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P-PASTOR, L-LITURGIST, BOLD-ALL

GATHERING

PREPARATORY PRAYER (prayed upon entering the sanctuary) Alpha and Omega,
Beginning and End of all things, Creator, Sustainer, Provider, in your name, we
gather. At your feet, we bow. Shield and Defender, Tower of Refuge for the weary,
Deliverer, Redeemer, Forgiver, in your name, we worship. Amen.

PRELUDE Be Thou My Vision Aprr. Christina Beckett

INTROIT For You, My God, I Wait

ANNOUNCEMENTS/PASSING OF FRIENDSHIP PADS/SESSION SHARING

We stand.

CALL TO WORSHIP (BASED UPON PSALM 40)

L O God, you called us by name to come, and we respond with delight and
gladness.

In joyful obedience, we come to worship you.

Rising out of the depths of despair, we gratefully gather for worship.
In joyful hope, we come to worship our loving God.

Our God has given us a new song of praise to sing]
In joyful trust, we come to praise and worship you, our Awesome God.

You have loved us from the moment we were conceived, and your love has
brought us to this place today.

Bless us in our gathering, our worship, in understanding your word, and
as we go into the world. Through our words and lives, may others be
drawn into the arms of your love, and may the whole world begin to
sing your praises. Amen.



GATHERING HYMN Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken GTG 81
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CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, '+ one God, the Creator of heaven and earth, the
Word who spoke life into being, the Wind stirring the waters. Amen.
Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely.
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(brief silence for reflection)

Mighty God, lover of justice, you call us to live in community, but we
have put ourselves above our neighbors. We have sown deceit where
honesty was needed. We speak the right words, but our hearts are far
from You. Turn us to seek your face. Knit us together and give us the
mind of Christ, so that we may do justice, love mercy, and walk
humbly with You, our God. Amen.
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Lord, . . . . have mer - cy:
P The former things have passed away, and God now declares new things:

Like a spring of water that never fails, God covers you in the righteousness
of Christ and forgives your sins in + Jesus’ name. May the Spirit give you
strength to live for others and bless you with the gift of peace. Amen.

GLORIA GTG 583
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P We pray: Holy God, our strength and our redeemer, by your Spirit hold us
tforever, that through your grace we may worship you and faithfully serve
you, follow you and joyfully find you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

L We pray: Holy Spirit, illumine for us this Word, that the message of
the Gospel may come to us in power. Amen.

We sit.
FIRST READING Isaiah 49:1-7
L ! Listen to me, O coastlands; pay attention, you peoples from far away!

The Lord called me before I was born; while I was in my mother’s womb he
named me. 2 He made my mouth like a sharp sword; in the shadow of his
hand he hid me; he made me a polished arrow; in his quiver he hid me
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away.> And he said to me, “You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will be
glorified.” # But I said, “I have labored in vain; I have spent my strength for
nothing and vanity; yet surely my cause is with the Lord and my reward with
my God.”

> And now the Lord says, who formed me in the womb to be his servant, to
bring Jacob back to him, and that Israel might be gathered to him, for I am
honored in the sight of the Lord, and my God has become my strength— ¢ he
says, “It is too light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up the
tribes of Jacob and to restore the survivors of Israel; I will give you as a light
to the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.”

7'Thus says the Lord, the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One,

to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nations, the slave of rulers, “Kings
shall see and stand up; princes, and they shall prostrate themselves, because of
the Lord, who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.”

The Word of the L.ord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM (used as Call to Worship)
SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 1:1-9
L 1 Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our

brother Sosthenes,

2'T'o the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in
Christ Jesus, called to be saints, together with all those who in every place call
on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours:

3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

+1 give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that
has been given you in Christ Jesus, > for in every way you have been enriched
in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind ¢ just as the testimony of Christ
has been strengthened among you 7 so that you are not lacking in any gift as
you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8 He will also strengthen
you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus



Christ.  God is faithful, by whom you were called into the partnership of his
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

We rise.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL John 1:29-42

P The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John, the 15t chapter: Glory
to you, O Lord.

