your kingdom come.

Rejoicing in the fellowship of the Church on earth, we join our prayers
with all the saints in glory. Your name be hallowed. Your kingdom
come.

P Almighty God, you brought creation into being through Christ, and in
Christ all things find their purpose. Open our eyes to see the world as
your gift and to use your gifts for the sake of Christ, that through the
witness of our lives the gospel may be proclaimed to all people. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
L. The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

INTERLUDE
EUCHARIST
We sit.
OFFERTORY
L All things come from you, O Lord, and of your own have we given you.

1 Chronicles 29.14

OFFERTORY ANTHEM “A// 10 Jesus I Surrender” By Charity Book Putnam, Based
on “All to Jesus” by Winfield S. Weeden

We sit or stand.
DOXOLOGY

12



L v =)

I

|
|
|
|

Do

L

T
—1
|
1

T
1
1
1

==

-

Praise God, from whom all bless-ings flow; praise *him, all crea-tures

I ] I I ]
1 |
I ]

P
N
L 1

:
u 5

here Dbe-low;  praise *him a - bove, ye heaven-ly host  praise

s =)

i‘:ﬁi FHMHJ

Fa - ther, Son, Ho - ly Chost - men.

- ' * J n o- -
) . F—Hﬁ'  ——
| - =

\|

OFFERTORY PRAYER

L We pray: Lord, we offer these gifts to you, asking that they be used to
spread your love and grace. Amen.

We stand.
INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE

P God prepares the table for us, offering a feast of abundant love.
Empowered by the Spirit, come and feast with your ascended Lord.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
P The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks
and praise.
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It is always right to give you thanks, God our Creator, loving and
faithful, holy and strong. You made us and the whole universe and filled
your world with life. You sent your Son to live among us, Jesus our
Savior, Mary’s child. He suffered on the cross; he died to save us from
our sins; he rose in glory from the dead. You send your Spirit to bring
new life to the world and clothe us with power from on high. And so,
we join the angels to celebrate and sing:
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Father, on the night before he died, Jesus shared a meal with his friends.

He took the bread and thanked you. He broke it, and gave it to them,
saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this to remember nme.

After the meal, Jesus took the cup of wine. He thanked you, and gave it
to them, saying: Drink this, all of yon. This is my blood, the new promise of
God’s unfailing love. Do this to rementber me.

Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Father, as we bring this bread and wine, and remember his death and

resurrection, send your Holy Spirit, that we who share these gifts may be
fed by b Christ’s body and his blood.

Pour your 7 Spirit on us that we may love one another, work for the
healing of the earth, and share the good news of Jesus, as we wait for his
coming in glory.
For honor and praise belong to you, Father, with Jesus your Son, and the
Holy Spirit: one God, forever and ever. Amen.
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PRAYER

P As Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray: Our Father who art in
heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not
into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD

P Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. Happy
are we who are called to his table.

Commmunion assistants come to the chancel during the Lamb of God.

LAMB OF GOD
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
P Come for all is now ready.

Gluten-free options are available. Please ask Pr. Bryant as you approach the chancel.
COMMUNION SOLO “Iord, I Need Youn” By Matt Maher
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

L We pray: God of our pilgrimage, you have led us to the living water:
refresh and sustain us as we go forward on our journey, in the name of
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

15



SENDING

We sit.
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

P The triune God, who was, who is, and who is to come, Sovereign, F
Savior, and Spirit, forever light your way with resurrection dawn. Amen!

SENDING HYMN To God Be the Glory GTG 634
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DISMISSAL

L Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE “Ah, Lord God” with “What a Mighty God We Serve” By Kay Chance
Aprr. By Carl Seal

Leading Worship: Rev. Pr. J. David Bryant, Minister; Zach Wiggins, Liturgist;
Leah Metzger, Accompanist & Director

Administration-Bobby Harper, Michael McMillan
Christian Education-Martha Davis
Congregational Care-Nancy Bell
Fellowship—Juanita Ratliff
Mission/Outreach-Jamie Poppell
Worship/Music-Zachary Wiggins

Notes & Announcements

e Ushers for July 27th: Bobby Harper, Martha Davis, Mike Perrine, Marcy
Fletcher, Robin Walker

e Liturgist for July 27th: Steve Brown

e ['PC website www.firstpresperry.org

e Send prayer requests to prayer@firstpresperry.org or contact Jeanne
Hilgendorf
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People of God, by God’s Sovereign, Almighty Hand, we are seed
scattered and sown. And in this season, it is now time to say farewell to
Marilyn and David Culpepper, who sense God’s Hand leading and
guiding them in a new direction for themselves. We love them and are
thankful for their faithfulness, commitment, and leadership, and for time
shared at First Presbyterian Church. Now, we send them forth with a
blessing asking that the Lord bless and keep them; the Lord make his face
shine upon them and be gracious to them. The Lord look upon them with
favor and give them peace both this day and forever. Amen.

FPC PRAYER LIST
TOGETHER, WE PRAY FOR:
GRIEF:
RANDY SPEAS-1.05S OF BROTHER DANNY
I1I.NESS:
POLLY KINCAID-RECOVERING AT HOME.
MARGIE RAWILS -RECOVERING AT HOME
RiTA BENOIT- TREATMENT
BUTCH GUNTER -RECOVERING AT HOME
SHUT INS:
RON POPPELL
MARY LLOU BENNETT
FRIENDS OF THE CHURCH:
NICOLE MEYER- RETURN OF CANCER
ASHLEY McCORMICK- CHEMO/ CANCER
COMMUNITY:
NEIW BUILDING FOR BLLUE CREEK

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
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