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P-PASTOR, L-LITURGIST, BOLD-ALL 

GATHERING 

PREPARATORY PRAYER (prayed upon entering the sanctuary) O God Among 
Us, may angels visit us, may we follow stars, may we bring the gifts we have to 
offer. May we embrace the journey and travel in love. May Christ bless our 
homes and find a home in our hearts throughout the year. Amen. 

PRELUDE   We Three Kings       Based on Kings of Orient  By John H. Hopkins Jr.  

 

INTROIT  "Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus"  

ANNOUNCEMENTS/PASSING OF FRIENDSHIP PADS/SESSION SHARING 

We stand. 

CALL TO WORSHIP        (Based on Psalm 72) 

L Loving God of communities and individuals, we come to worship you. 

May your holy rule of justice and equity enable all your people to live in 

peace.  

God of all creation and every creature, we praise your holy name. 

May every creature respond with delight to their Creator, in the wonder 

of life’s fulfillment.  

God of community leaders and each humble citizen, we come to honor and 

bless your glorious name! “Let the whole earth be filled with God’s praise and 

glory.” 

We give thanks and pray for all faithful followers of our glorious God, 

praying they may all live in peace and harmony under God’s holy rule 

within God’s eternal kingdom. 
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GATHERING HYMN      Joy to the World    GTG 134 
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CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

P  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, Wonderful Counselor, Mighty Savior, 

Prince of Peace. Amen. 

 Let us confess our sin before God and one another.  

(brief silence for reflection) 

 Reconciling God, we yearn for your presence to transform our grief, pain, 
and despair. We confess that we have not always prepared room in our 
hearts for your love; we have not consistently recognized your presence 
among us; we have not always embraced your message of peace. We cry 
out, weary with the burden of violence, oppression, and fear. We confess 
our failure to make room for those seeking refuge; our participation in 
violent systems that harm your innocent ones; our reluctance to embody 
your good news. Be born in us today and teach us to sing the joyful song 
of your salvation. Amen. 

KYRIE          

 

P God’s grace upon grace flows over you. ☩ Christ’s presence redeems the whole 

creation. Your sins are forgiven. Let the earth rejoice and be glad! Amen. 
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GLORIA               (Shared PCUSA-ELCA resource) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P  We pray:  Everlasting God, the radiance of all faithful people, you brought the 
nations to the brightness of your rising. Fill the world with your glory, and 
show yourself to all the world through him who is the true light and the bright 
morning star, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

L  We pray: Holy Spirit, illumine for us this Word, that the message of the 
Gospel may come to us in power. Amen. 

We sit. 

FIRST READING   Isaiah 60:1-6 

L 1 Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen 

upon you. 2 For darkness shall cover the earth and thick darkness the peoples, 

but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you. 3 Nations 

shall come to your light and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
4 Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together; they come to you; 

your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried in 

their nurses’ arms. 5 Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill 

and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you; the 

wealth of the nations shall come to you. 6 A multitude of camels shall cover 

you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. 

They shall bring gold and frankincense and shall proclaim the praise of 

the Lord. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

PSALM    (used as Call to Worship) 

SECOND READING  Ephesians 3:1-12 

L 1 This is the reason that I, Paul, am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of 

you gentiles, 2 for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s 

grace that was given me for you 3 and how the mystery was made known to 

me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, 4 a reading of which will 

enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. 5 In former 

generations this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now 
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been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: 6 that is, the 

gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in 

the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.  

 7 Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace 

that was given me by the working of his power. 8 Although I am the very least 

of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the gentiles the news of 

the boundless riches of Christ 9 and to make everyone see what is the plan of 

the mystery hidden for ages in God, who created all things, 10 so that through 

the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known 

to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11 This was in accordance 

with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12 in 

whom we have access in boldness and confidence through faith in him.  

