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P-PASTOR, L-LITURGIST, BOLD-ALL

GATHERING

PREPARATORY PRAYER (prayed upon entering the sanctuary) Ever-calling
God, thank you for gathering us and gracing us with your faithful
presence. Grant us reformation that we might increasingly bear joy and
justice into the world. Continue to gather us into Jesus’ vision, we may
be one in you. Amen.

PRELUDE “I Need Thee Every Hour” Robert Lowry

Arr. By Michael Cox
INTROIT “Teach Me Thy Way, O Lord”

ANNOUNCEMENTS/PASSING OF FRIENDSHIP PADS/SESSION SHARING

We stand.

CALL TO WORSHIP

L God is our refuge and strength, always ready to help in times of trouble.

So we will not fear, even if earthquakes come, and the mountains
crumble into the sea.
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Come, let us join our cheer-ful songs with an-gels round the throne;

“Wor - thy the Lamb that died,” they cry, “to be ex - alt - ed thus!”
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3 Je - susis wor-thy to re-ceive hon - or and powr di - vine;
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Let allcre-a - tion join in one to blessthe sa-cred name
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ten thou-sand thou-sand are their tongues, but all their joys are one.
“Wor - thy the Lamb,”our lips re - ply, “for he was slain for us!”
and bless-ings,more than we can give, be, Lord, for - ev - er thine.

of God who sgits up-on the throne, and to a - dore the Lamb.



CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, F one God, who forgives all our sin, whose
mercy endures forever. Amen.

The grace of God overflows through Christ Jesus. Let us confess our sin
before God and one another.

(brief silence for reflection) Merciful God, we confess that we are in
bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory
of your holy name. Amen
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1 Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer.
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair

Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.

Re - new us with your sav-ing pow’r; cre - ate in us new hearts!

P By grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing;
it is the gift of God. I declare to you, in the name of (+) Jesus Christ, we are
forgiven! Amen.



GLORIA PATRI
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1 Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the carth,

2 Glo-ry be to Christfor -ev - er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
3 Ho-ly One we now ac-claim you; Lord a - lone, to you we call;
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Might-y God of all cre - a - tion, Fa-ther of sur - pass-ing worth:

Son of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’n a- bove;

Ho - Iy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
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we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
on the cross you died to save us; now youreign at  God’s right hand.
Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir-it, in the Fa-ther’s splen-dor bright.
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Saints and an - gels bow be -fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.

Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us; in your prom-ise firm we stand.
For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to God on high!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P We pray: Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit
renews the church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful
people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in
times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on
the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.



WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

L We pray: Holy Spirit, illumine for us this Word, that the message of the
Gospel may come to us in power. Amen.

We sit.
FIRST READING Jeremiah 31:31-34
L 31The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new

covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 321t will not be
like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the
hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke,
though I was their husband, says the Lord. 33But this is the covenant that I
will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put
my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their
God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one
another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me,
from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their
iniquity, and remember their sin no more. The Word of the Lord. Thanks

be to God.
PSALM Psalm 46 (e say responsively by whole verse)
L 1 God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.

2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, though
the mountains shake in the heart of the sea;

3 though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble with its
tumult.



4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy
habitation of the Most High.

5 God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved; God will help it

when the morning dawns.

6 The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter; he utters his
voice, the earth melts.

7 The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge.

8 Come, behold the works of the Lord; see what desolations he has
brought on the earth.

9 He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; he breaks the bow, and
shatters the spear; he burns the shields with fire.

10 ‘Be still, and know that I am God! I am exalted among the nations,
I am exalted in the earth.’

11 The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge.

SECOND READING Romans 3:19-28

L

19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are
under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world
may be held accountable to God. 20For “no human being will be justified
in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the
knowledge of sin.



21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed,
and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God
through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction,
23since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24they are now
justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood,
effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in
his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed;
26it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that
he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. 27Then what becomes of
boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but by the law
of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works
prescribed by the law. The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

We rise.

GOSPEL John 8:31-36

P

We sit.

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John the 8t chapter:
Glory to you, O Lord.

