
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1 

Congregational 
Care 10:00 am 
 

Craft & Fellowship 
1 pm 
 

Mission Outreach 
  Mtg 3:30 pm 

2 
Beach Bible Study 
9:30 am 
 

FPC Bible Study 
10 am 
 

Fellowship Mtg 
5 pm 
Worship Mtg  

  6 pm 

3 
Prayer Mtg 9:30 
am 
 

Soup for the 
Soul 11:30 
am 

 

4 5 6 
 

7 
Sunday School 
9:00 am 
 
Worship 10:30 am 

 

8 
 

9
 

Christian Ed Mtg 
9 am 
 

Beach Bible Study 
9:30 am 
 

FPC Bible Study 
10 am 
 

Admin Mtg 5 pm 

10      
Prayer Mtg 9:30 
am 
 

Soup for the 
Soul 11:30 
am 
 

 

11 
Heidelberg 
Catechism 

  10 am 

12 13 
 

14 
Sunday School 
9:00 am 
 
Worship 10:30 am 

 

15 
Finance Com Mtg 
4 pm 

16 

Beach Bible Study 
9:30 am 
 

FPC Bible 
Study 10 am 
 

Session Mtg 5:30 
pm 
 

17 

Prayer Mtg 9:30 
am 
 

Soup for the 
Soul 11:30 am 
 

Book Club w/ 
Cindy Brown 
6:00 pm 

18 
Heidelberg 
Catechism 
10 am 

19 20 

21 
Sunday School 
9:00 am 
 
Worship 10:30 am 
 

22 
 

 

23 
 

Beach Bible Study 
9:30 am 
 

FPC Bible 
Study 10 am 

24 

Prayer Mtg 9:30 
am 
 

Soup for the 
Soul 11:30 
am 

25 
Heidelberg 
Catechism 
10 am 

26 27 

28  
Sunday School 
9:00 am 
 
Worship 10:30 am 

29 30 
Beach Bible Study 
9:30 am 
 

FPC Bible 
Study 10 am 
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FPC PERSONNEL SPOTLIGHT 
 

Jason Pressley, Sexton 

 

FPC once again has a Sexton. 

Twenty-year resident of Perry, 

Jason Pressley has joined FPC 

as Sexton. He provides 

custodial and minor 

maintenance services weekly Wednesday through 

Friday. Jason has a particular interest in 

carpentry and has already used his skills to build 

a set of steps for the fellowship hall sound 

booth. He is a member of First Assembly of God 

Church here in Perry, and his hobbies include 

gardening, surfing, and fishing. His food for 

thought: “To find a true friend, you must first be 

one.” When you see Jason, please give a warm 

welcome to First Presbyterian! He has already 

proven himself a wonderful addition to First 

Presbyterian! 

Marielvi Blanco, Office Assistant 

 

Recent high school graduate, 

Marielvi Blance started with FPC 

last fall as part of the TCHS DCT 

Work Program. She continues in 

the office and will be with us 

through the first week of August. In the fall, she 

begins her college studies at Santa Fe Community 

College in Gainesville and plans to complete her 

bachelor’s degree in business management at the 

University of Florida. Her family have lived in 

Perry for ten years and attend Immaculate 

Conception Catholic Church. In addition to FPC, 

Marielvi also coaches gymnastics and runs an in-

home nail salon, and her hobbies include cooking, 

reading, and listening to podcasts. Although 

Marielvi will be leaving in August, she has been a 

delightful addition to the FPC office, and we wish 

her much success in her college journey! 

 

Thrivent Action Grants  

Putting Faith into Action — Funding Our Community Projects 

A resource for First Presbyterian Church of Perry members 

What Is a Thrivent Action Grant? Thrivent Action Grants provide up to $250 in seed money to help members take 

action and make a difference in their communities. As a Thrivent member, YOU are eligible to request a grant to fund a 
service project that aligns with our church’s mission. 

● Grants of up to $250 per project 
● Available to all eligible Thrivent members 

● Funds cover supplies, materials & project costs 

● Up to 2 Action Grants per year per member 
● Projects must benefit the community or a nonprofit organization 
 

📱 Step by Step 
Instructions   
   

📋 Connect to 
Thrivent.com 

 

Tips for a Successful Grant 
• Plan your 

project before 
applying 

• Choose a clear, 
community-
focused goal 

• Keep all receipts 
for project 
purchases 

• Submit your 
project report 
after completion 

• Invite fellow 
church 
members to 
volunteer 

• Contact your 
Thrivent rep with 
questions 

Questions? Contact your Thrivent Financial 

Representative or visit Thrivent.com 

Thrivent is the marketing name for Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. 