 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

We rise. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

GOSPEL Matthew 2:1-12 

P The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew the 2nd chapter: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
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1 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, magi 

from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been 

born king of the Jews? For we observed his star in the east and have come to 

pay him homage.” 3 When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all 

Jerusalem with him, 4 and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of 

the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 They told 

him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been written by the prophet: 

 6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah, 

 for from you shall come a ruler 

  who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 

  7 Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them the exact 

time when the star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, 

“Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring 

me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 9 When they had heard 

the king, they set out, and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had 

seen in the east, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When 

they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On 

entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they knelt 

down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered 

him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a 

dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

We sit. 

CHILDREN’S SERMON      Pr. Ruth Elswood 

SERMON                       “An Epiphany of Joy”             Pr. Ruth Elswood 

We rise. 

SERMON HYMN         Love Has Come    GTG 110 
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THE NICENE CREED 

L Let us profess the faith, saying: We believe in one God, the Father, the 

Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We 

believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 

true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through 

him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down 

from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and 
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became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 

Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 

seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 

judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is 

worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We 

believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one 

baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the ☩ resurrection of 

the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

We stand. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

P  Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the church, 

creation, and all who are in need. 

L   (brief silence) Repairer of the breach, you separate us from our sin and unite us 
with one another. Heal the animosity in our hearts, and bind us together in 
love. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 
Author of life, you sent your spirit over the waters, your breath into your 
children, and guiding stars across the sky. Awaken us to the plight of the 
planet and send us to care for your creation. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is 
great. 

 
Light that leads the way, you make yourself known to the nations. Illuminate 
just paths and guide leaders in the church and the world in your holy will. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 
Voice of the silenced, you cast the mighty from their thrones and fill the 
hungry with good things. Grant those in need the courage to demand equality 
and those with abundance the wisdom to share. Respond to any who call out 
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in need this day especially those on our prayer list and those we name now 
(pause). Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 
Proclaimer of promises, you raise up prophets and messengers in the places 
we least expect. Equip us to listen well to those who bring both good news 
and painful truths. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

 
Redeemer of the saints, you gift us with many people throughout our lives 
who point the way to you. We give you thanks for the recently departed and 
all who have loved us. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

P  Shepherd of Israel, you sent a star to enlighten the wise and a child to topple 
the tyrant. Make us wise enough to seek you among the least of your children, 
wise enough to trade our treasure for the gift of overwhelming joy. Amen.  

 
THE PEACE 

P        The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you. 

INTERLUDE 

EUCHARIST 

We sit. 

OFFERTORY  

 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM    See That Star         Words and music by Judy Hunnicutt 

L Freely you have received, freely give. Let us return to God the offerings 

of our life and the gifts of the earth. 
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We stand. 

DOXOLOGY                  

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

L Blessed are you, O God, source of every gift of your creation. By these gifts 

and with our lives, help us to serve one another and all in need, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  

 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE 

P  There is a place for you at the table of God. Come, receive the food that does 
not perish, a taste of life eternal. 

 

 

 



14 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P  The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

  Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and 
praise. 

 It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise, God of 
majesty and splendor. By your power you created all that is, making a universe 
out of chaos, and ruling over all things in love. Throughout the ages you called 
your people to love and serve you, and to be your light among the nations. 
When we failed you, you did not fail us and sent prophets to call us back to 
your ways. We praise you that in the fullness of time, you revealed your love 
by sending your Son Jesus to be the Light of the world. He came to heal our 
brokenness and to set before us the ways of justice and peace. 

 Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with angels and archangels and 
with all the faithful of every time and place, who forever sing to the glory of 
your name: 

 

You are holy, O God of majesty, and blessed is Jesus Christ your Son, our Lord. 
He was born to dwell among us, full of grace and truth; in him we have seen your 
glory. 
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Baptized by John in the Jordan, he lived for you, spoke your truth, showed your 
love, and gave himself for others. In his death on the cross, he overcame death. 
Rising from the tomb, he raised us to eternal life, and made with us a new covenant 
by water and the Spirit. 
 
