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P-PASTOR, L-LITURGIST, BOLD-ALL 

GATHERING  

PREPARATORY PRAYER (prayed upon entering the sanctuary) Jesus Christ, 
our Savior, you said, ‘When I am lifted up from the earth, I will draw all 
people to myself.’ May you be lifted up in us so that we faithfully glorify 
you, proclaiming the gospel to the ends of the earth. Amen. 
 

PRELUDE “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us with He Leadeth Me” W. Bradbury Arr. By C. Berry 

INTROIT   “I Surrender All” 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/PASSING OF FRIENDSHIP PADS/SESSION SHARING 

 
We stand. 
CALL TO WORSHIP           (based on Psalm 1)  
 
L Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, 
   nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 
 

Their delight is in the law of the Lord, and they meditate on God’s 
teaching day and night. 
 
They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due 
season, with leaves that do not wither; everything they do shall prosper. 
 
It is not so with the wicked; they are like chaff which the wind 
blows away. 
 
Therefore, the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, nor 
the sinner in the council of the righteous. 
 
For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the 
wicked shall be destroyed.  
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GATHERING HYMN      Earth and All Stars    GTG 26 

 

CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

P  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, our maker, our helper, and our 
keeper. Amen.  
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  God shows God’s love for us in that, while we were still sinners, Christ 
died for us. Let us then show our love for God by confessing our sins in 
penitence and faith. 

(brief silence for reflection) 

Merciful and loving God, we are your stiff-necked people. We 
trample on the needy. We grumble about your grace to others. We 
turn away from the poor. Have mercy on us and forgive our sins. 
Rejoice over us as ones who were lost and have been found. Amen. 

 

KYRIE              GTG 551 

 

 

P  Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus Christ came into 
the world to save sinners. You who were lost have been found. In the 
name of ☩ Jesus, your sins are forgiven! Amen.  
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GLORIA               (Shared PCUSA-ELCA resource) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

P  We pray: Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ was lifted high upon the cross 
so that he might draw the whole world to himself. To those who look upon 
the cross, grant your wisdom, healing, and eternal life, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 
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WORD  

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

L  We pray: O Lord, in the shadow of your holy cross, send forth your 
light into our hearts. Grant us to see your path, wisdom to 
understand your will, and strength to follow you faithfully, just as 
you, in your love for us, bore the cross to its ultimate victory. Amen. 

We sit. 
FIRST READING   Deuteronomy 30:15-20 

 

L 15 “See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. 

16 If you obey the commandments of the Lord your God that I am 
commanding you today, by loving the Lord your God, walking in his ways, 
and observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall 
live and become numerous, and the Lord your God will bless you in the 

land that you are entering to possess. 17 But if your heart turns away and 
you do not hear but are led astray to bow down to other gods and serve 

them, 18 I declare to you today that you shall certainly perish; you shall not 
live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. 

19 I call heaven and earth to witness against you today that I have set 
before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and 

your descendants may live, 20 loving the Lord your God, obeying him, and 
holding fast to him, for that means life to you and length of days, so that 
you may live in the land that the Lord swore to give to your ancestors, to 
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.” 

  
 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM        (used as Call to Worship) 

SECOND READING  Philemon 1-21 

L 1 Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, To our 

beloved coworker Philemon, 2 to our sister Apphia, to our fellow soldier 
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Archippus, and to the church in your house: 3 Grace to you and peace 
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
4 I thank my God always when I mention you in my prayers, 5 because I 
hear of your love for all the saints and your faith toward the Lord 

Jesus. 6 I pray that the partnership of your faith may become effective as 

you comprehend all the good that we share in Christ. 7 I have indeed 
received much joy and encouragement from your love, because the 
hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you, my brother. 
 
