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P-PASTOR, L-LITURGIST, BOLD-ALL

GATHERING

PREPARATORY PRAYER (prayed upon entering the sanctuary) Holy God,
faithful and unchanging: Enlarge our minds with the knowledge of your
truth and draw us more deeply into the mystery of your love, that we may
truly worship you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

PRELUDE  “Joy of My Desire” By Jennifer Randolph Arr. By Carl Seal

ANNOUNCEMENTS/PASSING OF FRIENDSHIP PADS/SESSION SHARING

We stand.
CALL TO WORSHIP (PsALM 103)

L Come! Come praise the eternal God!

Let all that is within us— body, emotions, mind, and will—praise
God’s holy name!

Despite our failures, God forgives and releases us.
More than any doctor, God heals our diseases.
When we are famished and weak,

God fills us with good and beautiful things, satisfying our needs,
and restoring our strength.

So come! Come, praise the eternal God!

Sing songs from a grateful heart, and remember all that God has
done for us.



GATHERING HYMN THERE IS A REDEEMER GTG 443

1 There is a Re - deem - er, Je - sus, God’s own Son;

2 Je - sus, my Re - deem - er, name a - bove all names,
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leav - ing your Spir-it till the work on earth is done.

CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON

P

Blessed be the name of * the One who was, who is, and who is to
come. Let us confess our sin before God and one another.

(bruef silence for reflection)

Merciful God, you free us to love others, but we neglect our
neighbors and follow our own way. You lead us by the Spirit of
joy and peace, but we turn away from the abundant life you offer.
You surround us with patience, kindness, and generosity, but we
grow weary in doing what is right. In your mercy, forgive us. Do
not give up on us. Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the
path of life.
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Christ, have mer - cy; Lord, have mer-cy wup - on us.
P May almighty God, who sent his Son into the world to save sinners,

bring you + pardon and peace, now and forever. Amen.

GLORIA PATRI (Shared PCUSA-ELCA resource)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P We pray: O God, mighty and immortal, you know that as fragile
creatures surrounded by great dangers, we cannot by ourselves stand
upright. Give us strength of mind and body, so that even when we suffer

because of human sin, we may rise victorious through your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

L We pray: Gracious God, help us to hear your Word with an open
heart and to obey your will. Amen.

We sit.
FIRST READING Isaiah 58:9b-14
L % If you remove the yoke from among you, the pointing of the finger, the

speaking of evil, 1°if you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the
needs of the afflicted, then your light shall rise in the darkness and your
gloom be like the noonday. ' The Lord will guide you continually and
satisfy your needs in parched places and make your bones strong, and you
shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water whose waters never
tail. 12 Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations
of many generations; you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the
restorer of streets to live in.

131f you refrain from trampling the Sabbath, from pursuing your own
interests on my holy day; if you call the Sabbath a delight and the holy day
of the Lord honorable; if you honor it, not going your own ways, serving
your own interests or pursuing your own affairs; 14 then you shall take
delight in the Lord, and I will make you ride upon the heights of the earth;
I will feed you with the heritage of your ancestor Jacob, for the mouth of
the Lord has spoken.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



PSALM (used as Call to Worship)

SECOND READING Hebrews 12:18-29

L

18You have not come to something that can be touched, a blazing fire, and
darkness, and gloom, and a tempest, 1? and the sound of a trumpet, and a
voice whose words made the hearers beg that not another word be spoken
to them. 20 (For they could not endure the order that was given, “If even an
animal touches the mountain, it shall be stoned to death.” 2! Indeed, so
terrifying was the sight that Moses said, “I tremble with fear.”) 22 But you
have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly
Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, 23 and to the
assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God the judge
of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 24and to Jesus, the
mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better
word than the blood of Abel. 2> See that you do not refuse the one who is
speaking, for if they did not escape when they refused the one who warned
them on earth, how much less will we escape if we reject the one who
warns from heaven! 26 At that time his voice shook the earth, but now he
has promised, “Yet once more I will shake not only the earth but also the
heaven.” 27 This phrase, “Yet once more,” indicates the removal of what is
shaken—that is, created things—so that what cannot be shaken may
remain. 28 Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be
shaken, let us show gratitude, by which we may offer to God an acceptable
worship with reverence and awe, ? for indeed our God is a consuming fire.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL READING Luke 13:10-17

P

The holy gospel according to Luke the 13" chapter. Gloty to you, O
Lord.



10Now [Jesus] was teaching in one of the synagogues on the

Sabbath. 11 And just then there appeared a woman with a spirit that had
crippled her for eighteen years. She was bent over and was quite unable to
stand up straight. 12 When Jesus saw her, he called her over and said,
“Woman, you are set free from your ailment.” 13 When he laid his hands on
her, immediately she stood up straight and began praising God.

