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P-PASTOR, L-LITURGIST, BOLD-ALL

GATHERING

PREPARATORY PRAYER (prayed upon entering the sanctuary) Jesus Christ,
our Savior, you said, ‘When I am lifted up from the earth, I will draw all
people to myself.” May you be lifted up in us so that we faithfully glorify
you, proclaiming the gospel to the ends of the earth. Amen.

PRELUDE When I Survey The Wondrous Cross By Lowell Mason
Arr. by Cindy Berry

INTROIT He Never Failed Me Yet By Robert Ray

ANNOUNCEMENTS/PASSING OF FRIENDSHIP PADS/SESSION SHARING

We stand.
CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Psalm 98:14)
L Sing a new song to the Lord, who has done marvelous things,

whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory.

O Lord, you have made known your victo ou have revealed
A Yy ry, y
your righteousness in the sight of the nations.

You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of
Israel; all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.

Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; lift up your voice, rejoice,
and sing.



GATHERING HYMN There’s Wideness in God’s Mercy ~ GTG 435
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1 There’s a  wide-ness in  God's mer - ¢y, like the wide - ness
2 For the love of God is broad - er than the mea - sures
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of the sea. There’s a kind - ness in God’s jus - tice,
he mind. And the heart of the E - ter - nal
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which is  more than lib - er - ty. There is  no place where earth’s
is most won -der - ful - ly kind. If our lovewere but more
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sor-rows are more felt than up in heaven. There is  no place

faith-ful, we would glad-ly trust God’'s Word, and our lives re -
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where earth’s fail - ings have such kind - ly judg - ment given.
flect  thanks-giv - ing  for  the good - ness of our Lord.
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CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, 7 one God, our maker, our helper, and our
keeper. Amen.



God shows God’s love for us in that, while we were still sinners, Christ
died for us. Let us then show our love for God by confessing our sins in
penitence and faith.

(bruef silence for reflection)

Mercitul and loving God, we are your stiff-necked people. We
trample on the needy. We grumble about your grace to others. We
turn away from the poor. Have mercy on us and forgive our sins.
Rejoice over us as ones who were lost and have been found. Amen.

KYRIE (led by Leah Metzger)
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A Ky-rn-e e - le - i-son Lord, have mer - cy.
Lord, . . .. have mer - cy:
P Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus Christ came into

the world to save sinners. You who were lost have been found. In the
name of + Jesus, your sins are forgiven! Amen.



GLORIA

(Shared PCUSA-ELCA resource)
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glo-ry to God, glo- ry to God, and peace to God’s peo- ple on earth.
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glo-ry to God, glo- ry to God, and peace to God’s peo- ple on earth.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P We pray: Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ was lifted high upon the cross
so that he might draw the whole world to himself. To those who look upon
the cross, grant your wisdom, healing, and eternal life, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.



WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

L We pray: O Lord, in the shadow of your holy cross, send forth your
light into our hearts. Grant us to see your path, wisdom to
understand your will, and strength to follow you faithfully, just as
you, in your love for us, bore the cross to its ultimate victory. Amen.

We sit.
FIRST READING Numbers 21:4b-9
L [From Mount Hor the Israelites set out,] 4b but the people became

discouraged on the way. > The people spoke against God and against
Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the
wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we detest this miserable
tood.” ¢Then the Lord sent poisonous serpents among the people, and
they bit the people, so that many Israelites died. 7 The people came to
Moses and said, “We have sinned by speaking against the Lord and against
you; pray to the Lord to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed
for the people. 8 And the Lord said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent,
and set it on a pole, and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and

live.” 9 So Moses made a serpent of bronze and put it upon a pole, and
whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look at the serpent of
bronze and live.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM (used as Call to Worship)
SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 1:18-24
L 18'The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing,

but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 1? For it is written,
“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”
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20\Where is the one who is wise? Whete is the scholar? Where is the debater
of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 2! For
since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through
wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of the proclamation, to save
those who believe. 22 For Jews ask for signs and Greeks desire

wisdom, 23 but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and
foolishness to gentiles, 2 but to those who are the called, both Jews and
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.

The Word of the L.ord. Thanks be to God.

We rise.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL John 3:13-17
P The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John the 13t chapter:

Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] 12 “No one has ascended into heaven except the one who
descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And just as Moses lifted up the
serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, > that
whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone

8



who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.

17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the wotld
but in order that the world might be saved through him.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

We sit.
CHILDREN’S SERMON Rev. Pr. J. David Bryant
SERMON “So Loved” Rev. Pr. J. David Bryant
We rise.
SERMON HYMN All to Jesus I Surrender TFF 235
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NICENE CREED
1.

Together with the whole church in Christ Jesus, let us confess our faith.



We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord,
Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were
made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly
human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he
suffered death and was buried.

On the third day, he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the
Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of
sins. We look for the + resurrection of the dead, and the life of the
world to come. Amen.

We stand.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

P

L

Let us pray to the Father through his Son, who suffered on the cross for
the world’s redemption.

brief silence) Sustaining God, guide your church on its journey. Grant us
g guae y J y

patience and protect us from division and doubt. God of grace, receive

our prayer.

Creator God, renew the earth. Heal our planet from the poison of greed

and exploitation and guide us to respect all life as a gift from you. God
of grace, receive our prayer.
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God of wisdom, grant discernment to those in authority. Thwart the
plans of the proud, bring low the mighty, and uphold those who work
for peace. God of grace, receive our prayer.

God of grace, alleviate suffering. Comfort the sick and the grieving,
especially those on our prayer list and those we name before you now,
aloud upon our lips or silently within our hearts. (pause) Come to the aid
of those who are hungty or in need of shelter. God of grace, receive our

prayer.