8 For this reason, though I am more than bold enough in Christ to 

command you to do the right thing, 9 yet I would rather appeal to you on 
the basis of love—and I, Paul, do this as an old man and now also as a 

prisoner of Christ Jesus. 10 I am appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, 

whose father I have become during my imprisonment. 11 Formerly he 

was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful to you and to me. 12 I am 

sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you. 13 I wanted to keep him 
with me so that he might minister to me in your place during my 

imprisonment for the gospel, 14 but I preferred to do nothing without 
your consent in order that your good deed might be voluntary and not 

something forced. 15 Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from 

you for a while, so that you might have him back for the long term, 16 no 
longer as a slave but more than a slave, a beloved brother—especially to 
me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. 
17 So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would 

welcome me. 18 If he has wronged you in any way or owes you anything, 

charge that to me. 19 I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand: I will 

repay it. I say nothing about your owing me even your own self. 20 Yes, 
brother, let me have this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart 

in Christ. 21 Confident of your obedience, I am writing to you, knowing 
that you will do even more than I ask. 

  
 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 



9 
 

We rise. 

GOSPEL Luke 14:25-33 

 
P The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke the 14th chapter: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

25 Now large crowds were traveling with [Jesus], and he turned and said 

to them, 26 “Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, 
wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be 

my disciple. 27 Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot 

be my disciple. 28 For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not 
first sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to 

complete it? 29 Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able 

to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, 30 saying, ‘This fellow 

began to build and was not able to finish.’ 31 Or what king, going out to 
wage war against another king, will not sit down first and consider 
whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes 

against him with twenty thousand? 32 If he cannot, then while the other is 

still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. 33 So 
therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all 
your possessions.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 
We sit. 
CHILDREN’S SERMON                    Rev. Pr.  J. David Bryant 
 
SERMON                  “Consent !”                   Rev. Pr.  J. David Bryant 
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We rise. 

SERMON HYMN     We Gather Here in Jesus’ Name  GTG 510  
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NICENE CREED 

L Together with the whole church in Christ Jesus, let us confess our faith. 
  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, 
Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were 
made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was 
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly 
human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day, he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the 
Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 
sins. We look for the ☩ resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 
world to come. Amen. 

 

We stand. 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

P Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world, and 
all in need. 

L  (brief silence) We pray for the church to follow in your ways, that it may be a 
witness to your love for all people. Help us choose all that is life-giving and 
confront the forces of death. God of grace, receive our prayer. 
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We pray for creation, that it may be cherished and nurtured. Sustain 
farmlands, animals, and waters; restore places affected by calamities; and 
shield coastlands from rising seas. God of grace, receive our prayer. 

 
We pray for those in authority. Grant them wisdom to govern justly and 
compassion to care for the marginalized. Equip them for actions that 
further the common good. God of grace, receive our prayer. 

 
We pray for those who are sick, hungry, unhoused, or lonely (especially). May 
they find healing through your love and the care of those around them. 
Lead us to be your hands and feet in the world. God of grace, receive our 
prayer. 

 
We pray for this congregation, that we may be united in love and faith. 
Refresh our hearts in Christ, and deepen our support of one another. We 
pray that our sharing of faith may transform lives. God of grace, receive 
our prayer. 

 
We thank you for those who have died and now dwell with the saints. 
Surround them with your divine mercy, that they find peace and rest in 
your loving embrace. God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 

P  Weaver of life, framer of the ages, we marvel at your artistry and the 
trust you place in us. From our first cries to our final breaths, we are 
your own. Bind us now to each other in ways beyond our choosing, that 
your purpose might find fulfillment in our common life and service, for 
we pray in the name of Jesus, the firstborn of all creation. Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE  

L  The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 

INTERLUDE 
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EUCHARIST  

We sit. 
OFFERTORY  
 

L All things come from you, O Lord, and of your own have we given you. 
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM “My Life, My All” Words by Isaac Watts & Charles Wesley Music by 
Twila Paris Arr. By Heather Sorenson 
 

We sit or stand. 
DOXOLOGY       

 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER  
 

L We pray: Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you 
have given to us. Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of 
riches, but on you, who richly provides for us. Multiply what we have 
gathered to bless all who are suffering and in need, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.  
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We stand. 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE  

P  Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. Come to this meal of mercy. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

P  The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

  Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks 
and praise. 

