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P-PASTOR, L-LITURGIST, BOLD-ALL

GATHERING

PREPARATORY PRAYER (prayed upon entering the sanctuary) Holy God, we praise
you. Keep us watchful for Christ’s coming, enliven our hope, and support us through

the birth pangs of your new creation, that we may welcome you with songs of praise.
Amen.

PRELUDE Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus arr. Renee Gardner, Tune: Hyfrydol
by Rowland H. Prichard

INTROIT Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus

ANNOUNCEMENTS/PASSING OF FRIENDSHIP PADS/SESSION SHARING

We stand.

CALL TO WORSHIP (INSPIRED BY LLUKE 1:46-55)

L Our souls magnify the Lord, and our spirits rejoice in God our Savior. God

has looked with favor on the lowliness of God’s servant.

God’s mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation.
God has shown strength with God’s arm. God has scattered the
proud in the thoughts of their hearts.

God has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the
lowly; God has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away

empty.

Come, for God is doing a new thing! Come, let us worship God!

GATHERING HYMN To God be the Glory GTG 634
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1 To God  be the glo - ry; great things he has done!
2 Great things he has taught us; great things he has done,




So loved he the world that he gave us  his Son,
and great our re - joic - ing through Je - sus the Son;
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but pur - er and high - er and great - er will be
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and o - pened the life - gate that  all may go n.
our won - der, our trans-port, when Je - sus we  see.
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ﬁ - IJ i ® od N -~ S——-— LA
Dy | I || I = = 1Y &7
B [V T I T [ 1y o -l T
L] T 1 I | = | 1T
\ \ | I ‘
b4 I:’J LI T | s | I I y I T + I
g b [V 1 | 1 I ﬁ I 1 |
| o Wl —1 1 I I |
& —— E— : p- i o g
o Bt # 5 0 s r
who vyield - ed his life an a - tone-ment for sin,
but pur - er and high - er and great - er will be

and
our won - der,

o - pened the

life - gate that  all may go in.
our trans-port, when Je - sus we see,
. - .




Refrain

i~ | — | o~
#EEE&'—‘ ) 4' 7 T _4_|‘5—
D FE ' o ' o o o o o
oJ
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord; let the earth hear his voice!
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Praise the Lord, praise the Lord; let the peo - ple re - joice!
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and give him the glo - ry: great things he has done!
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CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON

P

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose home

is heaven and earth, whose salvation is sure. Amen.
Let us confess our sin before God and one another. (brief silence for reflection)

Long-expected God, you come in power to rule all nations. We confess
we haven’t expected your kingdom, living casually, ignoring your
judgment. We accept lies, exploit others, harm the earth, and refuse
your justice and peace. Forgive us in your mercy. Grant wisdom to

welcome your way and seek enduring things when Christ judges the
world. Amen.
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Lord, . . . . have  mer - cy:
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A Ky-n - e e - le - 1-son: Lord, have mer - cy.
Lord, . . . . have mer - cy:
P God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God’s own

righteousness. *F You are freed and forgiven, saved by grace, and ready to
welcome the Savior. Amen.

GLORIA (omitted in Advent)

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P We pray: Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and
strengthen our faith in your coming, that, transformed by grace, we may
walk in your way; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

CANDLE-LIGHTING LITANY & HYMN

L God our life and our breath. We witness your coming in the humility of
service, and in the poor and marginalized.

(the candle is lit as we sing v. 1 throngh 6 of O Come, O Come Emmanuel)
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1 O come, O come, Em - man - u - el and ran - som
2 O come, thou Wis-dom from on high, who or-derest
3 O come, O come thou Lord of might, who to thy
4 O come, thou Root of Jes - se, free thine own from
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all things might - i - ly: to us the path of knowl -edge
tribes on  Si - nai’s height in an - cient times didst give the
Sa - tan’s tyr - an - ny; from depths of hell thy peo - ple
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here un - til the Son of God ap - pear.
show; and teach us in her ways to go. S .
. . Re-joice! Re-joice!
law in cloud and maj-es - ty and awe.
save and give them vic-tory o'er the grave.

Em - man -

5 O come, thou Key of David, come,
and open wide our heavenly home;
make safe the way that leads on high,
and close the path to misery.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.

u - el shall come to thee, O Is -

6 O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer
our spirits by thine advent here;
disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
and death’s dark shadows put to flight.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.

WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

L We pray: Holy Spirit, illumine for us this Word, that the message of

the Gospel may come to us in power. Amen.

