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P-PASTOR, L-LITURGIST, BOLD-ALL 

GATHERING  

PREPARATORY PRAYER (prayed upon entering the sanctuary) Loving Lord, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior, you live and reign forever at the right hand of 
God. Baptize us with your Spirit, so that we may glorify you, proclaiming 
the gospel to the ends of the earth. Amen. 
 
 

PRELUDE  “Worthy, You Are Worthy with Lord, We Praise You” 
By Don Moen; Arr. By Carl Seal 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/PASSING OF FRIENDSHIP PADS/SESSION SHARING 

 
We stand. 
CALL TO WORSHIP       (based on Psalm 82)  
 
L God delivers judgment in the court of heaven. 

God is the true and righteous judge! 
 
How long will there be injustice in this life? 
How long will the wicked be favored? 
 
The weak and the orphans, the destitute and the needy, 
they all cry out for justice. 
 
Rise up, Lord. Judge the earth! 
All the world belongs to you! 
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GATHERING HYMN     All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly   GTG 509 

 

CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

P  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.  

 
Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. 
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(brief silence for reflection) 

  Merciful God, you free us to love others, but we neglect our 
neighbors and follow our own way. You lead us by the Spirit of joy 
and peace, but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. You 
surround us with patience, kindness, and generosity, but we grow 
weary in doing what is right. In your mercy, forgive us. Do not 
give up on us. Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the path of 
life. Amen. 

KYRIE         GTG 551 

 

P  You belong to Christ Jesus, and you are God’s children through faith. In 
the cross of ☩ Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit, your 
sins are forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation. Amen.  

GLORIA               (Shared PCUSA-ELCA resource) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

P  We pray: Almighty God, you have broken the tyranny of sin and sent the 
Spirit of your Son into our hearts. Give us grace to dedicate our freedom to 
your service, that all people may know the glorious liberty of the children of 
God; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

WORD  

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

L  We pray: O God, by your Spirit tell us what we need to hear, and 
show us what we ought to do, to obey Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 

We sit. 
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FIRST READING   Jeremiah 23:23-29 

 

L 23 Am I a God near by, says the Lord, and not a God far off? 24 Who can 
hide in secret places so that I cannot see them? says the Lord. Do I not fill 

heaven and earth? says the Lord. 25 I have heard what the prophets have 
said who prophesy lies in my name, saying, “I have dreamed! I have 

dreamed!” 26 How long? Will the hearts of the prophets ever turn back—
those who prophesy lies and who prophesy the deceit of their own heart? 
27 They plan to make my people forget my name by their dreams that they 

tell one another, just as their ancestors forgot my name for Baal. 28 Let the 
prophet who has a dream tell the dream, but let the one who has my word 
speak my word faithfully. What has straw in common with wheat? says the 

Lord. 29 Is not my word like fire, says the Lord, and like a hammer that 
breaks a rock in pieces? 

 

PSALM        (used as Call to Worship) 

SECOND READING  Hebrews 11:29—12:2 

L 29 By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but 

when the Egyptians attempted to do so they were drowned. 30 By faith the 

walls of Jericho fell after they had been encircled for seven days. 31 By faith 
Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient, 
because she had received the spies in peace. 
32 And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, 

Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets, 33 who 
through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, obtained 

promises, shut the mouths of lions, 34 quenched the power of fire, escaped 
the edge of the sword, were made strong out of weakness, became mighty 

in war, put foreign armies to flight. 35 Women received their dead by 
resurrection. Others were tortured, refusing to accept release, in order to 

obtain a better resurrection. 36 Others suffered mocking and flogging and 

even chains and imprisonment. 37 They were stoned to death; they were 
sawn in two; they were killed by the sword; they went about in skins of 
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sheep and goats, destitute, persecuted, tormented 38 of whom the world was 
not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains and in caves and 
holes in the ground. 
39 Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not 

receive what was promised, 40 since God had provided something better so 
that they would not, apart from us, be made perfect. 
12:1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let 
us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us 

run with perseverance the race that is set before us, 2 looking to Jesus, the 
pioneer and perfecter of faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set 
before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat 
at the right hand of the throne of God. 

