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P-RULING ELDER, I-LLITURGIST, BOLD-ALL

GATHERING

PREPARATORY PRAYER (prayed upon entering the sanctuary) Eternal God, help
me to live in a way that glorifies you, Lord. Give me the willingness to be a

blessing in someone’s life today and grant me the opportunity to point others

to the freedom only found in knowing Jesus Christ. Amen.

PRELUDE

INTROIT

ANNOUNCEMENTS /PASSING OF FRIENDSHIP PADS /SESSION SHARING

We stand.
CALL TO WORSHIP (BASED ON PSAILM 29)
L The voice of our God and King is heard in blessing, as it echoes in its majestic

powers over all creation.

We come to worship our God, and to celebrate the Mystery and Reality
that is God’s everlasting glory.

The voice of God is heard in all creation — and it responds with joy to the
voice of its Creator, Sustainer, and Renewer.

We come to worship our God, and to celebrate God’s power and
generosity towards all creation and all peoples.

We come to worship our God, and to celebrate the way we are welcomed into
God’s glorious presence.

The voice of our Holy God is heard in the sacred spaces, and God’s
grace is received as we worship. Amen.



GATHERING HYMN I’ve Got Peace Like a River GTG 623
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CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, the Creator of heaven and earth, the

Word who spoke life into being, the Wind stirring the waters. Amen.

Let us confess our sin before God and one another.
(braef silence for reflection)

Mighty God, Lover of Justice, you call us to life in community, but we have
served our own interests at the expense of our neighbors. We have sown
deceit where honesty was needed. We say the right words, but our hearts
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are far from you. Turn us to seek your face. Knit us together and give us
the mind of Christ, that we may do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly
with you, our God. Amen.
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P By grace we have been saved through faith, and this is not our own doing; it is
the gift of God. I declare to you, in the name of (+) Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!
Amen.

GLORIA (Shared PCUSA-ELCA resource)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P We pray: Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy
Spirit and revealed him as your beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water
and the Spirit faithful in your service, that we may rejoice to be called children
of God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

L We pray: Holy Spirit, illumine for us this Word, that the message of the
Gospel may come to us in power. Amen.



We sit.

FIRST READING Isaiah 42:1-9

L

' Here is my servant, whom I uphold,
my chosen, in whom my soul delights;
I have put my spirit upon him;
he will bring forth justice to the nations.
>He will not cry out or lift up his voice
or make it heard in the street;
“a bruised reed he will not break,
and a dimly burning wick he will not quench;
he will faithfully bring forth justice.
*He will not grow faint or be crushed
until he has established justice in the earth,
and the coastlands wait for his teaching.

°Thus says God, the Lord,
who created the heavens and stretched them out,
who spread out the earth and what comes from it,
who gives breath to the people upon it
and spirit to those who walk in it:
¢ am the Lord; I have called you in righteousness;
I have taken you by the hand and kept you;
I have given you as a covenant to the people,
a light to the nations,
’to open the eyes that are blind,
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,
from the prison those who sit in darkness.
°I am the Lord; that is my name;
my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols.
’ See, the former things have come to pass,
and new things I now declare;
before they spring forth,
I tell you of them.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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PSALM (used as Call to Worship)

SECOND READING Acts 10:34-43

L

4 Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand
that God shows no partiality, * but in every people anyone who fears him and
practices righteousness is acceptable to him. *° You know the message he sent
to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of

all. *" That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the
baptism that John announced: ** how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with
the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all
who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. * We are witnesses
to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by
hanging him on a tree, * but God raised him on the third day and allowed him
to appear, ! not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as
witnesses and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. ** He
commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one
ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. ** All the prophets testify
about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins
through his name.”

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

We rise.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al - le - ln - ia Lord, to whom shall we  go?




GOSPEL Matthew 3:13-17

P The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew the 3td chapter:
Glory to you, O Lord.

1 Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by

him. '* John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you,
and do you come to me?” !> But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for it
is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he

consented. '° And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the
water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw God’s Spirit
descending like a dove and alighting on him. ' And a voice from the heavens
said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

We sit.
CHILDREN’S SERMON Ruling Elder Juanita Ratliff
SERMON “Mercy” Ruling Elder Juanita Ratliff
We rise.
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APOSTLES CREED

L Let us profess the faith, saying: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, the
Creator of heaven and earth, And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our
Lotd, who was conceived of the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day He arose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty, from whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the * resurrection of the body, and life
everlasting. Amen.

We stand.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
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As God’s children in Christ, let us pray for the church, humanity, and the earth.

L

(brief silence) We pray for the church in the world, its leaders, and its mission to
share the good news of healing and restoration. Inspire us to embody the
beloved community in ways that faithfully witness to the Holy Spirit. Hear us,
O God. Your mercy is great.

We pray for the trembling mountains and glad streams of creation. Preserve
and renew your coastlines, deep seas, forests, and grasslands. Guide all who
tend flocks or care for creatures of all kinds. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is
great.

We pray for leaders and advocates in government, civic life, and public safety.
Support equity across the globe, and heal division with accountability and
truth. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We pray for any who are hungty, living in poverty or desperation, weary in
body or spirit, or sick, especially those on our prayer list and those we name
before you now. (pause) Comfort all in need of your tender care. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.

We pray for this part of the body of Christ gathered around word and
sacrament. Bring us into authentic community where all ages are valued and
experience God’s faithfulness together. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is
great.

We give thanks for all who have died in faith. May we remember them
taithfully until we are gathered with you in the paradise you promise. Hear us,
O God. Your mercy is great.