31]Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my
word, you are truly my disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the
truth will make you free.” 33They answered him, “We are descendants of
Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by
saying, “You will be made free’?” 34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell
you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave does not have
a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36So
if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON

“Free”

Rev. Pr. J. David Bryant

We rise.
SERMON HYMN The Church’s One Foundation P.H. #321
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1 The chur-ch’s one foun-da - tion is  Je - sus Christ her Lord.
2 E - lect from ev -ery na - tion, yet one o'er all the earth,
3 Though with a scorn-ful won - der this world sees her op-pressed,
4 Mid toil and trib - u - la - tion, and tu - mult of her war
5 Yet she on earth has un - ion with God, the Three in One,
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She is his new cre - a - tion by wa - ter and the word.
her char-ter of sal - va - tion: one Lord, one faith, one birth.
by schis-ms rent a - sun - der, by her - e - sies dis-tressed,
she waits the con-sum - ma - tion of peace for - ev - er-more:

and mys - tic sweet com - mu - nion with those whose rest
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food,
cry goes up: “How long?”

long -ing eyes are blest,

hap - py ones and ho - ly! Lord, give us grace that we,

1 1 |
| - 1 1 1 1)
1 i 1

With
and

and
like

his
to

And soon the night of weep - ing shall
the great church vic - to - rious shall
them, the meek and low - ly,

may

—u
z ’ d ’ ’ 3 j &

own blood he bought her, and
one hope she press - es, with

for her life he died.
ev - ery grace en-dued.
be the morn of song.
be the church at rest.
live e - ter - nal - ly.




THE NICENE CREED

L

Let us profess the faith, saying: We believe in one God, the Father,
the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and
unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the
Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy
Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and
the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for

the (*F) resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

We sit or stand.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

P

Trusting in the transformative power of God’s loving Spirit, let every
tongue give praise to God and pray for all in every danger and need.



(brief silence) For this holy gathering, and for the people of God in every
place. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For all nations, peoples, tribes, clans, and families. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

For the clergy, the laity, and for all who minister in Christ, and for all the
holy people of God. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For the leaders of the nations, particularly leaders in the United States,
and all in authority, for peace and justice, and for an end to war. Lord, in

your mercy, hear our prayer.

For travelers, for the sick, the refugees, and the suffering, for the hungry
and the oppressed, for those in prison and for their victims, for the
dying, for those on our prayer list and those we name before you now.
(pause) Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For abundant fruits of the earth, and for safety from violent storms and
wildfires; for doctors, nurses, and hospital staff, and for all aid workers.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For our city and those who live in it, and for our families, companions,

and all those we love. Lotd, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For those who rest in Christ, and for all the beloved who rest in your
mercy. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Reforming God, we give you thanks for your forgiveness and your
blessing. Fill us with a spirit of openness to your Spirit, to hear and

receive your promises and to keep our covenant with you through Jesus

Christ our LLord. Amen.
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THE PEACE

P The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you.

EUCHARIST
We sit.

OFFERTORY

OFFERTORY ANTHEM. We Are Singing, for the Lord Is Our Light

Arr. By Hal H. Hopkin

L Freely you have received, freely give. Let us return to God the offerings

of our life and the gifts of the earth.

DOXOLOGY.

(Red Hymnal)

#624
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Praise God, from whom all bless-ings flow;

praise *him, all crea-tures

.

here be-low;  praise *him a - bove, ye heaven-ly host; praise




OFFERTORY PRAYER

L

Blessed are you, O God, source of every gift of your creation. By these
gifts and with our lives, help us to serve one another and all in need,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE

P

Come to this table, not because you must but because you may, not
because you are strong, but because you are weak. Come, not because
any goodness of your own gives you a right to come, but because you
need mercy and help. Come, because you love the Lord a little and
would like to love him more. Come, because he loved you and gave
himself for you. Come and meet the risen Christ, for we are his Body.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

P

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks
and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give
thanks to you, Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. You
formed us in your image, and breathed into us the breath of life. When
we turned away, and our love failed, your love remained steadfast. You
delivered us from captivity, made covenant to be our sovereign God,
and spoke to us through your prophets. And so, with your people on
earth and all the company of heaven we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
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Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. Your Spirit anointed
him to preach good news to the poor, to proclaim release to the captives
and recovery of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are
oppressed, and to announce that the time had come when you would
save your people. He healed the sick, fed the hungry, and ate with
sinners. By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection you gave
birth to your church, delivered us from slavery to sin and death, and
made with us a new covenant by water and the spirit. When the Lord

Jesus ascended, he promised to be with us always, in the power of your
Word and Holy Spirit.

On the night in which he gave himself up for us, /76 took bread, gave thanks to you,
broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and mzd "Take, eat; this is m1y body which

zs given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.’

When the supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his
disciples, and said: ""Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,
poured ont for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as yon
drink it, in remembrance of me.

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we
offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacnﬁce in
union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith.

Christ has died. Christ 18 ris-en. Christ will come a - gain.

