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P-PASTOR, L-LITURGIST, BOLD-ALL

GATHERING

PREPARATORY PRAYER (prayed upon entering the sanctuary) Ever-calling
God, thank you for gathering us and gracing us with your faithful
presence. Grant us grace that we might increasingly bear joy and justice
into the world. Continue to gather us into Jesus’ vision, we may be one in
you. Amen.

PRELUDE

ANNOUNCEMENTS/PASSING OF FRIENDSHIP PADS/SESSION SHARING

We stand.

CALL TO WORSHIP (BASED ON PSALM 98)

L Oh, sing to the LORD a new song, for He has done marvelous things!
His right hand and His holy arm have worked salvation for Him.

The LORD has made known His salvation; He has revealed His
righteousness in the sight of the nations.

Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth, break out in singing
and raise a song!

Let the seas roar and everything in them!
Let the rivers clap their hands!

Let the hills sing for joy together before the LORD, for He comes to judge
the earth!

The LORD will judge the world with righteousness and the peoples
with equity.



GATHERING HYMN How Firm a Foundation GTG 463
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1 How firm a foun - da - tion, ye saints of the Lord,
2 “Fear not, I am with thee, O be not dis-mayed,
3 “When through the deep wa - ters [ call thee to go,
4 “When through fi - ery ti - als thy path - way shall lie,
5 “The soul that on Je - sus hath leaned for re - pose,
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is laid for your faith in God's ex - cel-lent Word!
for I am thy God, and will stll give thee aid;
the riv. - ers of sor - row shall not o - ver - flow;
my grace, all suf - fi - cient, shall be thy sup - ply;
I will not, I will not de - sert to its foes;
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What more can be said than to you God hath said,
'l strength - en thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand,
for I will be near thee, thy trou - bles to bless,
the flame  shall not hurt thee; |1 on - ly de - sign
that soul, though all  hell should en - deav - or to shake,
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to you who for ref - uge to Je - sus have fled?
up - held by my righ - teous, om - nip - o - tent hand.
and sanc - ti - fy to thee thy deep - est dis - tress.
thy dross to con-sume, and thy gold to re - fine.
In nev - er, no, nev - er, no, nev - er for - sake.”
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CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, F one God, who forgives all our sin, whose
mercy endures forever. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
(brief silence for reflection)

O Lord, you have shown us the ways of your heart, yet we stray from
your paths. We are stuck in sinful systems of oppression and do not
embrace the freedom of your faithful promises. We ignore our
neighbors. We exploit the earth. We reject your abundance, trusting our
impulses instead of your steadfast love. Repair our relationships, restore
what we have broken, renew our hearts, and bring us to new life. Amen.
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Lord, . . .. have  mer - cy:
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& Chri - ste e - le 1- son: Christ, have mer - cy.
Christ, . . .. have mer -  cy:
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A Ky-mn-e e - le - i-som Lord, have mer - cy.
Lord, . . . . have mer - cy:

P Hear the good news: God the Faithful One loves you, 7 in Christ Jesus

your sins are forgiven, and by the power of the Holy Spirit you are set free.
Amen.



GLORIA (Shared PCUSA-ELCA resource)

I
&
Glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God, glo-ry toGod in the high - est;

glo-ry to God, glo- ry to God, and peace to God’s peo- ple on earth.
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@ Lord God, heav-en - ly king, al-might-y God and Fa- ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praiseyou for your glo - ry.
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Glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God, glo-ry toGod in the high - est;
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glo-ry to God, glo - ry to God, and peace to God’s peo- ple on earth.
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glo-ry to God, glo - ry to God, and peace to God’s peo- ple on earth.
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For you a- lone are the Ho - ly One, you a- lone are the Lord,
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Glo-ry toGod, glo-ry to God, glo-ry toGod in the high - est;
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glo-ry toGod, glo- ry to God, and peace to God’s peo- ple on earth,
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and peace to God’s peo - ple on earth.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P We pray: O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without you

nothing is strong, nothing is holy. Embrace us with your mercy, that
with you as our ruler and guide, we may live through what is temporary
without losing what is eternal, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

L We pray: Holy Spirit, illumine for us this Word, that the message of
the Gospel may come to us in power. Amen.

We sit.
FIRST READING Malachi 4:1-2a
L 1 See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all

evildoers will be stubble; the day that comes shall burn them up, says
the Lord of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. 22 But



for you who revere my name the sun of righteousness shall rise, with
healing in its wings.

