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GATHERING 
P -PASTOR, L- LITURGIST, BOLD -ALL 

INTROIT 

PRAYER (TO BE PRAYED SILENTLY UPON ENTERING THE SANCTUARY) 

We pray: Eternal God, you have called us to be members of one body. 

Join us with those who in all times and places have praised your 

name, that, with one heart and mind, we may show the unity of your 

church, and bring honor to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/PASSING OF FRIENDSHIP PADS/SESSION 

SHARING/MOMENT SHARED WITH PR. RUTH ELSWOOD 

We stand. 

CALL TO WORSHIP   

L God’s greatness is beyond our understanding, yet we proclaim, “Bless the 
Lord, O my soul!” 

 God stretched the heavens across the sky; let us marvel at the stars that 
fill it. 

 God raised mountains above the depths; let us gather in wonder before 
them. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P We pray: Sovereign God, you turn your greatness into 

goodness for all the peoples on earth. Shape us into willing 

servants of your kingdom, and make us desire always and only 

your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN    Praise ye the Lord, the Almighty  P.H. 35 
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CALL TO CONFESSION 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose 

mercy endures forever. Amen. 

The proof of God’s amazing love is this: While we were sinners Christ 

died for us. Because we have faith in him, we dare to approach God with 

confidence. In faith and penitence, let us confess our sin before God 

and one another.  

(silence for reflection) 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION    

Gracious God, our sins are too heavy to carry, too real to hide, and 

too deep to undo. Forgive what our lips tremble to name, and what 

our hearts can no longer bear. Set us free from a past we cannot 

change; open to us a future in which we can be changed; and grant 

us grace to grow more and more in your likeness and image, 

through Jesus Christ, the light of the world. Amen.  

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

God promises to forgive our iniquity and to remember our sin no more. 

By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, the source 

of eternal healing, I declare the entire forgiveness of all your sin.  Amen. 
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GLORIA PATRI     Red Hymnal    #623 

 

PRAYER OF IILUMINATION 

L We pray: Lord, open your word to our hearts and minds, and open 

our hearts and minds to your word, through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

We sit. 

FIRST READING   Isaiah 53:4-12 

L 4Surely he has borne our infirmities and carried our diseases; yet we 

accounted him stricken, struck down by God, and afflicted. 5But he was 
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wounded for our transgressions, crushed for our iniquities; upon him 

was the punishment that made us whole, and by his bruises we are 

healed. 6All we like sheep have gone astray; we have all turned to our 

own way, and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 7He was 

oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; like a 

lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers 

is silent, so he did not open his mouth. 8By a perversion of justice he 

was taken away. Who could have imagined his future? For he was cut off 

from the land of the living, stricken for the transgression of my people. 

9They made his grave with the wicked and his tomb with the rich, 

although he had done no violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth. 

10Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him with pain. When you 

make his life an offering for sin, he shall see his offspring, and shall 

prolong his days; through him the will of the Lord shall prosper. 11Out 

of his anguish he shall see light; he shall find satisfaction through his 

knowledge. The righteous one, my servant, shall make many righteous, 

and he shall bear their iniquities. 

  12Therefore I will allot him a portion with the great, and he shall divide 

the spoil with the strong; because he poured out himself to death, and 

was numbered with the transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many, and 

made intercession for the transgressors.         The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

PSALM  Psalm 19:9-14 (we say responsively by whole verse) 

L 9 Because you have made the Lord your refuge, the Most High your 
dwelling-place, 

10 no evil shall befall you, no scourge come near your tent.  
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11 For he will command his angels concerning you to guard you in all 
your ways. 

12 On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash 
your foot against a stone. 

13 You will tread on the lion and the adder, the young lion and the 
serpent you will trample under foot.  

14 Those who love me, I will deliver; I will protect those who know 
my name. 

15 When they call to me, I will answer them; I will be with them in 
trouble, I will rescue them and honor them. 

16 With long life I will satisfy them, and show them my salvation. 

SECOND READING  Hebrews 5:1-10 

L 1Every high priest chosen from among mortals is put in charge of things 

pertaining to God on their behalf, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. 

2He is able to deal gently with the ignorant and wayward, since he 

himself is subject to weakness; 3and because of this he must offer 

sacrifice for his own sins as well as for those of the people. 4And one 

does not presume to take this honor, but takes it only when called by 

God, just as Aaron was. 5So also Christ did not glorify himself in 

becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the one who said to him, 

“You are my Son, today I have begotten you”;  6as he says also in 

another place,  “You are a priest forever, according to the order of 

Melchizedek.” 