14 But the leader of the synagogue, indignant because Jesus had cured on
the Sabbath, kept saying to the crowd, “There are six days on which work
ought to be done; come on those days and be cured and not on the
Sabbath day.” 15 But the Lord answered him and said, “You hypocrites!
Does not each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the
manger and lead it to water? 1© And ought not this woman, a daughter of
Abraham whom Satan bound for eighteen long years, be set free from this
bondage on the Sabbath day?”” 17 When he said this, all his opponents were
put to shame, and the entire crowd was rejoicing at all the wonderful things
being done by him.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

We sit.

CHILDREN’S SERMON Rev. John David Bryant
SERMON “Before-and-After” Rev. John David Bryant
We rise.

SERMON HYMN THERE’S A WIDENESS IN GOD’S MERCY GTG 435
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where earth’s fail - ings have such kind - ly judg - ment given.
flect  thanks-giv - ing for  the good - ness of our Lord.
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L Together with the whole church in Christ Jesus, let us confess our faith.
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by
the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell;
the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
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from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I
believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the * resurrection of
the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

We stand.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

P
L

Drawn into the loving embrace of God, we lift our prayers.

(brief silence) For your holy church, continually show us your grace upon
grace, so that we may boldly testify to your love. Holy God, receive our

prayer.

For the world, may you nourish your people and your creation. Holy God,
receive our prayer.

For victims of oppression, deliver all those who suffer under injustice.
Thwart the plans of unjust leaders and grant wisdom to elected officials.
Holy God, receive our prayer.

For the sick and the recovering, and for all on our prayer list, as well as
those we name before you now, either aloud or silently in our hearts
(pause). Holy God, receive our prayer.

For our congregation and its ministries, transform the way we have always
done things into your new future for us. Holy God, receive our prayer.

For all who have died, may their hope in you be fulfilled in resurrection.
Holy God, receive our prayer.

God of healing and reconciliation, you free us from our burdens and
promise us safety and refuge. Help us to trust in your power, that we may

praise you without qualification and rejoice in the power of your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

L The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

INTERLUDE



We sit.
OFFERTORY

L. Called to love as God loves us. Let us give freely as God freely gives to us.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM ‘T Sing Praises with No Other Name” By Terry MacAlmon Arr. By

Carl Seal
We stand.
DOXOLOGY GTG 606
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

L We pray: Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day
you shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ,
give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to
those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

P As Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray: Our Father who art in
heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not
into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
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SENDING
BLESSING & CHARGE

P The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill

your hearts; and the life of the Spirit + bless you and give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN  LORD, DISMISS US WITH YOUR BLESSING GTG 546
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DISMISSAL

L. Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE  “The Trees of the Field with God Is My Refuge” By Steffi Geiser Rubin and Stuart
Dauermann Arr. By Carl Seal

Leading Worship: Rev. Pr. ]. David Bryant, Minister; Dianna Sandonato,
Liturgist; Leah Metzger, Accompanist & Director

Administration-Bobby Harper, Michael McMillan
Christian Education-Martha Davis
Congregational Care-Nancy Bell
Fellowship—Juanita Ratliff
Mission/Outreach-Jamie Poppell
Worship/Music-Zachary Wiggins
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Notes & Announcements

e Ushers for August 31°: Bobby Harper, Martha Davis, Mike Perrine,
Marcy Fletcher, Robin Walker

e Liturgist for August 31°: Joey Ratlitf

e ['PC website www.firstpresperry.org

e Send prayer requests to praver(@firstpresperty.org ot contact Jeanne
Hilgendort

Congregational Meeting Notice

There will be a Congregational Meeting on Sunday, September 7, 2025,
immediately following the 11:00 a.m. service. The purposes for this meeting are:
To elect a nominating committee: Bobby Harper; Warren Gregory; Mike Perrine;
Janice Musgrove; Cathy Wiggins, Kristie Lutz; and Juanita Ratliff — Moderator.
To review the Pastor’s terms of call.

FPC PRAYER LiIST

TOGETHER, WE PRAY FOR:

SHEENA'S FAMILY

RANDY SPEAS, GRIEVING

Po1.1Y KINCAID, RECOVVERING AT HOME
MARGIE RAWIL.S AT HOME

BuTtcH GUNTNER, AT HOME

HEIBERG'S GRANDDAUGHTER, S TEPHANIE
ToM FLLETCHER, TESTS
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SHUT INS

RON POPPELL

MARY LLOU BENNETT
MARCIES SISTER, KIM, HOSPICE

FRIENDS
DONNA CLIFTON
NICOLE
ASHLEY

COMMUNITY
SCHOOLS

BL.UE CREEK CHURCH
JOBS FOR TAYLOR CO
OUR NURSING HOMES

REHAB
NANCY BEIL
STETV'E BROWN

SURGERIES
MIKE PERRINE, 8/ 18

MARTHA DAVIS, 8/26

CAREGIVERS
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