On the night of his betrayal our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks; broke it and gave it to 
his disciples saying: “Take and eat; this is my body given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 
me.” 

 
After supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying: “This cup is the 
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all the people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 

 
Remembering his command, to love one another, his life and death, his resurrection 
and his ascension, we pray for his coming again, even as we proclaim: 
 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these your gifts of 
bread and wine, that the bread we break and the cup we bless may be the 
communion of the body and blood of Christ. By your Spirit make us one with 
Christ, that we may be one with all who share this feast, united in ministry in 
every place. As this bread is Christ’s body for us, send us out to be the body of 
Christ in the world. Amen. 

 

     

 

LORD’S PRAYER                                    (SUNG TO THE HAAS TUNE) 

As Jesus has taught us, make us bold to call, you Father, as we pray: 
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BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

P   The gifts of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.  

 

We sit. 

LAMB OF GOD 
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DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION  

P    Come for all is now ready. 

Gluten-free options are available. Please ask Pr. Elswood as you approach the chancel. 

Communion solo   "Light of the World Sing Hallelujah"   By We The Kingdom 

 

We stand. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

L  We pray: Give ear, O God, to those whom you have nourished with this holy 

food: and as by the cross of your Son you have restored us to lìfe, bring us we 

pray, to the glory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

SENDING 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

P The triune God, glorious Mystery, holy Incarnate One, abiding Comforter, ☩ 

bless you with endless grace, peace, and joy. Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN     What Star is this with Beams so Bright  GTG 152 

 

DISMISSAL 

L Glory to God in the highest! And peace to God’s people on earth! 

  Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace. Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE        Angels We Have Heard on High    Lani Smith Based on Gloria 
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Leading Worship:  Pastor Pr. Ruth Elswood; Margaret Poppell, Liturgist; Leah 

Metzger, Accompanist & Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Notes & Announcements 

 

• Fellowship Meeting Tue, Jan 6th at 5 pm 

• Worship meeting Tue, Jan 6th at 6 pm 

• Christian Ed Meeting Thu, Jan 8th at 10 am 

• Ushers for January 11th: Bobby Harper, Martha Davis, Mike Perrine, 

Marcy Fletcher, and Robin Walker 

• Liturgist for January 11th: Juanita Ratliff 

• FPC website www.firstpresperry.org 

• Send prayer requests to prayer@firstpresperry.org or contact Jeanne 
Hilgendorf 

 

 

about:blank
about:blank
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FPC PRAYER LIST 

TOGETHER, WE PRAY FOR: 

HOMEBOUND 

RON POPPELL, ALICE FARRELL, MARGIE RAWLS 

 

COMMUNITY 

NICOLE & ASHLEY, (STEVE BROWN, NANCY BELL, MARTHA DAVIS, CHRISTINE 

LUTZ ) REHAB 

OTHER 

POLLY KINCAID, WELCOME BACK TO CHURCH IN PERSON; FAMILY OF MARY LOU 

BENNETT; FAMILY OF JUDY NEAL; MIKE’S MOM; KEITH’S MOM; CHUCK AND 

PEGGY ECKEL; ERIC RATLIFF CONTINUED HEALING; DIANNA’S GRANDSON 

MICHAEL. BATTLING FOR HIS LIFE AFTER A BURST APPENDIX AND COMPLICATIONS; 

JEANNE, KNEE SURGERY 

SOUP MINISTRY 

OUR GOVERNMENT 

PRAYERS FOR UNITY 

 

Almighty and eternal God, you give strength to the weary and new courage to those 

who have lost heart. Heal the sick, comfort the dying, give safety to travelers, free 

those unjustly deprived of liberty, and deliver your world from falsehood, hunger, 

and disease. Hear the prayers of all who call on you in any trouble, that they may have 

the joy of receiving your help in their need. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 


