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P-PASTOR, L-LITURGIST, BOLD-ALL 

 

GATHERING  

 

PREPARATORY PRAYER (prayed upon entering the sanctuary) Loving 
Lord, Jesus Christ, our Savior, you live and reign forever at the right hand of 
God. Baptize us with your Spirit, so that we may glorify you, proclaiming 
the gospel to the ends of the earth. Amen. 
 

PRELUDE   "'Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus” William J. Kirkpatrick Arr. Cindy Berry 
 
INTROIT        "As a Child Rests" 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/ FRIENDSHIP PADS/STEWARDSHIP MOMENT 

We stand. 

CALL TO WORSHIP      (based on Psalm 121) 

L I lift up my eyes to the hills; from where is my help to come? My help 
comes from the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth. 

 
The Lord will not let your foot be moved nor will the one who 
watches over you fall asleep.  
 
Behold, the keeper of Israel will neither slumber nor sleep; the Lord 
watches over you;  
 

The Lord is your shade at your right hand; the sun will not strike 
you by day, nor the moon by night. 
 
The Lord will preserve you from all evil and will keep your life.  
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The Lord will watch over your going out and your coming in, from 
this time forth and forevermore.  

 

GATHERING HYMN     I, THE LORD OF SEA AND SKY   GTG 69 

 

 

 



4 
 

CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

P  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.   
Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. 

(brief silence for reflection) 
 

  Merciful God, you free us to love others, but we neglect our 
neighbors and follow our own way. You lead us by the Spirit of joy 
and peace, but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. You 
surround us with patience, kindness, and generosity, but we grow 
weary in doing what is right. In your mercy, forgive us. Do not 
give up on us. Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the path of 
life. Amen. 

 

KYRIE          

 

P  You belong to Christ Jesus, and you are God’s children through faith. In 
the cross of ☩ Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit, your 
sins are forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation. Amen.  
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GLORIA               (Shared PCUSA-ELCA resource) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

P  We pray: O Lord God, tireless guardian of your people, you are always ready 
to hear our cries. Teach us to rely day and night on your care. Inspire us to 
seek your enduring justice for all this suffering world, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

WORD  

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

L  We pray: God of all power, Open our ears, our eyes, and our hearts 
with a spirit of wisdom and revelation. Help us to hear your voice, to 
see your ways, and to receive with joy your truth. In Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 

We sit. 
FIRST READING   Genesis 32:22-31 

 

L 22 The same night [Jacob] got up and took his two wives, his two maids, 

and his eleven children and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23 He took them 
and sent them across the stream, and likewise everything that he 
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had. 24 Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him until 

daybreak. 25 When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he 
struck him on the hip socket, and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he 

wrestled with him. 26 Then he said, “Let me go, for the day is breaking.” 

But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.” 27 So he said to 

him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28 Then the man said, 
“You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with 

God and with humans and have prevailed.” 29 Then Jacob asked him, 
“Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” 

And there he blessed him. 30 So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “For I 

have seen God face to face, yet my life is preserved.” 31 The sun rose upon 
him as he passed Penuel, limping because of his hip. 

 
PSALM    (used as Call to Worship) 

SECOND READING  2 Timothy 3:14—4:5 

L 14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, 

knowing from whom you learned it 15 and how from childhood you have 
known sacred writings that are able to instruct you for salvation through 

faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for 

teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 so 
that the person of God may be proficient, equipped for every good work. 

  4:1 In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living 
and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I solemnly 

urge you: 2 proclaim the message; be persistent whether the time is 
favorable or unfavorable; convince, rebuke, and encourage with the utmost 

patience in teaching. 3 For the time is coming when people will not put up 
with sound teaching, but, having their ears tickled, they will accumulate for 

themselves teachers to suit their own desires 4 and will turn away from 

listening to the truth and wander away to myths. 5 As for you, be sober in 
everything, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, carry out your 
ministry fully. 

 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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We rise. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 
GOSPEL Luke 18:1-8 

 
P The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke the 18th chapter: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1 Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to 

lose heart. 2 He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared 

God nor had respect for people. 3 In that city there was a widow who kept 

coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me justice against my accuser.’ 4 For a 
while he refused, but later he said to himself, ‘Though I have no fear of 

God and no respect for anyone, 5 yet because this widow keeps bothering 
me, I will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me out by continually 

coming.’ ” 6 And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7 And 
will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night? 

Will he delay long in helping them? 8 I tell you, he will quickly grant justice 
to them. And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

We sit. 
CHILDREN’S SERMON                       Rev. Pr.  J. David Bryant 
 
SERMON            “Showing Up and Being Real”     Rev. Pr.  J. David Bryant 

 
We rise. 
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SERMON HYMN     LISTEN, GOD IS CALLING   GTG 456 

 
 
THE NICENE CREED 

 
L Together with the whole church in Christ Jesus, let us confess our faith. 
 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the ☩ resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

We stand. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

 

P Loving God, we come before you in prayer for the church, the world, and 
all who are in need. 
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L (brief silence) For your holy church, continually show us your grace upon 
grace, that we boldly testify to your love. God of grace, receive our 
prayer. 

