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P-PASTOR, L-LLITURGIST, BOLD-ALL

GATHERING
PREPARATORY PRAYER (prayed upon entering the sanctuary) Ever-calling
God, thank you for gathering us and gracing us with your faithful
presence. Grant us reformation that we might increasingly bear joy and
justice into the world. Continue to gather us into Jesus’ vision, we may
be one in you. Amen.

PRELUDE "How Firm A Foundation" By Joseph Funk Arr. By Cindy Berry

INTROIT "Now Thank We Al Our God"
ANNOUNCEMENTS,/PASSING OF FRIENDSHIP PADS/SESSION SHARING

We stand.

CALL TO WORSHIP (BASED ON PSALM 46)

L God is our refuge and strength, always ready to help in times of trouble.

So we will not fear, even if earthquakes come, and the mountains
crumble into the sea.

Iet the oceans roar and foam. Let the mountains tremble as the waters
surge!

The Lord Almighty is here among us; the God of Israel is our
fortress.



GATHERING HYMN
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CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, F one God, who forgives all our sin, whose

mercy endures forever. Amen.
Let us confess our sin before God and one another.
(bruef silence for reflection)

O Lord, with heartfelt sorrow we repent and deplore our offenses. We
condemn ourselves and our evil ways, with true penitence, entreating
that your grace may relieve our distress. Be pleased to have
compassion on us, O most gracious God, Father of all mercies, for
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. And as you remove our
guilt and our pollution, grant us the daily increase of the grace of
your Holy Spirit, that acknowledging from our inmost hearts our own
unrighteousness, we may be touched with sorrow that shall work true
repentance, and that, mortifying all sins within us, your Spirit may
produce the fruits of holiness and righteousness well-pleasing in your
sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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P By grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing;
it is the gift of God. I declare to you, in the name of (+) Jesus Christ, we are
tforgiven! Amen.

GLORIA (Shared PCUSA-ELCA resource)

Glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God in the high - est;

glo-ry to God, glo- ry to God, and peace to God’s peo- ple on earth.

N —Ss= . , )
=, I T I [ Il B TT I — I T ]
e e — e S S—"" A B E— — ——— — —
\\.)\/ = I - = had d d I 1]

@ Lord God, heav-en - ly king, al-might-y God and Fa- ther, we

Ne 4 4 ooy | 4 4
=, [ | — | I [ ] I - I I 1 1| I i

ry) T ~— T [ T T T

wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praiseyou for your glo - ry.

—
Glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God, glo-ry toGod in the high - est;

n —— - T = P - T 1

[
1T el [ K [ ] = & > I 1 | T 1l
)} v T v . (8]
glo-ry to God, glo - ry to God, and peace to God’s peo- ple on earth.
Ne — i e —
O e | ——— - I T ]
[ .a T: | T T | | | 1 | I | T I | | |
0 Lord Je - susChrist, on-1ly Son of the Fa - ther,
N« 3
[v.a.n T T y y | T | y | I | ]
.‘)§ ; ; c\_/—j = e I T
Lord God, Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the
N ——3—— ]
(87D T K T T 1 1 | I 1 | ]
T 1 ‘D- 1
J hd r '
world: havemer- cy on us; you are seat - ed at the
[l \
o 2 v i T T - ] T T ]
e e o ™~ B —r B —c— "+ S—s S—
[ANAY T I I I 1 I I I I I 1
'y} T T T = T i T

right hand of the Fa - ther: re- ceive our  prayer.



glo-ry to God, glo- ry to God, and peace to God’s peo- ple on earth.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P We pray: Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit
renews the church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful
people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in
times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on
the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.



WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

L We pray: Holy Spirit, illumine for us this Word, that the message of the
Gospel may come to us in power. Amen.

We sit.
FIRST READING Jeremiah 31:31-34
L 31The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new

covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 321t will not be

like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the
hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke,

though I was their husband, says the Lord.

