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A Letter From Our Pastor

Friends in Christ---

The Lord be with you. On Sunday, Pentecost 5C, I preached the longest sermon of my pastoral career,
and in it, I posed four sobering questions. The fourth question was, “When will we plan legacy gifts to

ensure our tithing continues after we’re gone?”

To help you form your answer, consider this story about legacy giving. About five years ago, I encouraged
presenters to come to JOY Lutheran to discuss legacy gifts. The first presenter was Erin Long, a repre-
sentative from Thrivent. The second was Pr. Ana Lugo, a Presbyterian pastor who works as a gift planner

for the ELLCA Foundation. A woman named Connie Thorman attended both sessions.

During Pr. Ana’s session, I shared how my wife’s uncle, Hugh, donated a tract of land—won in a poker
game—to his home congregation. The gift was Uncle Hugh’s legacy, aimed at helping the congregation
advance in faithful ministry and mission, as it no longer had to spend so much energy worrying about fi-

nances.

Although Connie liked the story of how the land won in a Texas poker game had found its way into fi-
nancing a Florida ministry, Connie thought that these legacy giving sessions were a poor use of time. She
told me outright, “Pastor, these would have been great thirty years ago, but now most of us at JOY have
our estates and wills all figured out.” Perhaps she was right, yet I specifically ask you, “Are such things tru-

ly fixed in stone?” That was the question I posed to Connie.

I am sharing this story to raise awareness. Many of us know what it is like to live on a fixed income, to live
paycheck to paycheck. Isn’t that often stressful? Doesn’t that cause us to feel insecure? What if I were to

tell you that this is how it goes with congregations, too?

The last line in the paragraph above was a topic that Connie Thorman and I often thought about. Ulti-
mately, we discussed how individuals in churches could buy affordable life insurance policies (and similar
products) naming their church as the beneficiary, thereby leaving a legacy gift that supports the ministry
they cared about during their lifetime. This wise stewardship approach helps churches shift from a
paycheck-to-paycheck mindset to a more inspiring space where they can envision God’s ideal future for

the church and its programs.

This kind of thinking inspired Connie to be generous and faithful, not only in her life but also in her
death. Two years after our conversation, Connie passed away, leaving a legacy gift of $278,000. Her faith-
ful example is one that many can follow, even if not everyone does yet. We're talking about faithful stew-
ardship here. And in the spirit of faithful stewardship, if you’d like to learn how to do what Connie did,
call Rosita Cotton at Financial Cornerstone Group, 321-349-6431.

Let’s pray: Lord, thank you for the gifts you’ve given. Help us to be good and faithful stewards, using

them wisely and generously to honor you. Amen.
Peace,

JDB+


https://www.yourfcg.com/team/rosita-cotton
tel:%203213496431

Notes and Reminders

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

Sunday School — 2025

Sunday School resumes on September 7th at 9:30 am. Women's and men's combined Sunday school
class will be in the Fellowship Hall with Pastor Bryant leading. He will be teaching on “tough choic-

es”. We look forward to seeing everyone. Contact Christian Education for more information.

Congregational Meeting Notice

There will be a Congregational Meeting on Sunday, September 7, 2025, immediately following
the 11:00 a.m. service. The purposes for this meeting are: To elect a nominating committee:
Bobby Harper; Warren Gregory; Mike Perrine; Janice Musgrove; Cathy Wiggins, Kristie Lutz;
and Juanita Ratliff — Moderator. To review the Pastor’s terms of call.

To my loving church family!

I want to thank each of you for your love, prayers and
many acts of kindness shown to me in my recent R and R.
Each day I am feeling stronger and hope I can soon see you
in church. May Gods blessings be with all of you.

In Christian love,

Polly Kincaid




Tuesday Bible Study invites you to begin a new Study on September gth.

STUDY GUIDE TEN LESSONS.

» I Room: 6

Time: 10:00 am

Contact Dianna Sandonato for more information
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GO \ Where Do We Go from Here? Study Guide: Strategic Living for Stressful Times

R (N By: Dr. David Jeremiah In this 10-lesson Where Do We Go From Here? Study

2 ; 2 Guide, which accompanies the book of the same name, Dr. David Jeremiah
. explores what the Bible has to say about the times we’re living in. He shares
how centuries-old prophecies and biblical truths from Scripture speak to us
today and help us live out God’s mission. Perfect for both individuals and
small groups. This study guide includes lesson outlines, application ques-
tions, and personal study for each session.