We sit.
FIRST READING

L 1'The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall rejoice and
blossom; like the crocus 2it shall blossom abundantly and rejoice with joy and
shouting. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and
Sharon. They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God.

3 Strengthen the weak hands and make firm the feeble knees.* Say to those

Isaiah 35:1-10
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who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will
come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.”

>Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be
opened; ¢ then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless
sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness and streams in the
desert; 7 the burning sand shall become a pool and the thirsty ground springs
of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp; the grass shall become
reeds and rushes. 8 A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy
Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people; no
traveler, not even fools, shall go astray.  No lion shall be there, nor shall any
ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed
shall walk there. 1 And the ransomed of the Lord shall return and come to
Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain
joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM (used as Call to Worship)

SECOND READING James 5:7-10

L

We rise.

7 Be patient, therefore, brothers and sisters, until the coming of the Lord. The
farmer waits for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it
receives the early and the late rains. 8 You also must be patient. Strengthen
your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. ® Brothers and sisters, do not
grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is
standing at the doors! 19 As an example of suffering and patience, brothers and
sisters, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION



—1 T T i ~
. I | > | | |
M&r_—"; D I 1 b [ o I
'y) | —— ¢ r 19{
Al - le - lu - ia Lord, to whom shall we go?
4 R — | e — I I
| . 11 I : i f . =| | | | 1 j - ‘i. al -
Py ——ag—H P —\/i hd
Al - le - lu - ia. You have the words of e - ter - nal life.
e e B
S 72— — - p— L ————— »-
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GOSPEL Matthew 11:2-11

P

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew, the 11t chapter:
Glory to you, O Lord.

2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his
disciples 3 and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait
for another?” 4 Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and
see: > the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, those with a skin disease are
cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news
brought to them. ¢ And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.”

7 As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John:
“What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the
wind? 8 What, then, did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes?
Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. ? What, then, did you go
out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10 This is the
one about whom it is written,

‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way
before you.’

11 <Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater
than John the Baptist, yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than
he.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
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We sit.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

SERMON

We rise.

SERMON HYMN

“Love on Pause!”

There is a place of Quiet Rest

Pr. J. David Bryant

Pr. J. David Bryant

GTG 824
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1 There is a place of qui - et rest, near to the heart of God,
2 There is a place of com-fort sweet, near to the heart of God,
3 There is a place of full re - lease, near to the heart of God,
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a place where we our Sav - ior meet, near to the heart of God.
a place where all is joy and peace, near to the heart of God.
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THE APOSTLE’S CREED

L

Together with the whole church in Christ Jesus, let us confess our faith.

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; And
in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell; the third day He
rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to
judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy
catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the

+ resurrection of the body; and the life evetlasting. Amen.

We stand.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

P

In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting
your promise to renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation.

(brief silence) God of power and mercy, we praise you for Jesus and his acts of
healing and liberation. Lead us to proclaim the good news from generation to
generation, that all may place their hope in you. God of grace, hear our

prayer.

When lands are parched and dry, bring rain and snow; where wilderness is
barren, sow seeds of life. Fill the lands with trees that grow, plants that flower,
and creatures that thrive, as nature proclaims the wonder of your works. God
of grace, hear our prayer.

When there is injustice or corruption among nations and leaders, root it out.
Turn their attention to inequity and the cries of the poor. Instill a deeper sense
of compassion and care in all who govern. God of grace, hear our prayer.

When bodies weaken, and hearts grow fearful, speak your blessing. We pray
especially for those on our prayer list and those we name now. (Pazuse) In
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uncertain times, remind us of the promise spoken to our ancestors in faith.
God of grace, hear our prayer.

When people are imprisoned or held captive, break the chains and offer
release. Strengthen the work of the church in restorative justice, breaking
cycles of poverty, and welcoming the stranger. God of grace, hear our prayer.

As we await your coming, we give thanks for the faithful who have lived and
died in faith especially Mary Lou Bennett. May their boldness of faith inspire
our witness and work. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of joy, each week we come ever closer to you. We feel our hearts
quickening with excitement at the approach of Jesus’ birth. May our souls
magnify you, as Mary’s did. May our lives point to yours, as John’s did. May
we remain patient, listening for your Word and your Spirit, even as we prepare
for the Christmas celebration. With hope, peace, joy, and love, we pray.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

L The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

INTERLUDE

OFFERTORY

We are called to love one another as God loves us—all of us. Those who are
nothing like us, those who live somewhere else, those who are undeserving in
our eyes. Let us give freely as God freely gives to us.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Carol For Adpent Text: Nancy Price and Don Besig

Music: Don Besig

We stand.
DOXOLOGY
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We stand.
OFFERTORY PRAYER

L We pray: Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have
given to us. Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but
on you, who richly provides for us. Multiply what we have gathered to bless
all who are suffering and in need, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER (SUNG TO THE HAAS TUNE)

P As Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray:
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dai - Iy bread. For - give  us our  sins iz we for-give

those who sin & - gainst  us Save uws  from the
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SENDING
CHARGE AND BENDICTION

P May God who comes among us, Father, *+ Son, and Holy Spirit, grant you
patience in waiting, peace in the darkness, and good news to share today and
always. Amen.
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SENDING HYMN

Rejoice, the Lord is King!

