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P-PASTOR, L-LITURGIST, BOLD-ALL 

GATHERING  

PREPARATORY PRAYER (prayed upon entering the sanctuary) Holy God, 
faithful and unchanging: Enlarge our minds with the knowledge of your 
truth and draw us more deeply into the mystery of your love, that we may 
truly worship you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

PRELUDE   “All Things Bright and Beautiful”  By Lani Smith  Tune: Royal Oak 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/PASSING OF FRIENDSHIP PADS/SESSION SHARING 
 
We stand. 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                         (PSALM 138)  

L I give you thanks, O Lord, with my whole heart; before the gods I sing 
your praise; I bow down towards your holy temple and give thanks to 
your name for your steadfast love and your faithfulness; for you have 
exalted your name and your word above everything. 

On the day I called, you answered me, you increased my strength 
of soul. All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O Lord, for they 
have heard the words of your mouth. 

They shall sing of the ways of the Lord, for great is the glory of 
the Lord. For though the Lord is high, he regards the lowly; but the 
haughty he perceives from far away.  

Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve me against the 
wrath of my enemies; you stretch out your hand, and your right 
hand delivers me. The Lord will fulfil his purpose for me; your 
steadfast love, O Lord, endures forever. Do not forsake the work of 
your hands. 
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GATHERING HYMN   REJOICE, THE LORD IS KING!   GTG 363 
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CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

P      Blessed be the name of ☩ the One who was, who is, and who is to 
come. Let us confess our sin before God and one another. 

(brief silence for reflection) 

God our Father, you free us to love others, but we neglect our 
neighbors and follow our own way. You lead us by the Spirit of 
joy and peace, but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. 
You surround us with patience, kindness, and generosity, but we 
grow weary in doing what is right. In your mercy, forgive us. Do 
not give up on us. Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the 
path of life. 

KYRIE         GTG 551 

 

P  May almighty God, who sent his Son into the world to save sinners, 
bring you ☩ pardon and peace, now and forever. Amen.  

 

GLORIA               (Shared PCUSA-ELCA resource) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

P  We pray:  Almighty and ever-living God, you are always more ready to 
hear than we are to pray, and you gladly give more than we either desire 
or deserve. Pour upon us your abundant mercy. Forgive us those things 
that weigh on our conscience, and give us those good things that come 
only through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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WORD  

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

L  We pray: Living God, you call us to yourself so that we may live in 
wholeness with ourselves and our neighbors. Unchain your people 
and set us free to rejoice in your saving word, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior. Amen. 

We sit. 
FIRST READING   Genesis 18:20-32 

L 20 Then the Lord said, “How great is the outcry against Sodom and 

Gomorrah and how very grave their sin! 21 I must go down and see 
whether they have done altogether according to the outcry that has come 

to me, and if not, I will know.” 22 So the men turned from there and went 
toward Sodom, while Abraham remained standing before 

the Lord. 23 Then Abraham came near and said, “Will you indeed sweep 

away the righteous with the wicked? 24 Suppose there are fifty righteous 
within the city; will you then sweep away the place and not forgive it for 

the fifty righteous who are in it? 25 Far be it from you to do such a thing, 
to slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as the 
wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do 

what is just?” 26 And the Lord said, “If I find at Sodom fifty righteous in 

the city, I will forgive the whole place for their sake.” 27 Abraham 
answered, “Let me take it upon myself to speak to my lord, I who am 

but dust and ashes. 28 Suppose five of the fifty righteous are lacking? Will 
you destroy the whole city for lack of five?” And he said, “I will not 

destroy it if I find forty-five there.” 29 Again he spoke to him, “Suppose 
forty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of forty I will not do 

it.” 30 Then he said, “Oh, do not let my lord be angry if I speak. Suppose 
thirty are found there.” He answered, “I will not do it, if I find thirty 

there.” 31 He said, “Let me take it upon myself to speak to my lord. 
Suppose twenty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of twenty 

I will not destroy it.” 32 Then he said, “Oh, do not let my lord be angry if 
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I speak just once more. Suppose ten are found there.” He answered, 
“For the sake of ten I will not destroy it.” 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

PSALM    (used as Call to Worship) 

SECOND READING  Colossians 2: 6-19  

L 6 As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to walk 

in him, 7 rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as 
you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving. 
8 Watch out that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty 
deceit, according to human tradition, according to the elemental 

principles of the world, and not according to Christ. 9 For in him the 

whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, 10 and you have come to fullness in 

him, who is the head of every ruler and authority. 11 In him also you were 
circumcised with a spiritual circumcision, by the removal of the body of 

the flesh in the circumcision of Christ; 12 when you were buried with him 
in baptism, you were also raised with him through faith in the power of 

God, who raised him from the dead. 13 And when you were dead in 
trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive 

together with him, when he forgave us all our trespasses, 14 erasing the 
record that stood against us with its legal demands. He set this aside, 

nailing it to the cross. 15 He disarmed the rulers and authorities and made 
a public example of them, triumphing over them in it.  
16 Therefore, do not let anyone condemn you in matters of food or drink 

or of observing festivals, new moons, or Sabbaths. 17 These are only a 

shadow of what is to come, but the body belongs to Christ. 18 Do not let 
anyone disqualify you, insisting on self-abasement and worship of angels, 
initiatory visions, puffed up without cause by a human way of 

thinking, 19 and not holding fast to the head, from whom the whole body, 
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nourished and held together by its ligaments and tendons, grows with a 
growth that is from God. 

