
 

ADVENT 2A 
December 7, 2025 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

PERRY, FL 
 



2 
 

P-PASTOR, L-LITURGIST, BOLD-ALL 

GATHERING 

PREPARATORY PRAYER (prayed upon entering the sanctuary) Holy God, we 
praise you. Keep us watchful for Christ’s coming, enliven our hope, and 
support us through the birth pangs of your new creation, that we may 
welcome you with songs of praise. Amen. 

PRELUDE   "Lo, How A Rose E'er Booming" Geistliche Kirchengesang Arr. By Fred Bock   

 

INTROIT   "Come Thou Long Expected Jesus" 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/PASSING OF FRIENDSHIP PADS/SESSION SHARING 

We stand. 

CALL TO WORSHIP             (BASED ON PSALM 72) 

L  O God, our Guide and Helper, we come to worship you! You stay beside 

us as we journey through life. O God our Just and Holy One, we 

come to thank you! You lead us in your path of justice and peace. 

O God, our Trustworthy Leader, we come to praise you! We know we can 
always rely on your promises. O God, we gather to worship, praise, 
and thank you. Amen.   

 

GATHERING HYMN     I Greet Thee, Who My Redeemer Art  GTG 624 
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CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

P  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose home 

is heaven and earth, whose salvation is sure. Amen. 

 Let us confess our sin before God and one another.  (brief silence for reflection) 

Long-expected God, you come in power to rule all nations. We confess 
we haven’t expected your kingdom, living casually, ignoring your 
judgment. We accept lies, exploit others, harm the earth, and refuse 
your justice and peace. Forgive us in your mercy. Grant wisdom to 
welcome your way and seek enduring things when Christ judges the 
world. Amen. 
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KYRIE          

 

P God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God’s own 
righteousness. ☩ You are freed and forgiven, saved by grace, and ready to 
welcome the Savior. Amen. 

GLORIA               (omitted in Advent) 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P  We pray:  Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only 
Son. By his coming, nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

CANDLE-LIGHTING LITANY & HYMN 

L   God our life and our breath. We witness your coming in the humility of 

service, and in the poor and marginalized.  

(the candle is lit as we sing v. 1 & 4 of O Come, O Come Emmanuel) 
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WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

L  We pray: Holy Spirit, illumine for us this Word, that the message of 
the Gospel may come to us in power. Amen. 

We sit. 

FIRST READING   Isaiah 11:1-10 

L 1 A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow 

out of his roots. 2 The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of 

wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of 

knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 3 His delight shall be in the fear of 

the Lord. 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see or decide by what his ears hear, 
4 but with righteousness he shall judge for the poor and decide with equity 
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for the oppressed of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his 

mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
5 Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist and faithfulness the belt 

around his loins. 
6 The wolf shall live with the lamb; the leopard shall lie down with the kid; 

the calf and the lion will feed together, and a little child shall lead them. 
7 The cow and the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and 

the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8 The nursing child shall play over the 

hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 
9 They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will 

be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. 10 On that 

day, the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall 

inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

PSALM    (used as Call to Worship) 

SECOND READING  Romans 15:4-13 

L 4 Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so 

that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might 

have hope. 5 May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to 

live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6 so that 

together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 
7 Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the 

glory of God. 8 For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the 

circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm 

the promises given to the ancestors 9 and that the gentiles might glorify 

God for his mercy. As it is written, 

“Therefore I will confess you among the gentiles, and sing praises to your 
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name”; 10 and again he says, “Rejoice, O gentiles, with his people”; 
11 and again, “Praise the Lord, all you gentiles, and let all the peoples praise 

him”; 12 and again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse shall come, the one who 

rises to rule the gentiles; in him the gentiles shall hope.” 
13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that 

you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  

 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

We rise. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

GOSPEL Matthew 3:1-12 

P The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew, the 3rd chapter: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

1 In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 

proclaiming, 2 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This 

is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the 

Lord; make his paths straight.’ ” 
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4 Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his 

waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then Jerusalem and all 

Judea and all the region around the Jordan were going out to him, 6 and 

they were baptized by him in the River Jordan, confessing their sins. 
7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his 

baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee 

from the coming wrath? 8 Therefore, bear fruit worthy of repentance, 9 and 

do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor,’ 

for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to 

Abraham. 10 Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; therefore 

every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into 

the fire. 
11 “I baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is coming 

after me is more powerful than I, and I am not worthy to carry his sandals. 