  7In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with 

loud cries and tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, 
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and he was heard because of his reverent submission. 8Although he was 

a Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered; 9and having been 

made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey 

him, 10having been designated by God a high priest according to the 

order of Melchizedek.        The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

We Stand. 

GOSPEL Mark 10:35-45 

P The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark the 10th chapter: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

35James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to him and said 

to him, “Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” 

36And he said to them, “What is it you want me to do for you?” 37And 

they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your 

left, in your glory.” 38But Jesus said to them, “You do not know what 

you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or be baptized 

with the baptism that I am baptized with?” 39They replied, “We are 

able.” Then Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you will drink; and 

with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized; 40but 

to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for 

those for whom it has been prepared.” 41When the ten heard this, they 

began to be angry with James and John. 42So Jesus called them and said 

to them, “You know that among the Gentiles those whom they 

recognize as their rulers lord it over them, and their great ones are 

tyrants over them. 43But it is not so among you; but whoever wishes to 

become great among you must be your servant, 44and whoever wishes 

to be first among you must be slave of all. 45For the Son of Man came 

not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.” 
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The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

We sit. 

SERMON         “In Excellent Shape”          Rev. Pr.  J. David Bryant 

We stand. 

SERMON HYMN Will you let me be your servant           P.H. 727 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

L Let us confess the faith of our baptism, saying: I believe in God the 

Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; And in Jesus Christ 

His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell; the third day 

He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth 

on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He 

shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy 

Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the 

forgiveness of sins; the ☩ resurrection of the body; and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

We sit or stand. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

P Challenged by God’s Word in Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, 
and the whole creation. (brief silence) 

L Loving God, in Jesus Christ, you teach us to pray and to present our 
petitions to you in his name. Guide us by your Holy Spirit, that our prayers 
for others may serve your will and show your steadfast love for all. Hear us, 
O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Gracious God, you have called together a people to be the church of Jesus 
Christ. May your people be one in faith and discipleship, breaking bread 
together, and telling good news so that the world may believe you are love, 
turn to your ways, and live in the light of your truth. Hear us, O God. Your 
mercy is great. 
 
Creator God, you made all things and called them good. May your planet 
earth be held in reverence by all people. May its resources be used wisely 
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and its fragile balance between life and death respected. And may it be 
healed from the wounds brought about by storms, neglect, and abuse. Hear 
us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Nurturing God, we pray for all who are ill, all who are lonely or anxious, 
and all who grieve. Draw them close to you and soothe them with the 
promise of your enduring love. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Guiding God, we pray for teachers, professors, librarians, school 
administrators, staff, and all who support the education of young people. 
Sustain them as they shape learning communities, rooted in equity and 
authenticity. We pray for children of all ages in their learning. Hear us, O 
God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Comforting God, we remember our beloved dead, who with the great 
cloud of witnesses bear witness to your saving grace. Accompany us in our 
pilgrimage of faith, that we too place our hope and trust in you. Hear us, O 
God. Your mercy is great. 
 

P Eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth, accept the prayers of 
your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 

L As Christ has taught us, so we boldly pray: Our Father, who art in 

heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us, not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

THE PEACE 

P        The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you. 
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We sit. 

OFFERTORY & ANTHEM 

L With gladness, let us present the offering of our life and labor to the 

Lord. 

DOXOLOGY                         (Red Hymnal)    #624  

 

We stand. 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

L Blessed are you, O God, source of every gift of your creation. By these gifts 

and with our lives, help us to serve one another and all in need, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  
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SENDING HYMN Savior, like a shepherd lead us          P.H. 187 
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CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord be kind and gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen.  

POSTLUDE 
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Notes & Announcements 
 

 

The flowers are given by Nancy and Bob Bell to the Glory of God and 

in honor of their 50th Wedding Anniversary (10/19/74). 

 

 

• Congregational Care committee meeting Wednesday, October 23rd at 

4 pm 

• Ushers for October 27th: David Culpepper, Jeanne Hilgendorf, Warren 

Hilgendorf, Marilyn Culpepper 

• Liturgist for October 27th: Alex Lutz 

• FPC website www.firstpresperry.org 

• Send prayer requests to prayer@firstpresperry.org or contact Jeanne 
Hilgendorf 
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Worship/Music-Marilyn Culpepper, Zachary Wiggins 
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