GTG 363
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1 Re - joice, the Lord is King! Your Lord and King a - dore!
2 Our Sav - ior, Je - sus, reigns, the God of truth and love;
3 His king-dom can - not fail; he rules oer earth and heaven;
4 Re -joice in glo-rious hope! For Christ, the Judge, shall come
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when he had purged our stains, he took his seat a - bove.
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and gath - er all  the saints to their e - ter - nal  home.
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DISMISSAL

L Go in peace. Sharing God’s grace. Thanks be to God.
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POSTLUDE Journey to Bethlehem by Edward Broughton

Leading Worship: Rev. Pr. . David Bryant, Minister; Rachel Poppell,
Liturgist; Leah Metzger, Accompanist & Director

Administration-Bobby Harper, Michael McMillan
Christian Education-Martha Davis
Congregational Care-Nancy Bell
Fellowship-Juanita Ratliff
Mission/Outreach-Jamie Poppell

Worship/Music-Zachary Wiggins
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Notes & Announcements

The alter FLOWERS are given by Ron and Margaret Poppell for our
special blessings, Our granddaughters... Priscilla, Vivian, Elliott, and
Birdie Kay!

Our Lead Presbyvter, the Rev. Dr. David Rollins, will be with us Sunday, 12/21. He
will be preaching during worship and will join us for our Christmas Cantata. Let us
oet to know him and give him a warm FPC welcome.

e Advent Evening Prayer Sun, Dec 14" at 6 pm
e Session Meeting Tues, Dec 16™ at 5:30 pm
e Fellowship Christmas Supper Wed, Dec 17" at 5:45 pm

e Ushers for December 21st: Jeanne Hilgendorf, Warren Hilgendorf, and
Dianna Sandonato

e Liturgist for December 21st: Dianna Sandonato

e [FPC website www.firstpresperry.org

e Send prayer requests to praver(@firstpresperry.org or contact Jeanne
Hilgendorf

Join us Next Sunday, December 21* for the Christmas Program at 6 pm.
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about:blank
about:blank

Dear First Presbyterian Church Family,

I want to express my heartfelt gratitude for the privilege of completing
my internship among you. Thank you for opening your doors, your
lives, and your hearts to me throughout this season of learning and

growth. I am especially grateful for the guidance of the leadership and

for every conversation, prayer, and moment of support offered along
the way. You have helped shape my formation in ways I will carry into
the future of my ministry.
Thank you for being a community of grace and for allowing me to walk
this part of the journey with you. I will continue to hold you in prayer.

Sincerely,

Jamie Poppell
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FPC PRAYER LIST
TOGETHER, WE PRAY FOR:
HOMEBOUND
RON POPPELL, ALICE FARRELL, MARGIE RAWLS

COMMUNITY

NICOLE & ASHLEY, (STEVE BROWN, NANCY BELL, MARTHA DAVIS, CHRISTINE LUTZ )
REHAB

OTHER

POLLY KINCAID, WELCOME BACK TO CHURCH IN PERSON,; FAMILY OF MARY LOU
BENNETT; FAMILY OF JUDY NEAL; MIKE’S MOM; KEITH’S MoM; CHUCK AND
PEGGY ECKEL; ERIC RATLIFF CONTINUED HEALING; DIANNA’S GRANDSON MICHAEL.
BATTLING FOR HIS LIFE AFTER A BURST APPENDIX AND COMPLICATIONS; JEANNE,
KNEE SURGERY

SOUP MINISTRY
OUR GOVERNMENT
PRAYERS FOR UNITY

Almighty and eternal God, you give strength to the weary and new courage to
those who have lost heart. Heal the sick, comfort the dying, give safety to
travelers, free those unjustly deprived of liberty, and deliver your world from
falsehood, hunger, and disease. Hear the prayers of all who call on you in any
trouble, that they may have the joy of receiving your help in their need. We ask
this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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