 
 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
We rise. 
GOSPEL Luke 12:49-56 

 
P The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke the 12th chapter: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said:] 49 “I have come to cast fire upon the earth, and how I wish it 

were already ablaze! 50 I have a baptism with which to be baptized, and 

what constraint I am under until it is completed! 51 Do you think that I have 
come to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather 

division! 52 From now on five in one household will be divided, three 

against two and two against three; 53 they will be divided: 
father against son, and son against father, mother against daughter, and 
daughter against mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law, and 
daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.” 
54 He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you 

immediately say, ‘It is going to rain,’ and so it happens. 55 And when you 
see the south wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be scorching heat,’ and it 

happens. 56 You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of 
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earth and sky, but why do you not know how to interpret the present 
time?” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
We sit. 
CHILDREN’S SERMON                    Rev. Pr.  J. David Bryant 
 
SERMON                 “No Peace.”                      Rev. Pr.  J. David Bryant 

 
We rise. 
SERMON HYMN     What Wondrous Love is This    GTG 215 
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NICENE CREED 

L Together with the whole church in Christ Jesus, let us confess our faith. 
  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was 
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly 
human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death 
and was buried. 
On the third day, he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 
Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the ☩ resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 
to come. Amen. 

 

We stand. 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

P As a royal priesthood, let us pray to the Father through Christ who ever 
lives to intercede for us.  
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L (brief silence) Reveal your kingdom among the nations; may peace 
abound and justice flourish. Your name be hallowed. Your kingdom 
come. 

Send down upon us the gift of the Spirit and renew your Church with 
power from on high. Your name be hallowed. Your kingdom come. 

Deliver the oppressed, strengthen the weak, heal and restore your 
creation; and meet the needs of those on our prayer list and those we 
name before you now. (pause) Your name be hallowed. Your kingdom 
come. 

Rejoicing in the fellowship of the Church on earth, we join our prayers 
with all the saints in glory. Your name be hallowed.  Your kingdom 
come. 

 

P  God of Peace, your call, at times, appears to divide us from one another. 
Help us to overcome our fears and respond in courage. Give us faith to 
trust the unity that is beyond our sight. Give us your eyes to recognize 
the signs before us. We ask this in the confidence of your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE  

L The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 

INTERLUDE 

EUCHARIST  

We sit. 
OFFERTORY “Think About His Love” By Walt Harrah ; Arr. By Carl Seal 

 
L All things come from you, O Lord, and of your own have we given you. 
 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM “All to Jesus I Surrender” By Charity Book Putnam, Based 
on “All to Jesus” by Winfield S. Weeden 
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We sit or stand. 
DOXOLOGY       

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER  
 

We pray: Creator God, in your wisdom, you bring forth all that is good, and the 
harvest is plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the 
earth and our labor, so that we may work for the good of all, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.  

 
We stand. 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE  

P  The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

P  The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

  Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks 
and praise. 
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 It is always right to give you thanks, God our Creator, loving and 
faithful, holy and strong. You made us and the whole universe and filled 
your world with life. You sent your Son to live among us, Jesus our 
Savior, Mary’s child. He suffered on the cross; he died to save us from 
our sins; he rose in glory from the dead. You send your Spirit to bring 
new life to the world and clothe us with power from on high. And so, 
we join the angels to celebrate and sing: 

 
  Father, on the night before he died, Jesus shared a meal with his friends. 

He took the bread and thanked you. He broke it, and gave it to them, 
saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this to remember me. 

  After the meal, Jesus took the cup of wine. He thanked you, and gave it 
to them, saying:  Drink this, all of you. This is my blood, the new promise of 
God’s unfailing love. Do this to remember me.   

  Great is the mystery of faith: 

  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

  Father, as we bring this bread and wine, and remember his death and 
resurrection, send your Holy Spirit, that we who share these gifts may be 
fed by ☩ Christ’s body and his blood. 

