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P-PASTOR, L-LITURGIST, BOLD-ALL 

GATHERING 

PREPARATORY PRAYER (prayed upon entering the sanctuary) Holy God, we 
praise you. Keep us watchful for Christ’s coming, enliven our hope, and support 
us through the birth pangs of your new creation, that we may welcome you with 
songs of praise. Amen. 

PRELUDE      "I Sing Praises" Terry Macalman 

 

INTROIT             "How Shall I Sing That Majesty" 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/PASSING OF FRIENDSHIP PADS/SESSION SHARING 

We stand. 

CALL TO WORSHIP    

L Be still! We come to quiet ourselves in this haven of holiness. 

Be still and know . . . we come to discern the Word which can set us free. 

Be still and know that God is … our Hope, our Help, our Refuge, and our 

Redeemer.  

GATHERING HYMN     Jesus Shall Reign, Where’er the Sun GTG 265 
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CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

P  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose 

mercy endures forever. Amen. 

 Let us confess our sin before God and one another.  

(brief silence for reflection) 
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 O Lord, you have shown us the ways of your heart, yet we stray from 

your paths. We are stuck in sinful systems of oppression and do not 

embrace the freedom of your faithful promises. We ignore our 

neighbors. We exploit the earth. We reject your abundance, trusting 

our impulses instead of your steadfast love. Repair our relationships, 

restore what we have broken, renew our hearts, and bring us to new 

life. Amen. 

KYRIE          

 

P By grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; 
it is the gift of God. I declare to you, in the name of (+) Jesus Christ, we are 
forgiven! Amen. 

GLORIA               (Shared PCUSA-ELCA resource) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P  We pray:  O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know 
you is unending joy. We worship you, we glorify you, we give thanks to 
you for your great glory. Abide with us, reign in us, and make this world 
into a fit habitation for your divine majesty, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 

WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

L  We pray: Holy Spirit, illumine for us this Word, that the message of 
the Gospel may come to us in power. Amen. 

We sit. 
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FIRST READING   Jeremiah 23:1-6 

L 1 Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! 

says the Lord. 2 Therefore thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, concerning 

the shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my 

flock and have driven them away, and you have not attended to them. So I 

will attend to you for your evil doings, says the Lord. 3 Then I myself will 

gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where I have driven 

them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and 

multiply. 4 I will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and 

they shall no longer fear or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says 

the Lord. 

 
5 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David 

a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely and shall 

execute justice and righteousness in the land. 6 In his days Judah will be 

saved, and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be 

called: “The Lord is our righteousness.” 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

PSALM    (used as Call to Worship) 

SECOND READING  Colossians 1:11-20 

L 11 May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his 

glorious power, so that you may have all endurance and patience, 

joyfully 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the 

inheritance of the saints in the light. 13 He has rescued us from the power 

of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in 

whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
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15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation, 16 for in 

him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and 

invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things 

have been created through him and for him. 17 He himself is before all 

things, and in him all things hold together. 18 He is the head of the body, 

the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he 

might come to have first place in everything. 19 For in him all the fullness of 

God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him God was pleased to reconcile 

to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace 

through the blood of his cross. 

 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

We rise. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

GOSPEL Luke 23:33-43 

P The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke the 23rd chapter: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
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33 When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus 

there with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34 [[Then Jesus 

said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.”]] And 

they cast lots to divide his clothing. 35 And the people stood by watching, but 

the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself if he 

is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!” 36 The soldiers also mocked him, 

coming up and offering him sour wine 37 and saying, “If you are the King of 

the Jews, save yourself!” 38 There was also an inscription over him, “This is the 

King of the Jews.” 

39 One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, 

“Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 40 But the other rebuked 

him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of 

condemnation? 41 And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are 

getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing 

wrong.” 42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come in your 

kingdom.” 43 He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in 

paradise.”  

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

We sit. 

CHILDREN’S SERMON      Pr. J. David Bryant 

SERMON               “Mercy”                  Pr. J. David Bryant 

We rise. 

SERMON HYMN         Lift High the Cross   GTG 826 
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THE NICENE CREED 

L Let us profess the faith, saying: We believe in one God, the Father, 

the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 

unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
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eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the 

Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our 

salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 

Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake 

he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 

buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 

of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and 

the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 

the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 

prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We 

acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for 

the ☩ resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 

Amen. 

We stand. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

P  Trusting in the transformative power of God’s loving Spirit, let every 

tongue give praise to God and pray for all in every danger and need. 

L  (brief silence) We pray for the church in the world, its leaders, and its mission to 
share the good news of healing and restoration. Inspire us to embody the 
beloved community in ways that faithfully witness to the Holy Spirit. Hear us, 
O God. Your mercy is great. 

We pray for the trembling mountains and glad streams of creation. Preserve 
and renew your coastlines, deep seas, forests, and grasslands. Guide all who 
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tend flocks or care for creatures of all kinds. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is 
great. 
We pray for leaders and advocates in government, civic life, and public safety. 
Support equity across the globe, and heal division with accountability and 
truth. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 
We pray for any who are hungry, living in poverty or desperation, weary in 
body or spirit, or sick, especially those on our prayer list and those we name 
before you now. (pause) Comfort all in need of your tender care. Hear us, O 
God. Your mercy is great. 

 
We pray for this part of the body of Christ gathered around word and 
sacrament. Bring us into authentic community where all ages are valued and 
experience God’s faithfulness together. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is 
great. 