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us () gathered here, and (F) on these
gifts of bread and wine. Make them be for us the body and blood of
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Christ, that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his
blood. By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and
one in ministry to all the world, until Christ comes in final victory, and
we feast at his heavenly banquet. Through your Son Jesus Christ, with
the Holy Spirit in your holy church, all honor and glory is yours,
almighty Father now and forever.
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BREAKING OF THE BREAD

P Jesus said: I am the bread of life. Jesus said: I am the vine; you are the
branches. Come to me and never be hungry; believe in me and never thirst.

The gifts of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.
LAMB OF GOD
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1 O Lambof God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;

2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of

3 O Lambof God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.

you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

¢ - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE & COMMUNION HYMN: LORD JESUS, YOU
SHALL BE MY SONG P.H. #737
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1 Lord Je - sus, you shall be my song as I jour - ney;
2 Lord Je - sus, I'll praise you as long as 1 jour - ney.
3 As long as 1 live, Je -sus, make me your ser - vant,
41 fear in the dark and the doubt of my jour - ney;
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I'll tell ev-ery-bod -y a-bout youwher-ev - er I go:
May all of my joy be a faith-ful re - flec-tion of you.

to car - ry your cross and to share all your bur-dens and tears.
but cour-age will come with the sound of your steps by my side.
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you a - lone are our life and our peace and our love.

May the earth and the sea and the sky join my song.
For you saved me by giv - ing your bod - y and blood.

And with all of the fam - ily you saved by your love,
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Lord Je - sus, you shall be my song as jour - ney.

Lord Je - sus, I'll praise you as long as I jour - ney.

As long as I live, Je-sus, make me your ser - vant

we’ll  sing to yourdawn at the end of our jour - ney.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

L We pray: Give ear, O God, to those whom you have nourished with this
holy food: and as by the cross of your Son you have restored us to life,
bring us we pray, to the glory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns for
ever and ever. Amen.

SENDING
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

P The blessing of the " holy, triune God, who was and is and is to
come—first and last, beginning and end, Alpha and Omega— be with

you now and always. Alleluia!

Go in peace to love the Lord your God with heart and soul and mind

and strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself. Amen.
SENDING HYMN A Mighty Fortress is our God P.H. #275
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DISMISSAL

L Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Amen.

POSTLUDE Lord, I Lift Your Name on High Rick Founds
Arr. By Mark Hayes

*Those who are able, please stand.
We warmly greet all who have come to worship God. Your presence will
enhance our worship experience and our fellowship together. Sincere thanks to
each of you for your participation in the service. Glory be to God!

Leading Worship: Rev. Pr. ]. David Bryant, Minister; Alex Lutz, Liturgist; Leah
Metzger, Accompanist & Director
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Notes & Announcements

The Flowers this morning are given to the glory of God by
Dianna Sandonato in loving memory of Poppa Sandonato.

e Day light savings time ends November 3%
e Weird Word Sunday School begins November 3%
e All Saints Sunday November 3™

e Ushers for November 3*: David Culpeppet, Jeanne Hilgendotf, Warren
Hilgendorf, Marilyn Culpepper
o Liturgist for November 3™: Cheryl Gregory

e ['PC website www.firstpresperry.org
e Send prayer requests to praver(@firstpresperty.org or contact Jeanne

Hilgendorf

Administration-Joey Ratliff, Michael McMillan, Chuck Eckel

Christian Education-Martha Davis

Clerk-Cindy Brown

Congregation Care-Nancy Bell

Finance-Chuck Eckel, Jim Culbreath

Mission/Outreach-Cindy Brown
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http://www.firstpresperry.org/
mailto:prayer@firstpresperry.org

FPC PRAYER LIST
TOGETHER, WE PRAY FOR:
MARGIE RAWLS SIT,, SHIRLEY
BILLUE CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
STAN AND SHONA
SHEIT.A BL.UE
OUR ELECTIONS
BIBLE STUDIES
SUNDAY SCHOOL
OUR SoUP MINISTRY
SUPPER TEAMS
PASTOR & HARRIET BRYANT
AILL GOING THRU HEALTH & EMOTIONAL ISSUES
ALL WHO LOST HOMES
TIRELESS VOLUNTEERS
TRAVELERS TO AND FROM FL.
ALIL HURRICANE VICTIMS
MARNE HEILBERG'S SISTER
BETTY JEAN & JIM CULBREATH
ALL AWAITING TEST RESULTS
AND, ALL UNNAMED NEEDS IN OUR HEARTS. I.ORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER. AMEN.
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