Craft Class

We will resume craft class September 8th in room 6 at 1:00 pm. Classes will be every other Mon-
day.

Please join us for crafts and fellowship. The cost of the class is 12.00 a month. Contact Dianna
Sandonato to sign up.



https://www.christianbook.com/apps/easyfind?Ntk=author&Ntt=Dr.%20David%20Jeremiah

The new leaf, that I turned over in January, has returned. I hope that there has been an abundance of
grace given in the absence of my newsletter submissions for the past few months! Speaking of grace,
what I want to bring up for your contemplation may also require some grace. Have you ever been sitting
in church thinking to yourself, “why in the world are we singing this song?” or, “I don’t even like this
song. It should be banished from our hymnal!” Just me?

It may surprise some of you to know that I actually do not love, or often even like, a good number of the
songs that I play in church. I do not like all of the melodic lines. I do not like songs that end in such a
way that to my ear that there is no closure. I do not like songs that sing about things that I am uncom-
fortable talking about or hearing about. And despite the phrasing of my previous sentences, I don’t love
Dr. Seuss that much either! Some of the themes that I have found difficult to sing over the years (or
pondered whilst willfully not singing) have ranged from God’s love for me, loving my neighbort, or sut-
rendering my all to God, depending on how I am feeling on any given day. Honestly, I could write a litany
on all of the things that I don’t like or that bother me with regards to music and/or lyrics in church.

Why am I saying all of this? Because as summer concludes and we kick off our “full-swing” church ser-
vices, there will be new, and possibly (probably!) unfamiliar music. And I’'m going to guess, if you are any-
thing like me, you probably will not like all of it. Why won’t you like it? Because, as humans, we love what
is familiar. Familiarity breeds comfort! For better or worse we like what is familiar. Whether it be our
music, our relationships, our routines, or our bad habits. Our brain is the “happiest” when it is surround-
ed by familiarity. However, this is an entirely different tangent for another day! Back to music!

I did a (brief) deep-dive into many of, what I believe, are some of our more popular and favorite hymns
at FPC. What I found was that we are singing well-loved hymns from a smattering of artists across de-
nominations. “Sweet Beulah Land” was penned by a Baptist; the lyrics for “Silent Night” by a Roman
Catholic; “He Lives!” by a Presbyterian, and “Amazing Grace” by an Evangelical. And yet, we cheerfully
sing them alll Why? Because the truth of God’s message through Jesus Christ, and the inspiration of the
Holy Spirit, is not limited by our denomination.

If you have ever been in choir with me, then you well know that I will reference certain aspects of music
that I do not particularly enjoy. But if I only choose, or allow the choir to sing, songs that I love, I am on-
ly going to be representing a small fragment of the many musical selections that are in our library. The
reality is that music is an art. A song that may feel dead and lifeless to us one day may have us weeping on
our knees in a different season of life.

As we enter the kick-off of this school-year and choir resuming, I encourage you to reflect on the aspects
of music that you love, and maybe a few of the things that you don’t. I truly believe that the Lord speaks
to us not only through what speaks to us in a beautiful way, but also that He can speak to us through the
things that we have an adverse reaction to. I have found that when something truly bothers me (such as a
song lyric), if I take it to the Lord, and give Him time to respond, He reveals something far more valuable
than my surface level annoyance. As a musician it is very easy to be overly critical of a// music. I have found
that when I approach listening with bumility, God is always faithful to speak something beantiful through the music, the
lyrics, and the vocalists, if only I have ears to listen. I leave you with this question: how can the music in my church, what 1
like and what I don’t, draw me closer to the heart of Christ?

Leah Metzger




Wednesday night suppers will resume Wednesday, September 3rd

Supper 5chedule September 2025 to May 2026

Team 1: Cindy Brown, Steve Brown, Cheryl Kay Gregory, Warren Gregory
Team 2: Juanita Ratliff, Jeanne Raulerson, Martha Davis, Betty Jean Culbreath, Doris Putnal
Team 3: Bar Girls} Rachel Poppell, Sally MacNeill, Katie King, Harriet Bryant
Team 4: Jeanne Hilgendorf, Warren Hilgendorf, Cathy Wiggins, Sandi Hilgendorf, AJ Hilgendorf