Holy One, in the waters of the Jordan, you claimed Jesus as your beloved Son.
Send your Holy Spirit to anoint us, that we may be filled with your grace and
live as your beloved children, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE PEACE

P

The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you.
11



INTERLUDE

We sit.
OFFERTORY
L We are called to love one another as God loves us—all of us. Those who are
nothing like us, those who live somewhere else, those who are undeserving in
our eyes. Let us give freely as God freely gives to us.
OFFERTORY ANTHEM
We stand.
DOXOLOGY
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We stand.
OFFERTORY PRAYER
L We pray: God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have

prepared for those who love you, yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of
your mercy. Use what we have gathered to feed us with the reign of God
come near, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER (SUNG TO THE HAAS TUNE)

P As Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray:
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SENDING
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

P The blessing of the *F triune God be with us now and always. Amen.
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SENDING HYMN Baptized in Water GTG 482
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prom - ise, faith - ful - ly now God's prais - es we sing.
giv - en, thank-ful - ly now God's prais-es we sing.
chil - dren; joy - ful - ly now God's prais - es we sing.

DISMISSAL

L Go in peace. Sharing God’s grace. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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Leading Worship: Juanita Ratliff, Elder; Sally MacNeill, Liturgist; Aimee
Roberts, Accompanist

Administration-Bobby Harper, Michael McMillan
Christian Education-Martha Davis
Congregational Care-Nancy Bell
Fellowship-Juanita Ratliff
Mission/Outreach-Jamie Poppell

Worship/Music-Zachary Wiggins

Notes & Announcements

e Admin. Meeting Tues, Jan 13" at 4 pm

¢ Finance Committee meeting Thur, Jab 15" at 11 am

e Ushers for January 18" : Warren Gregory, Polly Kincaid, Zack Wiggins,
Paul Wiggins, & Steve Brown

o Liturgist for January 18" Alex Lutz

e ['PC website www.firstpresperry.org

e Send prayer requests to praver(@firstpresperry.org or contact Jeanne
Hilgendorf
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SAVE THE DATE FOR THE UPCOMING ULTREYA
When: January 17, 2026
Where: First Presbyterian Church
Time: 12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m. BBQ Meal
1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. Ultreya
Who should attend? Everyone
What does ULTREYA mean?
Onward... to persevere, to continue onward.
Contact Pastor Bryant (850-584-3826; Nancy Bell (556-6852); or

Rachel Poppell (850-838-5002) for more information.

The word “ultreya” is a Spanish word meaning Onward...... to persevere, to continue
onward. It was used by those making a pilgrimage to the shrine of St. James in Spain. The
Shrine was situated on a high hill and the trail to it was very steep and rocky, causing the
walk to be very laborious. Those making the pilgrimage would

encourage each other by shouting “ultreya”. There is no better term that we can use to
encourage each other in our struggle for a deeper meaning in our life with Christ.
“ULTREYA”!ll Many people from First Presbyterian Church have attended Via de Cristo
(cursillo) spiritual retreat weekends. The ultreya is a monthly gathering of those who have
attended a weekend, as well as guests, to gather for a time of singing, sharing stories of
God’s grace and, of course, food. Historically, Perry ultreyas have been widely known for
Bar-B-Que. Consider this your personal invitation to join in hosting our brothers and
sisters in Christ from all over the North Florida and South Georgia area for the
upcoming Perry ultreya. If you have any questions or are interested in helping, contact
Nancy Bell (850-556-6852) or Martha Davis (850-838-5354).
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A Chidren's Ministry [ U
First Presbyterian Church of Perry, FL ‘N - ‘\ o *
Programs for 2 & 3 years olds

Tuesday through Thursday

Biblically-based Abeka Curriculum
Fun-Filled Mornings

E NROLL +/learn about J.es.u.s

+ free play activities

NOW! + music, art, and crafts

+/ preschool readiness lessons

I
I
!
i
!
9a.m.-12 p.m. I
I
]
I
I
I

X littlesparks@firstpresperryorg nliﬂlesporksperrg Iiﬁlesporksperrg
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First Presbyterian Church
SUNDAY LUNCHEON
January 25, 2026

Please join us after the
Sunday Services for Potluck
Soup, Salad, and/or
Sandwiches. We will be welcoming our new
Session Elders: Dianna Sandonato, Stan
Whiddon, and Paul Wiggins, and we request
preparing and bringing "Thank You Notes" to
thank them for their willingness to serve on
the Session.
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FPC PRAYER LIST
TOGETHER, WE PRAY FOR:
HOMEBOUND
RON POPPELL, ALICE FARRELL, MARGIE RAWLS

COMMUNITY

NICOLE & ASHLEY, (STEVE BROWN, NANCY BELL, MARTHA DAVIS, CHRISTINE LUTZ )
REHAB

OTHER

POLLY KINCAID, WELCOME BACK TO CHURCH IN PERSON,; FAMILY OF MARY LOU
BENNETT; FAMILY OF JUDY NEAL; MIKE’S MOM; KEITH’S MoM; CHUCK AND
PEGGY ECKEL; ERIC RATLIFF CONTINUED HEALING; DIANNA’S GRANDSON MICHAEL.
BATTLING FOR HIS LIFE AFTER A BURST APPENDIX AND COMPLICATIONS; JEANNE,
KNEE SURGERY

SOUP MINISTRY
OUR GOVERNMENT
PRAYERS FOR UNITY

Almighty and eternal God, you give strength to the weary and new courage to
those who have lost heart. Heal the sick, comfort the dying, give safety to
travelers, free those unjustly deprived of liberty, and deliver your world from
falsehood, hunger, and disease. Hear the prayers of all who call on you in any
trouble, that they may have the joy of receiving your help in their need. We ask
this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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