*’|John the Baptist] saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!"" This is he of whom I
said, ‘After me comes a2 man who ranks ahead of me because he was before
me.” °' I myself did not know him, but I came baptizing with water for this
reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.” * And John testified, “I saw the
Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. ** I myself
did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me,
‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes
with the Holy Spirit.” ** And I myself have seen and have testified that this is
the Chosen One.”

*'The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, ** and as he
watched Jesus walk by he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” " The
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two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. ** When Jesus turned
and saw them following, he said to them, “What are you looking for?”” They

said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher),

where are you

staying?” * He said to them, “Come and see.” They came and saw where he
was staying, and they remained with him that day. It was about four o’clock in
the afternoon. *’ One of the two who heard John speak and followed him was
Andrew, Simon Petet’s brother. *! He first found his brother Simon and said
to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which is translated Anointed). ** He
brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of
John. You are to be called Cephas” (which is translated Peter).

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

We sit.
CHILDREN’S SERMON

SERMON

We rise.
SERMON HYMN
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There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy

“Come and See”

Pr. J. David Bryant

Pr. J. David Bryant
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RECEPTION BY REAFFIRMATION OF BAPTISMAL COVENANT
PRESENTATION
Zach Makayla is presented by the session for reaffirmation of the baptismal

Zach

covenant. She now desires to profess her faith publicly and to assume greater
responsibility in the life of the church and God’s mission in the world.

We rejoice that you now want to declare your faith and join us in our shared
ministry. Through Baptism, you were united with Christ and became a
member of his church. Within the community of God's people, you have
learned about God’s purpose for you and for all creation. You have been
nourished at the Lord's table and called to testify to the gospel of Jesus Christ.

You are citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, built
upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as
the cornerstone. Eph. 2:19-20



PROFESSION OF FAITH

P

We rise.

Makayla, will you devote yourself to the church’s teaching and fellowship, to
the breaking of bread and the prayers? I will, with God’s help.

THE CREED

P

Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ?

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and
the dead.

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

What do you believe when you confess your faith in “God the Father
Almighty?”

That God is a God of love, and that God’s love is powerful beyond

measure.

What do you affirm when you confess your faith in Jesus Christ as “our
Lord?”

That having been raised from the dead, he reigns with compassion and
justice over all things in heaven and on earth, especially over those who
confess him by faith; and that by loving and serving him above all else,
we give glory and honor to God.

What do you believe when you confess your faith in the Holy Spirit?

That apart from the Holy Spirit, our Lord can neither be loved, nor
known, nor served. The Holy Spirit is the personal bond by which Jesus
Christ unites us to himself, the teacher who opens our hearts to Christ,
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and the comforter who leads us to repentance, empowering us to live in
Christ’s service.

What do you affirm when you speak of “the life everlasting?”

That communion with Jesus Christ is eternal life itself. In him, we were
chosen before the foundation of the world. By him, the eternal covenant
with Israel was taken up, embodied, and fulfilled. To him, we are joined
by the Holy Spirit through faith, and adopted as children, the sons and
daughters of God. Through him, we are raised from death to new life.
For him we shall live to all eternity.

Gracious God, by water and the Spirit, you claimed us as your own, cleansing
us from sin and giving us new life. You made us members of your body, the
church, calling us to be your servants in the world. Renew in Makayla the
covenant you made in her Baptism. Continue the good work you have begun
in her. Send her forth in the power of your Spirit to love and serve you with
joy, and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth, in the name of Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

LAYING ON OF HANDS

P

O Lord, uphold Makayla by your Holy Spirit. Daily increase in her your gifts
of grace: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and
might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in
your presence, both now and forever. Ever-living God, guard Makayla with
your protecting hand, and let your Holy Spirit be with her forever. Lead her to
know and obey your Word, that she may serve you in this life and dwell with
you forever in the life to come, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

WELCOME

Nancy Makayla, by publicly professing your faith, you have expressed your intention

to continue in the covenant God made with you in your Baptism. We
welcome you as you join with us in the worship and mission of the church.

Amen. Alleluia!
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We stand.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

P

L

As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the
whole human community, and the well-being of the earth, our home.