  Pour your ☩ Spirit on us that we may love one another, work for the 
healing of the earth, and share the good news of Jesus, as we wait for his 
coming in glory. 

  For honor and praise belong to you, Father, with Jesus your Son, and the 
Holy Spirit: one God, forever and ever. Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER   

P  As Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray: Our Father who art in 
heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD  

P   Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. Happy 
are we who are called to his table.  

Communion assistants come to the chancel during the Lamb of God. 

LAMB OF GOD  

 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION  

P    Come for all is now ready. 

Gluten-free options are available. Please ask Pr. Bryant as you approach the chancel. 

COMMUNION SOLO              “I Shall Not Want”     By Audrey Assad 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

L  We pray: God of our pilgrimage, you have led us to the living water: 
refresh and sustain us as we go forward on our journey, in the name of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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SENDING  

We sit. 
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  

P The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill 
your hearts; and the life of the Spirit ☩ bless you and give you peace. 
Amen. 

 
SENDING HYMN    Sent Forth with God’s Blessing   UMH 664 
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DISMISSAL  

L Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE  “Glory to His Name”  By John H. Stockton Are. By Victor Labenske 

Leading Worship: Rev. Pr.  J. David Bryant, Minister; Susan Lincoln, Liturgist; 
Leah Metzger, Accompanist & Director 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Administration-Bobby Harper, Michael McMillan 

Christian Education-Martha Davis 
Congregational Care-Nancy Bell 

Fellowship–Juanita Ratliff 
Mission/Outreach-Jamie Poppell 
Worship/Music-Zachary Wiggins 
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Notes & Announcements 
 
The rose placed on the altar is given to the Glory of God by 
Maredith Van Loock in thanksgiving for the birth of her grandson, 
Harry Hendrix Van Loock, born July 28, 2025. 
 

 

• Session meeting Tuesday, August 19th at 5:30 pm 

• Liturgist for Aug. 24th: Dianna Sandonato 

• FPC website www.firstpresperry.org 

• Send prayer requests to prayer@firstpresperry.org or contact Jeanne 
Hilgendorf 

 

Tuesday Bible Study 
Resumes in September 

Where Do We Go from Here? Study Guide: Strategic Living for Stressful 
Times By: Dr. David Jeremiah In this 10-lesson Where Do We Go 
From Here? Study Guide, which accompanies the book of the same 
name, Dr. David Jeremiah explores what the Bible has to say 
about the times we’re living in. He shares how centuries-old 
prophecies and biblical truths from Scripture speak to us today 
and help us live out God’s mission.  Perfect for both individuals 
and small groups.  This study guide includes lesson outlines, 
application questions, and personal study for each session. 
Contact Dianna Sandonato for more information. 

 
To my loving church family! 
 I want to thank each of you for your love, prayers and 
many acts of kindness shown to me in my recent R and R.  
Each day I am feeling stronger and hope I can soon see you 
in church.  May Gods blessings be with all of you.  

In Christian love,  
Polly Kincaid 

about:blank
about:blank
https://www.christianbook.com/apps/easyfind?Ntk=author&Ntt=Dr.%20David%20Jeremiah
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FPC PRAYER LIST 

 TOGETHER, WE PRAY FOR:  

KIM WADE/HOSPICECARE(MARCY S SISTER) 

TOM FLETCHER/MED TEST 

SHEENA JENKINS FAMILY 

POLLY KINKAID, AT HOME 

MARGIE RAWLS, AT HOME 

BUTCH GUNTER, AT HOME 

 

SHUT INS 

RON POPPELL 

MARY LOU BENNETT 

 

FRIENDS 

ASHLEY 

DONNA CLIFTON, MRI 

 

COMMUNITY 

PERRY SCHOOLS STARTING 

BLUE CREEK REBUILDING 

JOBS FOR TAYLOR COUNTY 

 

UPCOMING SURGERY 

STEVE B, SHOULDER 

MIKE PERRINE/KNEE /8/18 

MARTHA DAVIS/NECK/8/26 

 

REHAB 

NANCY BELL 
 