He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is 

in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat 

into the granary, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”  

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

We sit. 

CHILDREN’S SERMON      Pr. J. David Bryant 

SERMON              “Content or Repent”             Pr. J. David Bryant 

We rise. 

SERMON HYMN         Christ is Coming    GTG 360 
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THE NICENE CREED 

L Let us profess the faith, saying: We believe in one God, the Father, the 

Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
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begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 

from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he 

came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the 

virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified 

under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third 

day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 

again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 

have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 

Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 

prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We 

acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 

☩ resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

We stand. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

P  In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting 

your promise to renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation. 

L  (brief silence) We pray for the church in the world, its leaders, and its mission 
to share the good news of healing and restoration. Inspire us to embody 
the beloved community in ways that faithfully witness to the Holy Spirit. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

We pray for the trembling mountains and glad streams of creation. 
Preserve and renew your coastlines, deep seas, forests, and grasslands. 
Guide all who tend flocks or care for creatures of all kinds. Hear us, O 
God. Your mercy is great. 
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We pray for leaders and advocates in government, civic life, and public 
safety. Support equity across the globe and heal division with accountability 
and truth. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 
We pray for any who are hungry, living in poverty or desperation, weary in 
body or spirit, or sick, especially those on our prayer list and those we name 
before you now. (pause) Comfort all in need of your tender care. Hear us, O 
God. Your mercy is great. 

 
We pray for this part of the body of Christ gathered around word and 
sacrament. Bring us into authentic community where all ages are valued and 
experience God’s faithfulness together. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is 
great. 

 
We give thanks for all who have died in faith. May we remember them 
faithfully until we are gathered with you in the paradise you promise. Hear 
us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

P  God of grace, ever faithful to your promises, the earth rejoices in hope of 
the Savior’s coming and looks forward with longing to his return at the end 
of time. Prepare our hearts to receive him when he comes, for he is Lord 
forever and ever. Amen.  

THE PEACE 

P        The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you. 

INTERLUDE 

EUCHARIST 

We sit. 

OFFERTORY 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM  "Will We Know Him?" Words and music by Don Besig by Nancy Price 
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L Night turns to dawn, war to peace, death to life; God is doing a new 

thing within and around us, making all things new through continuous 

generosity. We are called to give our time, talent, and treasure to this 

divine renewal. 

We stand. 

DOXOLOGY                  

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

L Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert. 

Through this meal, satisfy our parched places, that we may rejoice and be 

for the world signs of your kingdom come. Amen.  

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE 

L  The Lord Jesus invites everyone who loves him to come to his table and 
share in this joyful feast. At this feast lies the root of our happiness, at this 
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feast shines the glory of the heavens above, and at this feast Christ comes, 
the King of greatness. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P  The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

  Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks 
and praise. 

 It is our duty and delight that we should everywhere and always offer 
thanks and praise to you, O God, because you sent your beloved Son to 
redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting 
life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the 
world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. And 
so with church on earth, all creation and the host of heaven we praise your 
name, and join their unending hymn: 

 

You are indeed holy, gracious and merciful God; everything is filled with your 
glory. We give you thanks for your promise and presence, which have sustained 
the faithful in this and every generation. Above all, we give you thanks for Jesus, 
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born of Mary, who in word and deed announced your gentle rule of justice, 
reconciliation and peace. 