(brief silence) Gracious God, unite the church into one great fellowship.
Empower your people to work together for justice and peace, following the
example of Martin Luther King Jr., renewer of society, whose birth we
remember this week. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Creator God, sustain the web of life on this planet. Protect wild areas,
endangered species, and vulnerable habitats. Come to the aid of those affected
by natural disasters, especially those suffering from floods and tornadoes.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Just God, you desire respect and equality for everyone. Raise up prophets who
speak truth to the nations. Embolden leaders and those in authority to
advocate for people in need. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Healing God, you raise up those burdened by trouble, oppression, or illness,

especially those on our prayer list and those we now name before you. (pause)
End social injustice and all forms of inequity so that everyone can experience
abundant life. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Abiding God, you are present with this congregation. Keep us mindful of our
mission and guide our ministries. Kindle in us a desire to help one another.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

We give thanks for all who treasured the gospel and served faithfully.
Strengthen our journeys until your face shines upon us and we are held in your
love. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Holy One, you sent the Lord Jesus Christ to save the world from sin. Teach us

to follow him faithfully, proclaiming the good news, that all may come to
know and love the Lamb of God, in whose name we pray. Amen.
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SHARING OF THE PEACE

L The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

INTERLUDE
EUCHARIST
We sit.
OFFERTORY
L. We have seen the light of the world and are called to follow the star of

promise. Like the Magi, let us bring gifts to honor the Bethlehem babe and
bring light to dark places in our community and world.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM  There Is A Redeemer By Melody GreenArr. By Ed Kee

We stand.
DOXOLOGY
here  be - low; Praise Him  a- bove, ye Iheavn-ly host; Praise
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Fa - ther, Son, and  Ho - v Ghost. A - .
We stand.
OFFERTORY PRAYER
L We pray: God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have

prepared for those who love you, yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of
your mercy. Use what we have gathered to feed us with the reign of God
come near, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE

P There is a place for you at the table of God. Come, receive the food that does
not perish, a taste of life eternal.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

P The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and
praise.

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord.
Sharing our life, he lived among us to reveal your glory and love, that our
darkness should give way to his own brilliant light. And so, with the Church

on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending

hymn:
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the

We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, whom you
sent in this end of the ages to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your
will. He 1s your Word, inseparable from you. Through him you created all things,
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and in him you take delight. He is your Word, sent from heaven to a virgin's
womb. He there took on our nature and our lot and was shown forth as your
Son, born of the Holy Spirit and of the virgin Mary. It is he, our Lord Jesus, who
tulfilled all your will and won for you a holy people; he stretched out his hands
in suffering in order to free from suffering those who trust you. It is he who,
handed over to a death he freely accepted, in order to destroy death, to break the
bonds of the evil one, to crush hell underfoot, to give light to the righteous, to
establish his covenant, and to show forth the resurrection,

Taking bread and giving thanks to you, said: Take and eat; this is my body, broken for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. In the same way, he took the cup, gave thanks, and
gave it for all to drink, saying: This is my blood poured out for you. Do this for the

remenmbrance of me.

Remembering, then, his death and resurrection, we lift this bread and cup before
you, giving you thanks that you have made us worthy to stand before you and to
serve you as your priestly people.

And we ask you: Send your Spirit + upon these gifts of your Church; gather into
one all who share this bread and wine; fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish
our faith in truth, that we may praise and glorify you through your Son Jesus
Christ. Through him all glory and honor are yours, Almighty Father, with the
Holy Spirit, in your holy Church both now and forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER (spoken)

P

As Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray: Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory, forever. Amen.
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BREAKING OF THE BREAD
P Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! Come to the

table; taste and see.

We sit.
LAMB OF GOD
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

Gluten-free options are available. Please ask Pr. Bryant as you approach the chancel.

All the Poor and Powerless By All Sons and Daughters

P Come for all is now ready.
COMMUNION SOLO
We stand.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

L

We pray: Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In

the sacrament of his body and blood, you have drawn us to your heart. Send

us from this table with delight, that our lives may reflect the beauty of your

love, and bear witness to all we have seen and heard, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.
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SENDING
CHARGE AND BENDICTION

P May the triune God, who has put a new song in your mouth and tuned your
heart for praise, '+ bless you now and forever. Amen.