33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after
those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it
on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No
longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,”
for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the
Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM (used as Call to Worship)

SECOND READING Romans 3:19-28

L 19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are
under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world
may be held accountable to God. 20For “no human being will be justified
in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the

knowledge of sin.



21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed,
and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God
through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction,
23since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24they are now
justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood,
effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in
his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed;
26it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that
he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.

27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of
works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified
by faith apart from works prescribed by the law.

The Word of the L.ord. Thanks be to God.
We rise.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Al - le - Iu - ia. You have the words of e - ter- nal life.




GOSPEL John 8:31-36

P

We sit.

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John the 8t chapter:
Glory to you, O Lord.

31]Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my
word, you are truly my disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the
truth will make you free.” 33They answered him, “We are descendants of
Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by
saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell
you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave does not have
a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36So
if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S SERMON Ruling Elder Jamie Poppell

SERMON “Ever-Reforming” Ruling Elder Jamie Poppell



We rise.

SERMON HYMN

I Sing the Mighty Power of God
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THE NICENE CREED

L

Let us profess the faith, saying: We believe in one God, the Father,
the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and
unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the
Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy
Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and
the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for
the + resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

We stand.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

P

Trusting in the transformative power of God’s loving Spirit, let every
tongue give praise to God and pray for all in every danger and need.
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(brief silence) For this holy gathering, and for the people of God in every
place. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For all nations, peoples, tribes, clans, and families. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

For the clergy, the laity, and for all who minister in Christ, and for all the
holy people of God. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For the leaders of the nations, particularly leaders in the United States,
and all in authority, for peace and justice, and for an end to war. Lord, in

your mercy, hear our prayer.

For travelers, for the sick, the refugees, and the suffering, for the hungry
and the oppressed, for those in prison and for their victims, for the
dying, for those on our prayer list and those we name before you now.
(pause) Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For abundant fruits of the earth, and for safety from violent storms and
wildfires; for doctors, nurses, and hospital staff, and for all aid workers.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For our city and those who live in it, and for our families, companions,

and all those we love. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For those who rest in Christ, and for all the beloved who rest in your

mercy. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Reforming God, we give you thanks for your forgiveness and your
blessing. Fill us with a spirit of openness to your Spirit, to hear and

receive your promises and to keep our covenant with you through Jesus

Christ our Lord. Amen.
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THE PEACE

P The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you.

INTERLUDE

EUCHARIST
We sit.

OFFERTORY
OFFERTORY ANTHEM "I Have Decided to Follow Jesus" Setting by John Carter

L. Freely you have received, freely give. Let us return to God the offerings of
our life and the gifts of the earth.

DOXOLOGY
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
L Blessed are you, O God, source of every gift of your creation. By these

gifts and with our lives, help us to serve one another and all in need,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE

P Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. Come to this meal of mercy.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

P The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks
and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give
thanks to you, Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. You
tormed us in your image, and breathed into us the breath of life. When
we turned away, and our love failed, your love remained steadfast. You
delivered us from captivity, made covenant to be our sovereign God,
and spoke to us through your prophets. And so, with your people on
earth and all the company of heaven we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
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Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. Your Spirit anointed
him to preach good news to the poor, to proclaim release to the captives
14



and recovery of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are
oppressed, and to announce that the time had come when you would
save your people. He healed the sick, fed the hungry, and ate with
sinners. By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection you gave
birth to your church, delivered us from slavery to sin and death, and
made with us a new covenant by water and the spirit. When the Lord
Jesus ascended, he promised to be with us always, in the power of your
Word and Holy Spirit.

On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave thanks to yon,
broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: “Take, eat; this is my body which

zs given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

When the supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his
disciples, and said: “Drink from this, all of you, this is my blood of the new covenant,
poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you

drink it, in remembrance of me.”

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we
offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in

union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us () gathered here, and () on these
gifts of bread and wine. Make them be for us the body and blood of
Christ, that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his
blood. By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and
one in ministry to all the world, until Christ comes in final victory, and
we feast at his heavenly banquet. Through your Son Jesus Christ, with
the Holy Spirit in your holy church, all honor and glory is yours,
almighty Father now and forever. Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER (SUNG TO THE HAAS TUNE)

As Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray:
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BREAKING OF THE BREAD
P The gifts of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.
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LAMB OF GOD
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
P Come for all is now ready.