 
For the world, that you nourish your people and your creation. And that 
you guide all who work from justice, freedom, and peace. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
 

For victims of oppression, that you deliver all suffering under oppression, 
thwarting the plans of unjust leaders, and giving wisdom to elected officials. 
God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 

For the sick and the recovering, and for all on our prayer list, and for those 
we name before you now aloud upon our lips or silently within our hearts. 
(pause) God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 

For our congregation and its ministries, transform the way we have always 
done things into your new future for us. God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 
For all who have died, that their hope in you, is fulfilled in resurrection. 
God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 

P  God of justice and mercy, we thank you for the gift of the law and all the 
Scriptures. We thank you for establishing justice and for dealing with us not 
according to our faithfulness, but according to your mercy. Put your 
persistent Spirit within us so that we may work tirelessly, and cry out day 
and night, until your will is done in all the earth. We pray to you who helps 
us, in the name of your Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

SHARING OF THE PEACE  

L The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
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INTERLUDE 

EUCHARIST  

We sit. 
OFFERTORY  

 
L All things come from you, O Lord, and of your own have we given you. 
      1 Chronicles 29.14 

 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM  "My Wordless Prayer" Lyrics by Pamela Martin Music by 
Craig Courtney 
 

We stand. 
DOXOLOGY       

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER  
 

L We pray: Lord, we offer these gifts to you, asking that they be used to 
spread your love and grace. Amen.  

 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE  

P  God prepares the table for us, offering a feast of abundant love. 
Empowered by the Spirit, come and feast with your ascended Lord. 



13 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

P  The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

  Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks 
and praise. 

 It is always right to give you thanks, God our Creator, loving and faithful, 
holy and strong. You made us and the whole universe and filled your world 
with life. You sent your Son to live among us, Jesus our Savior, Mary’s 
child. He suffered on the cross; he died to save us from our sins; he rose in 
glory from the dead. You send your Spirit to bring new life to the world 
and clothe us with power from on high. And so, we join the angels to 
celebrate and sing: 

 
  Father, on the night before he died, Jesus shared a meal with his friends. 

He took the bread and thanked you. He broke it, and gave it to them, 
saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this to remember me. 

  After the meal, Jesus took the cup of wine. He thanked you, and gave it to 
them, saying:  Drink this, all of you. This is my blood, the new promise of God’s 
unfailing love. Do this to remember me.   

  Great is the mystery of faith: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will 
come again. 
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  Father, as we bring this bread and wine, and remember his death and 
resurrection, send your Holy Spirit, that we who share these gifts may be 
fed by ☩ Christ’s body and his blood. 

  Pour your ☩ Spirit on us that we may love one another, work for the 
healing of the earth, and share the good news of Jesus, as we wait for his 
coming in glory. 

  For honor and praise belong to you, Father, with Jesus your Son, and the 
Holy Spirit: one God, forever and ever. Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER                            (SUNG TO THE HAAS TUNE) 

P As Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray: 

 
BREAKING OF THE BREAD  

P   Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. Happy 
are we who are called to his table.  

Communion assistants come to the chancel during the Lamb of God. 
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LAMB OF GOD  

 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION  

P    Come for all is now ready. 

Gluten-free options are available. Please ask Pr. Bryant as you approach the chancel. 

COMMUNION SOLO   

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

L  We pray: God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love 
endures forever. You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the 
vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for the world signs of 
your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

SENDING  

We sit. 
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  

P The triune God, who was, who is, and who is to come, Sovereign, ☩ 
Savior, and Spirit, forever light your way with resurrection dawn. Amen! 

SENDING HYMN     IMMORTAL, INVISIBLE, GOD ONLY WISE    GTG 12 
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DISMISSAL  Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Thanks be to God. 

 POSTLUDE                  "There is a Fountain"Traditional American  Arr. Cindy Berry 
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Leading Worship: Rev. Pr.  J. David Bryant, Minister; Bob Helberg, Liturgist; 
Leah Metzger, Accompanist & Director 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
Notes & Announcements 

 

• Session Metting Tues, Oct 21st at 5:30 pm 

• Ushers for October 26th: Warren Gregory, Polly Kincaid, Zack 

Wiggins, Paul Wiggins, and Steve Brown 

• Liturgist for October 26th: Bob Bell 

• FPC website www.firstpresperry.org 

• Send prayer requests to prayer@firstpresperry.org or contact Jeanne 
Hilgendorf 

 

 

 

 

Administration-Bobby Harper, Michael McMillan 

Christian Education-Martha Davis 
Congregational Care-Nancy Bell 

Fellowship–Juanita Ratliff 
Mission/Outreach-Jamie Poppell 
Worship/Music-Zachary Wiggins 

about:blank
about:blank
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First Presbyterian Church 

ANNUAL CHILI COOKOFF 
 

 

October 29, 2025, @ 6:00 pm 
 

Chili pots needs to be in the Fellowship 

Hall by 5:30 for judging. Prizes will be award 

1st through 3rd places and People’s Choice. 
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FPC PRAYER LIST 

TOGETHER WE PRAY FOR: 

HELBERG’S TRAVELING 

HILGENDORF KIDS TRAVELS 

SHUTINS 

POLLY K 

RON P 

ALICE F 

MARY LOU B 

MARGIE R 

COMMUNITY 

DIANE RICHIE 

NICOLE & ASHLEY 

OUR SCHOOLS 

NURSING HOMES 

BLUE CREEK CHURCH 

JOBS IN TAYLOR CO. 

REHAB 

STEVE B 

NANCY B 

MARTHA D 

OTHER 

MIKE'S MOM 

ERIC RATLIFF 

KEITH'S MOM 
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JUDY NEAL 

JOHN SINGER 

SOUP MINISTRY 

OUR GOVERNMENT 

PRAYERS FOR UNITY  

MARK LANEVE 

ANSWERED PRAYERS, AJ FAMILY HOME SAFE 

 