 



  

 

People of God,  

Recently, I was asked to reflect on saying “blessed” instead of “lucky.” While it may seem 

minor compared to Jesus’ work, it has its place in personal piety. Here’s why. 

In what is said and left unsaid, we make statements about our beliefs, perspectives, 

theologies, and passions. In Luke 6:45, Jesus says, “… for it is out of the abundance of the 

heart that the mouth speaks.” There is tremendous power in what is left unsaid and what is 

said. 

Recently, I officiated a wedding and sat through the reception, surprised by the first 

song’s lyric: “Josie’s on a vacation far away...” If you know this Outfield song, you know it’s about cheating. The 

tune’s catchy, but what about the lyrics? I asked the groom about the song’s message, hopefully not a metaphor for 

the marriage, and he said, “Oh, I just liked the tune, never really listened to the words.” 

“Never really listened to the words,” he said. We often ignore the true meaning of our words, speaking out of habit 

rather than understanding. We’re too lazy to consider their weight and impact. Think about your words: what are 

you supporting, and what message are you sending? 

Blessed: having been given help and protection by a god or having been called or made holy. (2026 Cambridge 

Dictionary) 

Lucky: having good things happen to you by chance. (2026 Cambridge Dictionary) 

From a Judeo-Christian view, “blessed” means God takes an interest in us, helping, calling, protecting, and making 

us holy through purposeful actions. Conversely, “Lucky” refers to good things that happen by chance, with no 

intent or purpose. 

The brother of Jesus, James, wrote: “Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming 

down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change.” (James 1:17) 

“Every generous act of giving,” including “every perfect gift,” is coming down—coming down from above, from 

the Father of lights! So, to whom should we direct our praise and gratitude for these blessings? Isn’t the answer 

obvious? 

“Praise God from whom all blessings flow!” God is the source of every blessing, demonstrating love by remaining 

constantly generous and giving perfect gifts. Recognize and appreciate the true source of blessings, and direct 

gratitude rightly. 

Though we make good and bad choices, doing well and messing up, God stays constant in giving us blessings. 

God knows our shortcomings and works through blessings, trials, and 

life events to turn us toward living for God alone and toward treating others as generously as God treats us. 

Some may ask, “What about chance? Isn’t that luck?” Let’s answer: “Who put the laws of probability in motion? 

Who knew before you asked the dealer for a card who would win the game?” Job 1:21 says, “The Lord gave, and 

the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord.” The Lord determines who gets and who doesn’t, not 

because God loves one more than another, but because God knows what each of us needs to turn us toward living 

for God alone and toward treating others as generously as God treats us. 

Pastor John David Bryant 



  

Small details in our lives carry God’s purpose, as God is all-knowing and purposeful. Recognize God’s 

fingerprints in events, and you’ll find God’s purpose. Delight in God as God delights in you. Use moments for 

God, who breathes purpose into each. Choose words wisely, but don’t shame yourself if you happen to wish 

someone “Good Luck,” since no one gets everything right all the time. Besides, God loves you and will continue to 

bless you, which is grace. And what is “blessing?” A synonym for “grace.” 

We pray: Heavenly Father, not by a stroke of luck, but by a gift of grace, we come before you 

with hearts full of gratitude. Thank you for blessing us with your unwavering love, the gift of life, 

and your daily strength. Amen. 

Peace, 

JDB+  

  Notes and Reminders 
 

June 7, 2026: Sunday School will be facilitated by John Singer of Immaculate 

Conception Catholic Church. He will lead a 13-week study of the Apostle 

Paul’s letters in chronological order. Sunday School will be in the Fellowship 

Hall and begins at 9:00 am.    
 

 

June 17, 2026: Do you claim to be perfect?  

Have you considered that imperfection is a gift?  Please join Cindy Brown in a 

discussion of Brene Brown’s book, Imperfect The Gift of Imperfection.  We will have 

a BYOD (bring your own dinner) and discussion of the book on Wednesday, June 17 

at 6:00 pm.  This book discusses living wholeheartedly; the importance of courage, 

compassion, connection; and the power of love, belonging and being enough.  We 

will meet in fellowship hall. Drinks and dessert will be provided. 

Paul Wiggins, June 9 

Susan Lincoln, June 8 

Jo Kinsey, June 9 

Betty Culbreath, June 11 

Bob Helberg, June 12 

Efren Torres, June 12 

Priscilla Howie, June19 

AJ Hilgendorf, June 20 

Scott MacNeill  

 

Happy Birthday to You, 
God Bless You! 

Anniversary Congratulations 
 

Michael & Carol McMillan, June 18 

Bob & Marne Helberg, June22 

Diane & Butch Gunter, June 24 

Chris & Travillian Wilson, June 24 
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