The Word of the L.ord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM (used as Call to Worship)
SECOND READING 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13
L ®Now we command you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord

Jesus Christ, to keep away from every brother or sister living irresponsibly
and not according to the tradition that they received from us. ’ For you
yourselves know how you ought to imitate us; we were not irresponsible
when we were with you, ® and we did not eat anyone’s bread without paying
for it, but with toil and labor we worked night and day so that we might not
burden any of you.  This was not because we do not have that right but in
order to give you an example to imitate. '’ For even when we were with
you, we gave you this command: anyone unwilling to work should not

eat. ' For we hear that some of you are living irresponsibly, mere
busybodies, not doing any work. !> Now such persons we command and
exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their
own living. '’ Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in doing what is right.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

We rise.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL Luke 21:5-19

P

We sit.

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke the 215t chapter:
Glory to you, O Lord.

>When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with
beautiful stones and gifts dedicated to God, [Jesus] said, ¢ “As for these
things that you see, the days will come when not one stone will be left upon
another; all will be thrown down.”

7'They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign
that this is about to take place?” 8 And he said, “Beware that you are not led
astray, for many will come in my name and say, ‘I am he!” and, “The time is
near!” Do not go after them.

2 “When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified, for these
things must take place first, but the end will not follow

immediately.” 10 Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation and
kingdom against kingdom; ! there will be great earthquakes and in various
places famines and plagues, and there will be dreadful portents and great
signs from heaven.

12“But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they
will hand you over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought
before kings and governors because of my name. 3 'This will give you an
opportunity to testify. 14 So make up your minds not to prepare your
defense in advance, !> for I will give you words and a wisdom that none of
your opponents will be able to withstand or contradict. 16 You will be
betrayed even by parents and siblings, by relatives and friends, and they will
put some of you to death. 7 You will be hated by all because of my

name. '8 But not a hair of your head will perish. 1 By your endurance you
will gain your souls.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S SERMON Pr. J. David Bryant



SERMON

We stand.

“Don’t sweat the small stuffl”

SERMON HYMN

My Hope is Built on Nothing Less GTG 353

Pr. J. David Bryant
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1 My hope is built on noth-ing less than Je-sus’ blood and
2 When dark-ness seems to hide his face, I rest on his un -
3 His oath, his cov - e - nant, his blood sup - port me in the
4 When he shall come with trum-pet sound, O may I then in
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THE NICENE CREED

L

Let us profess the faith, saying: We believe in one God, the Father,
the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and
unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the
Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy
Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and
the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for
the + resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

We stand.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

P

Trusting in the transformative power of God’s loving Spirit, let every
tongue give praise to God and pray for all in every danger and need.

(brief silence) For this holy gathering, and for the people of God in every
place. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For all nations, peoples, tribes, clans, and families. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

10



For the clergy, the laity, and for all who minister in Christ, and for all the
holy people of God. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For the leaders of the nations, particularly leaders in the United States,
and all in authority, for peace and justice, and for an end to war. Lord, in
your mercy, hear our prayer.

For travelers, for the sick, the refugees, and the suffering, for the hungry
and the oppressed, for those in prison and for their victims, for the
dying, for those on our prayer list and those we name before you now.
(pause) Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For abundant fruits of the earth, and for safety from violent storms and
wildfires; for doctors, nurses, and hospital statf, and for all aid workers.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For our city and those who live in it, and for our families, companions,
and all those we love. Lotd, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For those who rest in Christ, and for all the beloved who rest in your
mercy. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

P Almighty God, through the Lordship of your Son, Jesus Christ, the
powers and dominions of the world obtain their purpose, and creation
finds its meaning. Reveal to the world the gracious rule of Christ, end all
enmity among the nations, and bring us soon to his glorious, peaceable
kingdom; through Christ who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.

THE PEACE

L The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you.
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INTERLUDE

EUCHARIST
We sit.
OFFERTORY
OFFERTORY ANTHEM
L Freely you have received, freely give. Let us return to God the offerings
of our life and the gifts of the earth.
We stand.
DOXOLOGY
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
L Blessed are you, O God, source of every gift of your creation. By these

gifts and with our lives, help us to serve one another and all in need,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

12



INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE

P Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. Come to this meal of mercy.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
P The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is our duty and delight that we should everywhere and always offer thanks
and praise to you, O God, through Jesus who calls us to follow his way of
humble service and love, and so with the church on earth, all creation, and the
host of heaven, we praise your name, and join their unending hymn:
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You are indeed holy, gracious and merciful God; everything is filled with
your glory. We give you thanks for your promise and presence, which have
sustained the faithful in this and every generation. Above all, we give you
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thanks for Jesus, born of Mary, who in word and deed announced your
gentle rule of justice, reconciliation and peace.

