ADVENT 1C
November 30, 2025

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
PERRY, FL



P-INTERN JAMIE, L-LITURGIST, BOLD-ALL

GATHERING

PRAYER (prayed silently upon entry to the sanctuary) Eternal God, you have
called us to be members of one body. Join us with those who in all times and
places have praised your name, that, with one heart and mind, we may show
the unity of your church, and bring honor to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
Amen.

PRELUDE This is My Father’s World

INTROIT Know That God Is Good

ANNOUNCEMENTS,/ FRIENDSHIP PADS/SESSION SHARING

We stand.
CALL TO WORSHIP (based on PSAIM 122)
L I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go into the house of the Lord.”

Friends, we gather to celebrate that joy — the joy of coming together in God’s
presence, of being part of his city, his people.

Our feet stand within the gates of the Lord’s house. We come with
gratitude, we come with hope.

Jerusalem is built as a city joined together — a picture of unity, of a people
bound in faith. We seek together to worship, to praise, to draw near to God.

We pray for peace, for mutual flourishing, for the well-being of all God’s
people. May God’s peace dwell within us and among us.

Because of the Lord our God, we will seek what is good. Let us worship the
Lord with glad hearts.

Let us worship God together.



GATHERING HYMN SAVIOR OF THE NATIONS, COME! GTG 102
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CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy

endures forever.

(brief silence for reflection)



P

Loving God, Faithful God, you have shown us the ways of your heart, yet
we stray from your paths. We are stuck in sinful systems of oppression
and do not embrace the freedom of your faithful promises. We ignore
our neighbors. We exploit the earth. We reject your abundance, trusting
our impulses instead of your steadfast love. Repair our relationships,
restore what we have broken, renew our hearts, and bring us to new life.
Amen.
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Lord, . . .. have mer - cy:

God the Faithful One loves you, " in Christ Jesus your sins are forgiven, and
by the power of the Holy Spirit you are set free. Amen.

GLORIA (Omitted in Adpent)

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P

We pray: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful
protection save us from the threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our
walk in the way of your salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.



CANDLE-LIGHTING LITANY & HYMN

L God our life and our breath. We witness your coming in the humility of
service, and in the poor and marginalized.

(the candle is lit as we sing v. 1 &* 2 of O Come, O Come Enpmanuel)
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PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION

L We pray: Gracious God, by the power of your Holy Spirit, open our
hearts and minds to your word. Silence in us any voice but your own,
that in hearing your Scriptures read and proclaimed, we may encounter
the living Word—Jesus Christ. Shape us by your truth, renew us by your
grace, and send us out to live as faithful witnesses to your love and
mercy in the world. Through Christ our Lord we pray, Amen.



We sit.

FIRST READING Isaiah 2:1-5

L

1 The word that Isaiah, son of Amoz, saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
21In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the
highest of the mountains and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations
shall stream to it.

3 Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of
the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob, that he may teach us his ways and
that we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth instruction and
the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 4 He shall judge between the nations
and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into
plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword
against nation; neither shall they learn war any more. 5 O house of Jacob,
come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM (used as Call to Worship)

SECOND READING Romans 13:11-14

L

11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you
to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became
believers; 12 the night is far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the
works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13 let us walk decently as in
the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness,
not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and
make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

We stand.



GOSPEL Matthew 24:36-44

P

We sit.

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew the 24t chapter:
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples,] 36 “About that day and hour no one knows,
neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37 For as the
days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For as in the
days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in
marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39 and they knew nothing until
the flood came and swept them all away, so, too, will be the coming of the
Son of Man. 40 Then two will be in the field; one will be taken, and one will
be left. 41 Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken, and
one will be left.

42 Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is
coming. 43 But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what
part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would
not have let his house be broken into. 44 Therefore, you also must be ready,
for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S SERMON INTERN JAMIE POPPELL

SERMON INTERN JAMIE POPPELL



We rise.
SERMON HYMN O, LORD,HOW SHALLIMEET YOU GTG 104
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THE APOSTLE’S CREED

L

Together with the whole church in Christ Jesus, let us confess our faith.

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; And
in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell; the third day He
rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to
judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy
catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

We stand.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

P

In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your
promise to renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation.

(brief silence) God our Redeemer, bless your church universal and its leaders. Set
all hearts on you from generation to generation in anticipation of Christ’s
return. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of the people, we come seeking wisdom and instruction. Uphold and
strengthen lay leaders, teachers, deacons, pastors, and bishops. Teach us your
ways and lead us in your paths. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of the earth, we seek your goodness in the grandeur of creation.
Empower us to care for forests and oceans, as we see you in the world around
us. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of the nations, grant wisdom to leaders, judges, and mediators. Cast out
words of hate and transform them into words for building up community.
Remake implements of war to sow peace. God of grace, hear our prayer.