Good Shepherd, guide your flock. Protect us from the world’s lies and
lead us in the way of truth. Strengthen us in our faith and inspire us to
serve others. God of grace, receive our prayer.

Merciful God, you receive into your loving embrace those who have
died. Giving thanks for them, may we find comfort in the cross and live
in the hope of resurrection. God of grace, receive our prayer.

P Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ was lifted high upon
the cross that he might draw the whole world unto himself: Mercifully
grant that we, who glory in the mystery of our redemption, may have
grace to take up our cross and follow him. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
L The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

INTERLUDE
EUCHARIST
We sit.
OFFERTORY
L All things come from you, O Lord, and of your own have we given you.
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OFFERTORY ANTHEM The King of Love My Shepherd Is
We sit or stand.
DOXOLOGY
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

L We pray: Merciful God, through the death of your beloved Son
You turned an instrument of shame into a sign of hope and glory.
Receive all we bring before you this day, and renew us in the mystery of

his love, through the same Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory. Amen.
We stand.

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE

P Once we were far off, but now in union with Christ Jesus we have been
brought near through the shedding of Christ’s blood, for he is our peace.

In that peace, let us taste and see that the Lord is good.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

p

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks
and praise.

It is right, our duty and joy to thank you, holy Father, through Jesus
Christ. Today, we praise you for the cross, Christ’s victory sign. Once,
through the forbidden fruit, we fell; now, through this tree, our Savior
cancels our sin. An instrument of shameful death becomes Christ’s
throne of glory. The cross reveals your judgment and Christ’s triumph.
With angels and heavenly hosts, we proclaim your glory and join their
eternal hymn of praise.

I
might, heav - en and earth are full of your glo - ry.

comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the
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Father, on the night before he died, Jesus shared a meal with his friends.
He took the bread and thanked you. He broke it, and gave it to them,
saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this to remember nme.

After the meal, Jesus took the cup of wine. He thanked you and gave it
to them, saying, ‘Drink this, all of you.” This is my blood, the new promise of
God’s unfailing love. Do this to remember me.
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Great is the mystery of faith: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ
will come again.

Father, as we bring this bread and wine and remember his death and
resurrection, send your Holy Spirit so that Christ’s body and blood, and
his gifts, may nourish us who share in these gifts.

Pour your *F Spitit on us so that we may love one another, work toward
healing the earth, and share the good news of Jesus as we wait for his
glorious return. For honor and praise belong to you, Father, with Jesus
your Son, and the Holy Spirit: one God, forever and ever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
P As Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray:

ébi-:JEJJJ?JJ, =

Our  Fa-ther in  heav-en, hal-low-ed be  your
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BREAKING OF THE BREAD

P Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. Happy
are we who are called to his table.

Commmunion assistants come to the chancel during the “Lamb of God.”

LAMB OF GOD
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us. Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the world; have
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
P Come for all is now ready.

Gluten-free options are available. Please ask Pr. Bryant as you approach the chancel.
COMMUNION SOLO At The Cross Love Ran Red By Chris Tomlin
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

L We pray: Faithful God, whose Son bore our sins in his body on the tree
and gave us this sacrament to show forth his death until he comes:
provide us with grace to glory in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, for
he is our salvation, our life, and our hope, who reigns as Lord, now and
forever. Amen.
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SENDING
We stand.
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
P Christ crucified draw you to himself, to find in him a sure ground for
faith, a firm support for hope, and the assurance of sins forgiven.
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the + Son, and the Holy
Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen.

ACCLAMATION

L We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you; by your holy cross, you
have redeemed the world.
God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong. We adore
you, O Christ, and we bless you.
We preach Christ crucified, the power of God, and the wisdom of
God. By your holy cross, you have redeemed the world.
God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus
Christ. We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you; by your holy
cross, you have redeemed the world.

SENDING HYMN A Mighty Fortress is our God GTG 275
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DISMISSAL

L Go in peace. Lift high the cross. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Lift High the Cross By Sydney H. Nicholson
Aprr. by Cindy Berry

Leading Worship: Rev. Pr. ]. David Bryant, Minister; Amalia Barrett, Liturgist;
Leah Metzger, Accompanist & Director

Notes & Announcements

FLOWERS are given by AJ and Sandi Hilgendorf. To God be
i the Glory of 23 years of marriage blessings.

e Session meeting Tues., Sept 16th at 5:30 pm
e Mission and Outreach meeting Wed., Sept 17th at 4:00 pm
e Finance meeting Thurs., Sept. 18" at 11:00 am

e Ushers for Sept.21st: Warren Gregory, Polly Kincaid, Zack Wiggins,
Paul Wiggins, Steve Brown

e Liturgist for Sept. 21*: Katie King

e ['PC website www.firstpresperry.org

e Send prayer requests to prayer(@firstpresperry.org or contact Jeanne
Hilgendorf
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% Blessing of the Animals

September 28°
1:00-2:00
Angel Dog Park

Administration-Bobby Harper, Michael McMillan
Christian Education-Martha Davis
Congregational Care-Nancy Bell
Fellowship—Juanita Ratliff
Mission/Outreach-Jamie Poppell
Worship/Music-Zachary Wiggins

FPC PRAYER LIST

TOGETHER, WE PRAY FOR:
HEIBERG’S TRAVELILING

SHUT INS
RON P
MARY L.OU B
Kim, HOSPICE
MARGIE R
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COMMUNITY

NICOLE AND ASHILEY

OUR SCHOOLS

NURSING HOMES

BI.UE CREEK CHURCH
EMPLOYMENT T AYLOR COUNTY
NEW BLESSING BoX, BEACH RD

REHAB
NANCY B
STEVE B

SURGERIES
MARTHA DAVIS

RANDY SPEAS
MIKE TICE' MOTHER
KEITH, GRIEVING
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