SENDING HYMN We Are One in the Spirit GTG 300
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2 We will walk with each oth-er; we will walk hand in hand;
3 We will work with each oth-er; we will work side by side;

4 All praise to the Fa-ther, from whom all things come,
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we are one in the Spir-it; we are one in the Lord,

we will walk with each oth-er; we will walk hand in hand,
we will work with each oth-er; we will work side by side,

and all praise to Christ Je - sus, God's on - ly Son,
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love; yes, they’ll know we are Chris-tians by our love.

DISMISSAL
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L Goin peace. Do justice. Love mercy. Thanks be to God

POSTLUDE Hymn For The New Year  Ron Loree Based on Sandon by Charles H. Purday

Leading Worship: Rev. Pr. J. David Bryant, Minister; Alex Lutz, Liturgist;
Leah Metzger, Accompanist & Director

Administration-Bobby Harper, Michael McMillan
Christian Education-Martha Davis
Congregational Care-Nancy Bell
Fellowship-Juanita Ratliff
Mission/Outreach-Jamie Poppell

Worship/Music-Zachary Wiggins

Notes & Announcements

e Office Closed Mon, Jan 19th

e Mission Outreach Meeting Mon, Jan 19" at 4 pm

e Session Meeting Tue, Jan 20™ at 5:30 pm

e Ushers for January 25" : Warren Gregory, Polly Kincaid, Zack Wiggins,
Paul Wiggins, Steve Brown

o Liturgist for January 25" : Alex Lutz

e [FPC website www.firstpresperry.org

e Send prayer requests to prayer(@firstpresperry.org or contact Jeanne
Hilgendorf

* CONGREGATIONAL MEETING TO RECEIVE THE STATE OF THE CHURCH REPORT. FEB. 22ND,
IMMEDIATELY AFTER WORSHIP SERVICE.
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about:blank

P.S.

Dear People of God,

Thanks so much for your extravagant generosity
shared at Christmas. The cards, gifts, cash, tiramisu,
nuts, etc., were greatly appreciated. It’s been a long
time since I've had oranges so good that I ate the
peels. And Harriet is deeply appreciative of the extra
cash, which enables us to replace shower faucet
stems, rather than me continually tightening them
with a pair of channel locks. Know that you are
appreciated and that we love you.

God bless,

JDB+ and Harriet
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LITTLE 8 v A

Programs for 2 & 3 years olds
Tuesday through Thursday
9a.m.-12 p.m.

Biblically-based Abeka Curriculum
Fun-Filled Mornings

E NROLL  learn about J.es'u-s

+ free play activities

NOW‘ + music, art, and crafts

+ preschool readiness lessons

P littlesparks@firstpresperryorg nlih‘lesporksperrg Iiﬁlesporksperrg
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First Presbyterian Church
SUNDAY LUNCHEON
January 25, 2026

Please join us after the
Sunday Services for Potluck
Soup, Salad, and/or
Sandwiches. We will be welcoming our new
Session Elders: Dianna Sandonato, Stan
Whiddon, and Paul Wiggins, and we request
preparing and bringing "Thank You Notes" to
thank them for their willingness to serve on
the Session.
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FPC PRAYER LIST
TOGETHER, WE PRAY FOR:
HOMEBOUND
RON POPPELL, ALICE FARRELL, MARGIE RAWLS

COMMUNITY

NICOLE & ASHLEY, (STEVE BROWN, NANCY BELL, MARTHA DAVIS, CHRISTINE LUTZ )
REHAB

OTHER

POLLY KINCAID, WELCOME BACK TO CHURCH IN PERSON,; FAMILY OF MARY LOU
BENNETT; FAMILY OF JUDY NEAL; MIKE’S MOM; KEITH’S MoM; CHUCK AND
PEGGY ECKEL; ERIC RATLIFF CONTINUED HEALING; DIANNA’S GRANDSON MICHAEL.
BATTLING FOR HIS LIFE AFTER A BURST APPENDIX AND COMPLICATIONS; JEANNE,
KNEE SURGERY

SOUP MINISTRY
OUR GOVERNMENT
PRAYERS FOR UNITY

Almighty and eternal God, you give strength to the weary and new courage to
those who have lost heart. Heal the sick, comfort the dying, give safety to
travelers, free those unjustly deprived of liberty, and deliver your world from
falsehood, hunger, and disease. Hear the prayers of all who call on you in any
trouble, that they may have the joy of receiving your help in their need. We ask
this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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