God of healing, bring comfort and strength. We pray for our kindred and
companions who are ill or despairing, especially those on our prayer list and
those we name before you now (pause). Surround all with care and consolation.
God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of new possibilities, when addiction wounds, jealousy tears down, and
relationships fray, show us how to journey with one another. Nurture
therapists, counselors, and sponsors in their care for others. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

God of all time, build up our lives that we would reflect your grace. At the
last, bring us with all the saints (especially) to your holy city where peace and
goodness make a home. God of grace, hear our prayer.

P God of yesterday, today, and tomorrow, God of the beginning and the end
times: As we begin this journey through Advent and start a new year in our
Christian story, we remember that your time is different from our time. We
must stay awake and pay attention because your peace is not our peace, and
your ways are not our ways. We do not know the hour or the day when you
are coming, but we know that we must be watchful for all the ways you will
appear. Even as we remember this beginning, we know that you will be with

us to the end. With hope, peace, joy, and love we pray. Amen.
SHARING OF THE PEACE

L The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

INTERLUDE

We sit.
OFFERTORY

L We are called to love one another as God loves us—all of us. Those who are
nothing like us, those who live somewhere else, those who are undeserving in
our eyes. Let us give freely as God freely gives to us.
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OFFERTORY ANTHEM  Shout To The Lord

Txct and music: Darlene Zschech
Choral setting: Jack Schrader

We stand.
DOXOLOGY
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We stand.
OFFERTORY PRAYER
L We pray: Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have

given to us. Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on
you, who richly provides for us. Multiply what we have gathered to bless all

who are suffering and in need, through Jesus

LORD’S PRAYER

P As Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray:

11

Christ our Lord. Amen.

(SUNG TO THE HAAS TUNE)
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SENDING

CHARGE AND BENDICTION

p

The blessing of the " triune God be with us now and always. Amen.
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SENDING HYMN MY LORD, WHAT A MORNING! GTG 352
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DISMISSAL

L Goin peace. Sharing God’s grace. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE O God, Our Help In Ages Past — text. William Croft Arr. Cindy Berry

Leading Worship: Rev. Pr. J. David Bryant, Minister; Alex Lutz, Liturgist;
Leah Metzger, Accompanist & Director

Administration-Bobby Harper, Michael McMillan
Christian Education-Martha Davis
Congregational Care-Nancy Bell
Fellowship-Juanita Ratliff
Mission/Outreach-Jamie Poppell

Worship/Music-Zachary Wiggins
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Notes & Announcements

FLOWERS are given by Warren and Cheryl Gregory in honor of
this loving church family.

Our Lead Presbyter, the Rev. Dr. David Rollins, will be with us Sunday, 12/21. He
will be preaching during worship and will join us for our Christmas Cantata. Let us

get to know him and give him a warm FPC welcome.

o Fellowship Meeting Tue, Nov 2" at 5 pm
e Worship Meeting Tue, Nov 2" at 6 pm
¢ Advent Evening Prayer Sun, Nov 7" at 6 pm

e Ushers for December 7th: Warren Gregory, Polly Kincaid, Zack
Wiggins, Paul Wiggins, and Steve Brown

e Liturgist for December 7" : Steve Brown

e [FPC website www.firstpresperry.org

e Send prayer requests to praver@firstpresperty.org or contact Jeanne
Hilgendorf
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Advent lessons begin Nov. 30, 9:30, for adult Sunday School

During the season of Advent, Sunday School classes for adults will be led by
Susan Lincoln, featuring the insights of J. Ellsworth Kalas’ “Christmas from
the Back Side.”

The Advent poems of Ann Weems will also be incorporated.

Please join the group in the fellowship hall at 9:30 a.m. beginning Sunday,
Nov. 30, and continuing through Dec. 21.
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FPC PRAYER LIST
TOGETHER WE PRAY FOR:
SHUTINS

PoOLLY KINCAID, WELCOME BACK TO CHURCH IN PERSON
RON POPPELL

ALICE FARRELL

MARY LOU BENNETT
MARGIE RAWLS
COMMUNITY

NICOLE & ASHLEY
REHAB

STEVE BROWN

NANCY BELL

MARTHA DAVIS
CHRISTINE LUTZ

OTHER

FaMmiLy OF JUDY NEAL
MIKE'S Mom

ERIC RATLIFF

KEITH'S MOM

Soup MINISTRY

OUR GOVERNMENT
PRAYERS FOR UNITY
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CHUCK AND PEGGY ECKEL
ERIC RATLIFF CONTINUED HEALING

DIANNA'S GRANDSON MICHAEL. BATTLING FOR HIS LIFE AFTER A BURST APPENDIX
AND COMPLICATIONS.

JEANNE, KNEE SURGERY
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