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PREPARATORY PRAYER (prayed upon entering the sanctuary) Holy God,
faithful and unchanging: Enlarge our minds with the knowledge of your
truth and draw us more deeply into the mystery of your love, that we may

P-PASTOR, L-LITURGIST, BOLD-ALL

GATHERING

truly worship you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

PRELUDE “Arietta” By Roy Danielsen

ANNOUNCEMENTS/PASSING OF FRIENDSHIP PADS/SESSION SHARING

We stand.
CALL TO WORSHIP

L

Spirit of the Living God, dance with us on this day.
Come, Whirlwind of Wonder!

Sing to the groaning of creation.

Come, still small voice of Hope!

Enflame us with your passion for justice.

Come, Liberator of the Least!

Purify us of our grasping greediness.

Come, Advocate of selfless living!

Silence our gossiping tongues.

Come, Harmony of God's Heart!

Wind of God, blow through us; Fire of God, burn within us;

Tongue of God, speak to us on this day of renewal and birth.



GATHERING HYMN

PRAISE YE THE LORD, THE ALMIGHTY GTG 35
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CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON

p

Blessed be the name of * the One who was, who is, and who is to
come. The love of God has been shed abroad in our hearts through the
Holy Spirit which was given to us.

Let us confess our failure to love God and others
(brief silence for reflection)

Spirit of God, you move around us, and we wave you away as if you
are a fly getting too close to our heads. You move among us, but
we all have different ideas...different ways of doing things...and so
your petfectly ordered harmonics are drowned out by our chaotic
dissonance. You move within us, but sometimes we aren’t willing
to risk our own reputations or our comfort to embrace your radical
vision. But, deep down, we know that we need to move beyond
ourselves...we know that the church needs to move beyond itself.
Spirit of God, keep moving...keep moving around us, among us,
and within us... keep moving us so that we move together with
you. Amen.
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Be assured the Father of all mercies cleanses us from our sins and
restores us in his image to the praise and glory of his name, and you are
torgiven, through Jesus Christ our Lord. In the name of the Father, and

of the *F Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P

We pray: Pour out upon us, O God, the power and wisdom of your
Spirit, that we may walk with Christ the way of the cross, ready to offer
even the gift of our lives to show forth to the world our hope in your
kingdom. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and
ever. Amen.

WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

L We pray: Living God, you call us to yourself so that we may live in
wholeness with ourselves and our neighbors. Unchain your people
and set us free to rejoice in your saving word, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior. Amen.

We sit.

FIRST READING Isaiah 65:1-9

L 11 was ready to be sought out by those who did not ask, to be found by

those who did not seek me. I said, “Here I am, here I am,” to a nation

that did not call on my name. 21 held out my hands all day long to a

rebellious people, who walk in a way that is not good, following their
7



own devices; 3a people who provoke me to my face continually,
sacrificing in gardens and offering incense on bricks; +who sit inside
tombs, and spend the night in secret places; who eat swine’s flesh, with
broth of abominable things in their vessels; swho say, “Keep to yourself,
do not come near me, for I am too holy for you.” These are a smoke in
my nostrils, a fire that burns all day long. s See, it is written before me: 1
will not keep silent, but I will repay; I will indeed repay into their laps

7 their iniquities and their ancestors’ iniquities together, says the Lord,;
because they offered incense on the mountains and reviled me on the
hills, I will measure into their laps full payment for their actions. ¢ Thus
says the Lord: As the wine is found in the cluster, and they say, “Do not
destroy it, for there is a blessing in it,” so I will do for my servants’ sake,
and not destroy them all. *I will bring forth descendants from Jacob, and
trom Judah inheritors of my mountains; my chosen shall inherit it, and
my servants shall settle there.

The Word of the L.ord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 22:19-28 (e say responsively by whole verse)

L " But you, O Lotd, do not be far away! O my help, come quickly to
my aid!

? Deliver my soul from the sword, my life from the power of the
dog!

’I' Save me from the mouth of the lion! From the horns of the wild oxen
you have rescued me.

2T will tell of your name to my brothers and sisters; in the midst of
the congregation I will praise you:



“You who fear the Lord, praise him! All you offspring of Jacob, glorify
him; stand in awe of him, all you offspring of Israel!

* For he did not despise or abhor the affliction of the afflicted; he
did not hide his face from me but heard when I cried to him.

» From you comes my praise in the great congregation; my vows I will
pay before those who fear him.

¢ The poor shall eat and be satisfied; those who seek him shall
praise the Lord. May your hearts live forever!

*7 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord; and all
the families of the nations shall worship before him.

** For dominion belongs to the Lord, and he rules over the nations.

SECOND READING Galatians 3:23-29

L

> Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the
law until faith would be revealed. > Therefore the law was our
disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we might be justified by

faith. > But now that faith has come, we are no longer subject to a
disciplinarian, » for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through
taith. 27 As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed
yourselves with Christ. 2 There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no
longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are
one in Christ Jesus. 2 And if you belong to Christ, then you are
Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the promise.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

We rise.
GOSPEL Luke 8:26-39
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The Gospel of our Lotd Jesus Christ according to Luke the 8% chapter:
Glory to you, O Lord.

»'Then [Jesus and his disciples] arrived at the country of the Gerasenes,
which is opposite Galilee. > As he stepped out on land, a man of the city
who had demons met him. For a long time he had worn no clothes, and
he did not live in a house but in the tombs. » When he saw Jesus, he fell
down before him and shouted at the top of his voice, “What have you to
do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, do not
torment me”—> for Jesus had commanded the unclean spirit to come
out of the man. (For many times it had seized him; he was kept under
guard and bound with chains and shackles, but he would break the
bonds and be driven by the demon into the wilds.) * Jesus then asked
him, “What is your name?r” He said, “Legion”; for many demons had
entered him. * They begged him not to order them to go back into the
abyss.