Gluten-free options are available. Please ask Pr. Bryant as you approach the chancel.
COMMUNION SOLO
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

L We pray: Give ear, O God, to those whom you have nourished with this
holy food: and as by the cross of your Son you have restored us to life,
bring us we pray, to the glory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns
for ever and ever. Amen.

SENDING
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

P The blessing of the " holy, triune God, who was and is and is to
come—first and last, beginning and end, Alpha and Omega— be with
you now and always. Amen!
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SENDING HYMN A Mighty Fortress is our God
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L Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Amen.

POSTLUDE "Take The World, But Give Me Jesus" By John R. Sweeney Arr. By Victor Labenske

Leading Worship: Rev. Pr. J. David Bryant, Minister; Jamie Poppell, Elder;
Sally MacNiell, Liturgist; Leah Metzger, Accompanist & Director

Administration-Bobby Harper, Michael McMillan
Christian Education-Martha Davis
Congregational Care-Nancy Bell
Fellowship—Juanita Ratliff
Mission /Outreach-Jamie Poppell
Worship/Music-Zachary Wiggins
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Notes & Announcements

All Saints Day, Sunday Nov 2nd, 2025

Ushers for November 2nd: Warren Gregory, Polly Kincaid, Zack
Wiggins, Paul Wiggins, and Steve Brown

Liturgist for November 2nd: Juanita Ratliff

FPC website www.firstpresperry.org

Send prayer requests to praver(@firstpresperty.org ot contact Jeanne
Hilgendorf

On Sunday, November 9, 2025, there will be a Congregational Meeting
after the morning worship service.

The purpose of the meeting is to receive and act upon the nominating
committee’s recommendation to elect Diana Sandonato, Stan Whiddon, and

Paul Wiggins to serve as Session Elders for a period of three years as the class
of 2028.

Daylight saving time ends November 2, 2025



about:blank
about:blank

Dear People of God,

As St. Paul told the Philippians, "I thank my God
every time I remember you."

Your numerous thoughtful gestures of clergy
appreciation are truly touching. I have lost track of
each gift and cannot thank you individually as much as
I would like. May God continue to mature us in all good
ways, leading us to overflow in faith and love.

In sincere thanks,

JDB+
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First Presbyterian Church

ANNUAL CHILI COOKOFF
October 29, 2025, @ 6:00 pm

Chili pots needs to be in the Fellowship Hall
by 5:30 for judging. Prizes will be award 15"
through 3™ places and People's Choice.
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FPC PRAYER LIST
TOGETHER WE PRAY FOR:
HEIBERG'S TRAVELING
HILGENDORF KIDS TRAVELS
SHUTINS

Porry K

RON P

ALICE F

MARYT.0U B

MARGIE R
COMMUNITY

DIANE RICHIE

NICOLE & ASHLEY
OUR SCHOOLS
NURSING HOMES

BrL.UE CREEK CHURCH
JOBS IN TAYLOR CO.
REHAB

STEVE B

NANCY B

MARTHA D

CHRISTINE 1.UTZ
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OTHER

MIKE'S MoMm

ERIC RATLIFF

KEITH'S MoMm
JUDY NEAL
JOHN SINGER

Sour MINISTRY

OUR GOVERNMENT

PRAYERS FOR UNITY

MARK LANEVE

ANSWERED PRAYERS, A] FAMILY HOME SAFE
CHUCK AND PEGGY ECKEL

OUR GUESTS AT FELLOWSHIP SUPPER
ERIC RATLIFF CONTINUED HEALING
ADVENT CHRISTIAN VILILAGE MINISTRY

DIANNA'S GRANDSON MICHAEL. BATTLING FOR HIS IIFE AFTER A BURST
APPENDIX AND COMPILICATIONS.
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