September | 3"% Team 1, 10™> Team 2 17> Team 3 24™> Team 4
German Theme

October 15" Team 1 8™ Team 2 15™> Team 3 22" Team 4

October 29} Chili Cookoff - All Teams

November 5> Team 1, 12™> Team 2 19™> Team 3 26™> NO Supper
Italian Theme

December 3% Team 1 10™> Team 2 24™> NO Supper | 315> NO Supper

December 171

"} Christmas Dinner - All Teams

January 2026 | 7™ Team 1, 14> Team 2 215"> Team 3 28™> Team 4
Asian Theme

February 4™ Team 1 11" Team 2 18™> Team 3 25" Team 4

February 17} Fat Tuesday Dinner & Bingo - All Teams

March 4™ Team 1, 11> Team 2 18™> NO Supper | 25™> Team 4
Irish Theme

April 8™> Team 1 15™> Team 2 22" Team 3 29™> Team 4

March 30™ through April 3} Holy Week, NO Supper April 15

May |

6> Team 1

| 13™ Team2 | 27 NO Supper |

May 20™} Last Wednesday Night Supper, Fish Fry - All Teams

Tom Fletcher—September 1
Steve Caruso— September 2

JoAnn Knowles— September 3

Birthdays

Gretchen Tanner— September 11

gymnastics for 3 years and now I’'m a coach at Taylor

gymnastics. I’'m exited to start my new journey with

this new job!

Lily Hilgendorf— September 25

Margie Rawls—September 26

Anniversaries
AJ & Sandi Hilgendorf— September 14
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Considering Call

“The place God calls you to is the place where your deep gladness and the world’s deep hunger meet.”
— Frederick Buechner, Wishful Thinking: A Seeker's ABC

Presbyterian pastor, Frederick Buechner, is one of the foremost thinkers when one ponders how God is
calling and inviting us. Call questions are like, “am I called to be a pastor,” or “am I called to be married,”

or “am I called to increase my tithe,” or “am I called to buy or rent a house?”

In Wishful Thinking, Buechner points out that the English word “vocation” comes from the Latin word
vocare, “to call” or “to summon,” which “means the work a person is called to by God” (Wishful Thinking,
p. 118).

Isn’t it true that a call presumes a caller? “Calling” always presumes a caller. And Buechner indicates, for
Christians, the triune God is the caller. What makes hearing God’s call rather difficult is that God's voice

1s not the only voice calling us. Our challenge is hearing God's voice amidst competing voices.

“There are all different kinds of voices calling you to all different kinds of work,” says Buechner, “and the
problem is to find out which is the voice of God rather than of Society, say, or the Superego, or Self-
Interest.” (p. 118)

How does one discern God's voice amidst competing voices? Buechner offers:

"By and large a good rule for finding out is this: the kind of work God usually calls you to is the kind of
work (a) that you need most to do and (b) that the world most needs to have done. ... The place God calls
you to is the place where your deep gladness and the world’s deep hunger meet" (118-19).

Buechner says your call is where your deep gladness and the world’s deep hunger intersect. Buechner indi-
cates that authentic call involves both an inward look inward and an outward look. Our deep gladness is

not from self-interest or ambition.

Buechner encourages those with questions about calling to think carefully about that which satisfies their
deepest desires. Look for something that’s a part of who you are, who you are created to be. What Buech-

ner describes elsewhere as the “hidden hunger” of your life.

Buechner doesn't promise that God’s call on one’s life will be found by thinking about the intersection of
one’s deep gladness and the world's deep hunger. It’s a faithful tool, not a recipe for success. Buechnet’s

insights are faithful tools that point us to God through exploring what gives us joy. For more, read W7shfu/
Thinking.


https://www.worldofbooks.com/products/wishful-thinking-book-frederick-buechner-9780060611392?sku=CIN0060611391VG&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22020745342&gbraid=0AAAAAC04ib2tWK2h2DPJZRVjia4j48KAk&gclid=CjwKCAjw2brFBhBOEiwAVJX5GAT6MowFfyV7_LZiXQvv_IR68jKjyAA-lE
https://www.worldofbooks.com/products/wishful-thinking-book-frederick-buechner-9780060611392?sku=CIN0060611391VG&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22020745342&gbraid=0AAAAAC04ib2tWK2h2DPJZRVjia4j48KAk&gclid=CjwKCAjw2brFBhBOEiwAVJX5GAT6MowFfyV7_LZiXQvv_IR68jKjyAA-lE