 It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and 
the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
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  Father, on the night before he died, Jesus shared a meal with his friends. 
He took the bread and thanked you. He broke it, and gave it to them, 
saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this to remember me. 

  After the meal, Jesus took the cup of wine. He thanked you and gave it 
to them, saying, ‘Drink this, all of you.’ This is my blood, the new promise of 
God’s unfailing love. Do this to remember me.   

  Great is the mystery of faith:  

  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

  Father, as we bring this bread and wine and remember his death and 
resurrection, send your Holy Spirit so that Christ’s body and blood, and 
his gifts, may nourish us who share in these gifts. 

  Pour your ☩ Spirit on us so that we may love one another, work toward 
healing the earth, and share the good news of Jesus as we wait for his 
glorious return. For honor and praise belong to you, Father, with Jesus 
your Son, and the Holy Spirit: one God, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER   

P  As Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray: Our Father who art in 
heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD  

P   Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. Happy 
are we who are called to his table.  

 

Communion assistants come to the chancel during the “Lamb of God.” 
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LAMB OF GOD  

 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION  

P    Come for all is now ready. 

Gluten-free options are available. Please ask Pr. Bryant as you approach the chancel. 

 

COMMUNION SOLO “Worshipping You” By Deluge and Integrity’s Hosanna! Music  

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

L  We pray: O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and 
appointed us to be your servants. Send us to do good and to share our 
possessions with all in need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

SENDING  

We stand. 
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  

 
P The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, who gives 

food to the hungry, who sets the prisoners free, ☩ bless you now and 
forever. Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN     Go, My Children, With My Blessing       GTG 547 

 

DISMISSAL  
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L Go in peace. Do not lose heart. Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE “O Zion, Haste” James Walch Arr. By Cindy Berry 

Leading Worship: Rev. Pr.  J. David Bryant, Minister; Shona Whiddon, 
Liturgist; Leah Metzger, Accompanist & Director 

 
 

Notes & Announcements 
 
 

• Administration committee meeting Tues., Sept. 9th at 4 pm 

• Congregational Care committee meeting Wed., Sept. 10th at 4 pm 

• Christian Education committee meeting Thurs., Sept. 11th at 10:30 am 

• Ushers for Sept.14th: Warren Gregory, Polly Kincaid, Zack Wiggins, 

Paul Wiggins, Steve Brown 

• Liturgist for Sept. 14thAmalia Barrett: Shona Whiddon 

• FPC website www.firstpresperry.org 

• Send prayer requests to prayer@firstpresperry.org or contact Jeanne 
Hilgendorf 

 

Congregational Meeting Notice 

There will be a Congregational Meeting today, September 7, 2025, immediately 
following the 11:00 a.m. service. The purposes for this meeting are: To elect a 
nominating committee: Bobby Harper; Warren Gregory; Mike Perrine; Janice 
Musgrove; Cathy Wiggins, Kristie Lutz; and Juanita Ratliff – Moderator. To 
review the Pastor’s terms of call. 

 

 

about:blank
about:blank
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FPC PRAYER LIST 

 

TOGETHER, WE PRAY FOR:  

HELBERG’S TRAVELLING 
 
SHUT INS 
RON P 
MARY LOU B 
KIM, HOSPICE 
MARGIE R 
 
COMMUNITY 
NICOLE AND ASHLEY 
OUR SCHOOLS 
NURSING HOMES 
BLUE CREEK CHURCH  
EMPLOYMENT TAYLOR COUNTY 
NEW BLESSING BOX, BEACH RD 
 
REHAB 
NANCY B 
STEVE B 
 
SURGERIES 
MARTHA DAVIS 
 
RANDY SPEAS 
MIKE TICE' MOTHER 
KEITH, GRIEVING 
 

 
 
 