 
We give thanks for all who have died in faith. May we remember them 
faithfully until we are gathered with you in the paradise you promise. Hear us, 
O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

P  Almighty God, through the Lordship of your Son, Jesus Christ, the 

powers and dominions of the world obtain their purpose, and creation 

finds its meaning. Reveal to the world the gracious rule of Christ, end all 

enmity among the nations, and bring us soon to his glorious, peaceable 

kingdom; through Christ who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.  

THE PEACE 

P        The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you. 

INTERLUDE 

EUCHARIST 

We sit. 
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OFFERTORY  

OFFERTORY ANTHEM    "Christ For The World We Sing" 

L Freely you have received, freely give. Let us return to God the offerings 

of our life and the gifts of the earth. 

We stand. 

DOXOLOGY                  

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

L Blessed are you, O God, source of every gift of your creation. By these 

gifts and with our lives, help us to serve one another and all in need, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  
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INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE 

P  There is a place for you at the table of God. Come, receive the food that 
does not perish, a taste of life eternal. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P  The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

  Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks 
and praise. 

 It is our duty and delight that we should everywhere and always offer 
thanks and praise to you, O God, through Jesus who calls us to follow his 
way of humble service and love, and so with church on earth, all creation 
and the host of heaven we praise your name, and join their unending hymn: 

 

 
 



15 
 

You are indeed holy, gracious and merciful God; everything is filled with your 
glory. We give you thanks for your promise and presence, which have sustained 
the faithful in this and every generation. Above all, we give you thanks for Jesus,  
 
born of Mary, who in word and deed announced your gentle rule of justice, 
reconciliation and peace. 

 
On the night of his betrayal our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks; broke 
it and gave it to his disciples saying: “Take and eat; this is my body given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 
After supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying: 
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all the people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 
Remembering his command, to love one another, his life and death, his 
resurrection and his ascension, we pray for his coming again, even as we 
proclaim: 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

Send now, we pray your Holy Spirit, that this bread and wine might be for us, 

the ☩ Body and Blood of your Son, our Savior, Jesus the Christ; and grant that 

by this token of your love, the fullness of all your promises may come to us 

and your whole creation. This we pray through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

our friend. Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER                                    (SUNG TO THE HAAS TUNE) 

As Jesus has taught us, make us bold to call, you Father, as we pray: 
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BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

P   The gifts of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.  
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We sit. 

LAMB OF GOD 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION  

P    Come for all is now ready. 

Gluten-free options are available. Please ask Pr. Bryant as you approach the chancel. 

Communion solo      "Your Great Name” by Natalie Grant 

 

We stand. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

L  We pray: Give ear, O God, to those whom you have nourished with this 

holy food: and as by the cross of your Son you have restored us to lìfe, 

bring us we pray, to the glory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns 

for ever and ever. Amen. 
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SENDING 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

P The blessing of the ☩ holy, triune God, who was and is and is to 

come—first and last, beginning and end, Alpha and Omega— be with 

you now and always. Amen! 

SENDING HYMN Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending  GTG 348 
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DISMISSAL 

L Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

 

 

POSTLUDE    "Lord I Lift Your Name On High" By Rick FoundsArr. By Mark Hayes
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 LEADING WORSHIP: REV. PR.  J. DAVID BRYANT, MINISTER; SANDI 

HILGENDORF, LITURGIST; LEAH METZGER, DIRECTOR AND ACCOMPANIST 

 

 

 

   Notes & Announcements 

Our Lead Presbyter, the Rev. Dr. David Rollins, will be with us Sunday, 12/21. He 

will be preaching during worship and will join us for our Christmas Cantata. Let us 

get to know him and give him a warm FPC welcome.  

• Christmas Tree Decoration Sun. Nov. 23rd at 4 pm 

• Office Closed Thu & Fri. Nov 27th and 28th 

• Holden Evening Prayer on Sun. Nov. 30th at 6 pm  

• Ushers for November 30th: Bobby Harper, Martha Davis, Mike Perrine, 

Marcy Fletcher, Robin Walker 

• Liturgist for November 30th: Alex Lutz 

• FPC website www.firstpresperry.org 

• Send prayer requests to prayer@firstpresperry.org or contact Jeanne 
Hilgendorf 

 

about:blank
about:blank
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     Advent lessons begin Nov. 30, 9:30, for adult Sunday School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

During the season of Advent, Sunday School classes for adults will be led by 

Susan Lincoln, featuring the insights of J. Ellsworth Kalas’ “Christmas from the 

Back Side.” 

The Advent poems of Ann Weems will also be incorporated. 

Please join the group in the fellowship hall at 9:30 a.m. beginning Sunday, Nov. 

30, and continuing through Dec. 21. 
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FPC PRAYER LIST 

TOGETHER WE PRAY FOR: 

SHUTINS 

POLLY KINCAID, WELCOME BACK TO CHURCH IN PERSON 

RON POPPELL 

ALICE FARRELL 

MARY LOU BENNETT 

MARGIE RAWLS 

COMMUNITY 

NICOLE & ASHLEY 

REHAB 

STEVE BROWN 

NANCY BELL 

MARTHA DAVIS 

CHRISTINE LUTZ  

 

OTHER 

FAMILY OF JUDY NEAL 

MIKE'S MOM 

ERIC RATLIFF 

KEITH'S MOM 

SOUP MINISTRY 
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OUR GOVERNMENT 

PRAYERS FOR UNITY  

CHUCK AND PEGGY ECKEL 

ERIC RATLIFF CONTINUED HEALING 

DIANNA'S GRANDSON MICHAEL. BATTLING FOR HIS LIFE AFTER A BURST 

APPENDIX AND COMPLICATIONS. 

JEANNE, KNEE SURGERY 