 
On the night of his betrayal our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks; broke 
it and gave it to his disciples saying: “Take and eat; this is my body given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 
After supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying: 
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all the people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 
Remembering his command, to love one another, his life and death, his 
resurrection and his ascension, we pray for his coming again, even as we 
proclaim: 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

Send now, we pray your Holy Spirit, that this bread and wine might be for us, 

the ☩ Body and Blood of your Son, our Savior, Jesus the Christ; and grant that 

by this token of your love, the fullness of all your promises may come to us 

and your whole creation. This we pray through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

our friend. Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER                                    (SUNG TO THE HAAS TUNE) 

As Jesus has taught us, make us bold to call, you Father, as we pray: 
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BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

P   The gifts of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.  

We sit. 

LAMB OF GOD 
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DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION  

P    Here is life. God is with us. Come, receive what God has promised. 

Gluten-free options are available. Please ask Pr. Bryant as you approach the chancel. 

COMMUNION SOLO     "Advent Hymn" By Christy Nockels  

We stand. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

L  We pray: God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. 

Send us forth, eager to share the feast, welcome the stranger, and bear good 

fruit in the name of Jesus. Amen. 

SENDING 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

P May God who comes among us, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, grant you 

patience in waiting, peace in the darkness, and good news to share today 

and always. Amen! 

SENDING HYMN  Wild and Lone Prophet’s Voice   GTG 163 
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DISMISSAL 

L Go in peace. Keep awake. Thanks be to God! 

 

POSTLUDE   "There's A Song In The Air"  Karl P. Harrington Arr. By Fred Bock 
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Leading Worship: Rev. Pr.  J. David Bryant, Minister; Steve Brown, Liturgist; 

Leah Metzger, Accompanist & Director 

 

 

 

 

Notes & Announcement 

 Our Lead Presbyter, the Rev. Dr. David Rollins, will be with us Sunday, 12/21. He 

will be preaching during worship and will join us for our Christmas Cantata. Let us 

get to know him and give him a warm FPC welcome.  

• Holden Evening Prayer Sun, Dec 7th at 6 pm 

• Administration Meeting Tue, Dec 9th at 4 pm 

•  Mission Outreach Meeting Wed, Dec 10th at 4 pm 

•  Cong. Care Meeting Wed, Dec 10th at 4 pm 

• Christian Ed Meeting Thu, Dec 11th at 10 am 

• Finance Meeting Thu, Dec 11th at 11 am 

• Christmas Caroling and Wassail Party Sat, Dec 13th at 4:30 pm 

• Ushers for December 14th: Warren Gregory, Polly Kincaid, Zack 

Wiggins, Paul Wiggins, and Steve Brown  

• Liturgist for December 14th: Jamie Poppell 

• FPC website www.firstpresperry.org 

• Send prayer requests to prayer@firstpresperry.org or contact Jeanne 
Hilgendorf 

 

about:blank
about:blank


19 
 

FPC PRAYER LIST 

TOGETHER, WE PRAY FOR: 

HOMEBOUND 

RON POPPELL, ALICE FARRELL, MARGIE RAWLS 

 

COMMUNITY 

NICOLE & ASHLEY, (STEVE BROWN, NANCY BELL, MARTHA DAVIS, CHRISTINE 

LUTZ ) REHAB 

OTHER 

POLLY KINCAID, WELCOME BACK TO CHURCH IN PERSON; FAMILY OF MARY LOU 

BENNETT; FAMILY OF JUDY NEAL; MIKE’S MOM; KEITH’S MOM; CHUCK AND 

PEGGY ECKEL; ERIC RATLIFF CONTINUED HEALING; DIANNA’S GRANDSON 

MICHAEL. BATTLING FOR HIS LIFE AFTER A BURST APPENDIX AND COMPLICATIONS; 

JEANNE, KNEE SURGERY 

SOUP MINISTRY 

OUR GOVERNMENT 

PRAYERS FOR UNITY 

 

Almighty and eternal God, you give strength to the weary and new courage to those 
who have lost heart. Heal the sick, comfort the dying, give safety to travelers, free 
those unjustly deprived of liberty, and deliver your world from falsehood, hunger, 
and disease. Hear the prayers of all who call on you in any trouble, that they may have 
the joy of receiving your help in their need. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 