 
 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
We rise. 
GOSPEL Luke 11:1-13 
 

P The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke the 11th chapter: 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1 Jesus was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of 
his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his 

disciples.”2 So he said to them, “When you pray, say: 
Father, may your name be revered as holy. May your kingdom come. 
3 Give us each day our daily bread. 4 And forgive us our sins, for we 
ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us. And do not bring us to the 
time of trial.” 
5 And he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to 
him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of 

bread, 6 for a friend of mine has arrived, and I have nothing to set before 

him.’ 7 And he answers from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door has 
already been locked, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot get up 

and give you anything.’ 8 I tell you, even though he will not get up and 
give him anything out of friendship, at least because of his persistence he 
will get up and give him whatever he needs. 
9 “So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given to you; search, and you will 

find; knock, and the door will be opened for you. 10 For everyone who 
asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who 

knocks, the door will be opened. 11 Is there anyone among you who, if 

your child asked for a fish, would give a snake instead of a fish? 12 Or if 

the child asked for an egg, would give a scorpion? 13 If you, then, who are 
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evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will 
the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
We sit. 
CHILDREN’S SERMON                     Rev. John David Bryant 
 

SERMON          “Raised, Rooted, and Walking”  Rev. John David Bryant 
 
We rise. 
SERMON HYMN        O GOD, SHOW US MERCY   GTG 341 
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THE APOSTLE’S CREED 
 
L Together with the whole church in Christ Jesus, let us confess our faith.  

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; 
And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by 
the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell; 
the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into 
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I 
believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the 

communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the ☩ resurrection of 
the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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We stand. 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
 

P Drawn into the loving embrace of God, we lift our prayers. 

L (brief silence) For your holy church, continually show us your grace upon 
grace, so that we may boldly testify to your love. Holy God, receive our 
prayer.  

For the world, may you nourish your people and your creation. Holy 
God, receive our prayer.  

For victims of oppression, deliver all those who suffer under injustice. 
Thwart the plans of unjust leaders and grant wisdom to elected officials. 
Holy God, receive our prayer.  

For the sick and the recovering, and for all on our prayer list, as well as 
those we name before you now, either aloud or silently in our hearts 
(pause). Holy God, receive our prayer.  

For our congregation and its ministries, transform the way we have 
always done things into your new future for us. Holy God, receive our 
prayer.  

For all who have died, may their hope in you be fulfilled in resurrection. 
Holy God, receive our prayer. 

P  Holy God, you are our faithful lover, our generous parent, our patient 
teacher, our constant friend. We live by the hope of your promises, seek 
to follow your way, and rely on the gift of your Spirit, by whose power 
we breathe, and move, and pray. Amen. 

SHARING OF THE PEACE  

L The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

INTERLUDE 

We sit. 
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OFFERTORY  

 
L.     Called to love as God loves us. Let us give freely as God freely gives to us. 
 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM “O Savior Sweet” by J.S. Bach, Arr. by R. Franz, adapted by 
         Steven Scott 
We sit or stand. 
DOXOLOGY    Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711 
      

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heav'nly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER  
 

L We pray: Merciful God, everything in heaven and earth belongs to you. 
We joyfully release what you have entrusted to us. May these gifts be 
signs of our whole lives returned to you, dedicated to the healing and 
unity of all creation, through Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
We stand. 
LORD’S PRAYER 

P  As Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray: Our Father who art in 
heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

SENDING  
BLESSING & CHARGE  

 
P The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill 

your hearts; and the life of the Spirit ☩ bless you and give you peace. 
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN      LOVE DIVINE, ALL LOVES EXCELLING  GTG 366 
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DISMISSAL  

L Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE     “Jesus Shall Reign” By Lani Smith Tune: Duke Street, by John Hatton 

Leading Worship: Rev. Pr.  J. David Bryant, Minister; Steve Brown, Liturgist; 
Leah Metzger, Accompanist & Director 
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Notes & Announcements 
 

 
FLOWERS are given to the Glory of God by Jeanne Raulerson 
in honor of the Church family. 
 
 

 
 

• Ushers for Aug 3rd: Warren Gregory, Polly Kincaid, Zack Wiggins, Paul 

Wiggins, Steve Brown 

• Liturgist for Aug 3rd: Alex Lutz 

• FPC website www.firstpresperry.org 

• Send prayer requests to prayer@firstpresperry.org or contact Jeanne 
Hilgendorf 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Administration-Bobby Harper, Michael McMillan 

Christian Education-Martha Davis 
Congregational Care-Nancy Bell 

Fellowship–Juanita Ratliff 
Mission/Outreach-Jamie Poppell 
Worship/Music-Zachary Wiggins 

about:blank
about:blank
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FPC PRAYER LIST 

TOGETHER, WE PRAY FOR:  

GRIEF: 

RANDY SPEAS- LOSS OF BROTHER DANNY 

ILLNESS: 

LARRY & JUDY NEAL 

POLLY KINCAID-RECOVERING AT HOME. 

MARGIE RAWLS -RECOVERING AT HOME 

RITA BENOIT- TREATMENT 

BUTCH GUNTER -RECOVERING AT HOME 

SHUT INS: 

RON POPPELL 

MARY LOU BENNETT 

FRIENDS OF THE CHURCH: 

NICOLE MEYER- RETURN OF CANCER 

ASHLEY MCCORMICK- CHEMO/CANCER 

COMMUNITY: 

NEW BUILDING FOR BLUE CREEK 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

 