2 Now there on the hillside a large herd of swine was feeding; and the
demons begged Jesus to let them enter these. So he gave them
permission. » Then the demons came out of the man and entered the
swine, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and was
drowned.

#When the swineherds saw what had happened, they ran off and told it
in the city and in the country. » Then people came out to see what had
happened, and when they came to Jesus, they found the man from
whom the demons had gone sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in
his right mind. And they were afraid. * Those who had seen it told them
how the one who had been possessed by demons had been

healed. ¥ Then all the people of the surrounding country of the
Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them; for they were seized with great
tear. So he got into the boat and returned. ** The man from whom the
demons had gone begged that he might be with him; but Jesus sent him
away, saying, * “Return to your home, and declare how much God has
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done for you.” So he went away, proclaiming throughout the city how
much Jesus had done for him.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

We sit.
CHILDREN’S SERMON Rev. John David Bryant

SERMON “Always Another Story” Rev. John David Bryant
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We rise.

SERMON HYMN THE CHURCH OF CHRIST IN EVERY AGE GTG 320
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THE APOSTLE’S CREED

L

Together with the whole church in Christ Jesus, let us confess our faith.
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by
the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell;
the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I
believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the * resurrection of
the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

We sit or stand.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

P
L

Drawn into the embrace of the holy Trinity, we lift our prayers.

(brief silence) For your holy church, continually show us your grace upon
grace, that we boldly testify to your love. Triune God, receive our

prayer.

For the world, that you nourish your people and your creation. Triune
God, receive our prayer.

For victims of oppression, that you deliver all sutfering under
oppression, thwarting the plans of unjust leaders, and giving wisdom to
elected officials. Triune God, receive our prayer.

For the sick and the recovering, and for all on our prayer list and for
those we name before you now aloud upon our lips or silently within our
hearts. (pause) Triune God, receive our prayer.
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For our congregation and its ministries, transform the way we have
always done things into your new future for us. Triune God, receive our

prayer.

For all who have died, that their hope in you, is fulfilled in resurrection.
Triune God, receive our prayer.

P Almighty God, ruler of all things seen and unseen, through your Son,
Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit, you show your power and mercy. May
your Spirit transform us, lead us, and equip us to serve and worship you
now and always. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

L The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

We sit.
OFFERTORY ‘Interlude” By Kevin E. Cummings

L. Called to love as God loves us. Let us give freely as God freely gives to us.
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We stand.

DOXOLOGY
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

L We pray: Heavenly Father, we thank you for all your blessings. As we
offer these gifts, may they be used to further your kingdom. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

As Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray: Our Father who art in
heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not
into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
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SENDING
BLESSING & CHARGE

P The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill
your hearts; and the life of the Spirit + bless you and give you peace.

Amen.
SENDING HYMN I, THE LORD OF SEA AND SKY GTG69
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1 1, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my peo - ple cry.
2 I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my peo-ple’s pain.
3 I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame.
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I have wept for love of them. They turn a - way. I will
I will set a feast for them. My hand will save. Fin-est
Am D G C G D
Oy , ; |

2 —i T T rm— f ro— f —

L \. A | L | | & | | I. N1 T | | |
o j — e ® T . 3

made the stars of night, I will make their dark-ness bright.
break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love a - lone.
bread I  will pro-vide till their hearts be sat - is - fied.
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Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall T  send?
I will speak my word to them.  Whom shall I  send?
I will give my life to them. Whom shall T send?
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Refrain
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DISMISSAL

L Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE “Jesus, Keep Me Near The Cross”
Alison Prestwood Based on Near The Cross by William H. Doane

Leading Worship: Rev. Pr. ]. David Bryant, Minister; Bob Helberg, Liturgist;
Leah Metzger, Accompanist & Director

Administration-Bobby Harper, Michael McMillan
Christian Education-Martha Davis
Congregational Care-Nancy Bell
Fellowship—Juanita Ratliff
Finance — Marilyn Culpepper
Mission/Outreach-Jamie Poppell
Worship/Music-Marilyn Culpepper, Zachary Wiggins
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Notes & Announcements

The flowers today are dedicated to the Glory of God by Bob and
Marne Helberg for our 62 years of marriage.

Ushers for June 29" Warren Gregory, Polly Kincaid, Zack Wiggins,
Paul Wiggins, Steve Brown

Liturgist for June 29": Bob Bell

Christian Education meeting on Wednesday, July 9th at 10:30 am

FPC website www.firstpresperry.org

Send prayer requests to prayver@firstpresperty.org or contact Jeanne
Hilgendorf

Thanks for holding my grade school pal, Annemarie Hannah, in your prayers.
Per her aunt Joanne, “Do not doubt the power of prayer! Hundreds if not 1000s
of people were paying for my niece Annemarie. After 3 1/2 weeks in the
hospital, it looks like she will go home this week, and her kidneys are alive and
well!

The power of our Lord and His grace and mercy is shown, especially in this
case! Let's go and tell everyone what Jesus has done for us!”

Thanks, again. JDB+
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FPC PRAYER LIST
TOGETHER, WE PRAY FOR:
MARCIE FLLETCHER SISTER, KIM WADE
TRAVELILING MERCIES FOR AILL
L.OCAL NURSING HOMES
GOVERNMENTS
SANDI HII.GENDORF
BILLUE CREEK CHURCH, REBUILDING ON NEW [.OT
FPC BIBLE STUDIES
SUPPER TEAMS, GRATEFUL THANKS.
RiITA4 BENOIT, RECOVERING
RON POPPELL, AT HOME
OUR CHURCH

19