On the night of bis betrayal our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks; broke it and gave
it to bis disciples saying: “Take and eat; this is my body given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”

After supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying: “This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all the people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”

Remembering his command to love one another, his life and death, his
resurrection and his ascension, we pray for his coming again, even as we
proclaim:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Send now, we pray your Holy Spirit, that this bread and wine might be for

us, the *F Body and Blood of your Son, our Savior, Jesus the Christ; and
grant that by this token of your love, the fullness of all your promises may
come to us and your whole creation. This we pray through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and our friend. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER (SUNG TO THE HAAS TUNE)

P

As Jesus has taught us, make us bold to call, you Father, as we pray:
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BREAKING OF THE BREAD

P The gifts of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

We sit.
LAMB OF GOD
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sin of the world; grant wus peace, grant us peace.

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
P Come for all is now ready.

Gluten-free options are available. Please ask Pr. Bryant as you approach the chancel.
COMMUNION SOLO

We stand.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

L We pray: Give ear, O God, to those whom you have nourished with this
holy food: and as by the cross of your Son you have restored us to life,
bring us we pray, to the glory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns

for ever and ever. Amen.

SENDING
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

P The blessing of the *F holy, triune God, who was and is and is to
come—first and last, beginning and end, Alpha and Omega— be with
you now and always. Amen!

16



SENDING HYMN

Soon and Very Soon GTG 384
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1 Soon and ver -y soon we are going to see the King.

2 No more cry-ing there: we are going to see the King.

3 No more dy-ing there: we are going to see the King.

4 Soon and ver -y soon we are going to see the King.

. o » ~ e P o o . e
S o —— " I —— i ——
J h ed | [ | ] 1 || | I ] | | PN
"ﬂ! 1 ! | | | \! y ! o | ]
[o) . , . | | | A
P~ Al | | I — | | | 1 JAY | I‘! ¥ }

Soon and ver - y soon we are going to see the King.
No more cry - ing there: we are going to see the King.
No more dy - ing there: we are going to see the King.
Soon and ver - y soon we are going to see the King.
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Soon and ver - y soon we are going to see the King.
No more cry - ing there: we are going to see the King.
No more dy - ing there: we are going to see the King.
Soon and ver - y soon we are going to see the King.
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DISMISSAL

L Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

LEADING WORSHIP: REV. PR. J. DAVID BRYANT, MINISTER; ZACH WIGGINS,
LITURGIST; AIMEE ROBERTS, ACCOMPANIST

Administration-Bobby Harper, Michael McMillan
Christian Education-Martha Davis
Congregational Care-Nancy Bell
Fellowship—Juanita Ratliff
Mission/Outreach-Jamie Poppell

Worship/Music-Zachary Wiggins
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Notes & Announcements

Session meeting Tues. Nov. 18" at 5:30 pm

Mission Outreach meeting Tues. Nov. 19" at 4 pm
Christmas Tree Decoration Sun. Nov. 23" at 4 pm

Ushers for November 23rd: Bobby Harper, Martha Davis, Mike
Perrine, Marcy Fletcher, Robin Walker

Liturgist for November 23rd: Sandi Hilgendorf

FPC website www. firstpresperry.org

Send prayer requests to prayer@firstpresperry.org or contact Jeanne
Hilgendorf

Advent lessons begin Nov. 30, 9:30, for adult Sunday School

During the season of Advent, Sunday School classes for adults will be led by
Susan

Lincoln, featuring the insights of J. Ellsworth Kalas’ “Christmas from the
Back Side.”

The Advent poems of Ann Weems will also be incorporated.

Please join the group in the fellowship hall at 9:30 a.m. beginning Sunday,
Nov. 30, and

continuing through Dec. 21.
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about:blank
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FPC PRAYER LIST
TOGETHER WE PRAY FOR:

SHUTINS

PoLLY KINCAID, WELCOME BACK TO CHURCH IN PERSON
RON POPPELL

ALICE FARRELL
MARY [.OU BENNETT
MARGIE RAWLS
COMMUNITY
NICOLE & ASHLEY
REHAB

STEVE BROWN
NANCY BELL
MARTHA DAVIS

CHRISTINE L.UTZ

OTHER

FAamiy oF JuDy NEAL
MIKE'S Mom

ERIC RATLIFF

KEerrH's Mom

Soup MINISTRY
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OUR GOVERNMENT

PRAYERS FOR UNITY

CHUCK AND PEGGY ECKEL

ERIC RATLIFF CONTINUED HEALING

DIANNA'S GRANDSON MICHAEL. BATTILING FOR HIS I.IFE AFTER A BURST
APPENDIX AND COMPLICATIONS.

]EANNE, KNEE SURGERY
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