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P-PASTOR, L-LITURGIST, BOLD-ALL 

GATHERING 

PREPARATORY PRAYER (prayed upon entering the sanctuary) Holy God, we praise 
you. Keep us watchful for Christ’s coming, enliven our hope, and support us through 
the birth pangs of your new creation, that we may welcome you with songs of praise. 
Amen. 
 
PRELUDE        "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel"                Based on Veni Emmanuel 
                                                                                                  adapted from Plainsong 
 
INTROIT    "Advent Gathering" 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/PASSING OF FRIENDSHIP PADS/SESSION SHARING 

We stand. 

CALL TO WORSHIP             (BASED UPON PSALM 80) 

L  O Lord, the Great Shepherd of your people—we come to worship you, 
seeking your tender care. 
 
Lead us, Good Shepherd, into the path of your fullness of life, through 
your justice, peace, and joy. 
 
O God, the Father of us all, we are aware that we have failed to worship and 
serve you as we should. 
 
Come to us, Restoring Lord, with your forgiveness; and bind us to 
yourself as your belovèd children. 
 
May the radiant light of God’s face shine upon us as we come to worship the 
God of light and mercy. 
 
As we receive the light of your presence, O God, may our prayers and 
our worship be acceptable to you. 
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GATHERING HYMN     O Lord, How Shall I Meet You   GTG 104 
 

 
CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
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P  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose home 

is heaven and earth, whose salvation is sure. Amen. 

 Let us confess our sin before God and one another.  (brief silence for reflection) 

Christ, Lover of all who struggle, you come in power to rule all nations. 
We confess we haven’t expected your kingdom, living casually, 
ignoring your judgment. We accept lies, exploit others, harm the earth, 
and refuse your justice and peace. Forgive us in your mercy. Grant 
wisdom to welcome your way and seek enduring things when Christ 
judges the world. Amen. 

 

KYRIE          

 

 
P God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God’s own 

righteousness. ☩ You are freed and forgiven, saved by grace, and ready to 
welcome the Savior. Amen. 

 

GLORIA               (omitted in Advent) 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
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P  We pray:  Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant 
grace and might, free us from the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we 
may receive your promises, for you live and reign with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

CANDLE-LIGHTING LITANY & HYMN 
 

L   Behold, God will come with all the saints surrounding, and on that day, 
there will be a great light, alleluia! 

 
(the candle is lit as we sing v. 1 through 7 of O Come, O Come Emmanuel) 
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WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

L  We pray: Holy Spirit, illumine for us this Word, that the message of 
the Gospel may come to us in power. Amen. 

We sit. 
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FIRST READING   Isaiah 7:10-16 

 

L 10 The Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11 “Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it 

be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I 

will not put the Lord to the test.” 13 Then Isaiah said, “Hear then, O house of 
David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals that you weary my God 

also? 14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young 

woman is with child and shall bear a son and shall name him Immanuel. 15 He 
shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and 

choose the good. 16 For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and 
choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be 
deserted.” 
 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM    (used as Call to Worship) 
 

SECOND READING  Romans 1:1-7 

L 1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel 

of God, 2 which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy 

scriptures, 3 the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from David 

according to the flesh 4 and was declared to be Son of God with power 
according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ 

our Lord, 5 through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring 
about the obedience of faith among all the gentiles for the sake of his 

name, 6 including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 
 

  7 To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: 
  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

  
 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 
We rise. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL Matthew 1:18-25 

 
P The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew, the 1st chapter: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother 
Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was 

found to be pregnant from the Holy Spirit. 19 Her husband Joseph, being a 
righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to 

divorce her quietly. 20 But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the 
Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be 
afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the 

Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will 

save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what had been 
spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 

 23 “Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and give birth to a son, and they 
shall name him Emmanuel,” 

which means, “God is with us.” 24 When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as 

the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife 25 but had no 
marital relations with her until she had given birth to a son, and he named him 
Jesus. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

We sit. 
CHILDREN’S SERMON      Pr. J. David Bryant 
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SERMON               "God With Us"       Rev. Dr. David Rollins. 

 
 
We rise. 

SERMON HYMN     My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout  GTG 100 
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THE NICENE CREED 
  
L  Let us profess the faith, saying: We believe in one God, the Father, 

the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true 
God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he 
came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 
Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he 
rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 
end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is 
worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one 
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baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the ☩ resurrection of 
the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
We stand. 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

 

P In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your 
promise to renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation. 

L (brief silence) Prepare our hearts for your arrival. Stir our spirits with gifts from 
artists, musicians, poets, and preachers as we proclaim your advent. God of 
grace, hear our prayer. 

 
As the earth sings of the Messiah’s coming, fill our hearts with wonder as 
heaven and nature announce this holy birth. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 
You send your saving grace and peace to the nations. Lead us in the pursuit of 
justice and caring for the common good. May we encounter the Christ-child 
we seek in the faces of our neighbors. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
When grief, exhaustion, loneliness, or pain overwhelm us, come to our aid. 
Support all who are anxious, battling depression, or ill, especially those on our 
prayer list and those named now. (pause) God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 
Surround expectant parents and those experiencing infant loss with supportive 
communities. Bless young children and new parents. Guide us in ways that 
ensure safety for all children and their caregivers. God of grace, hear our 
prayer. 
 
We give thanks for all who treasured the gospel and served faithfully. 
Strengthen our journeys until your face shines upon us and we are held in your 
love. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 
P God of joy, each week draw us close to you, so we feel excitement for Jesus’ 

birth. May our souls magnify you as Mary’s, and our lives point to yours like 
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John’s. Help us stay patient, listening for your Word and Spirit as we prepare 
for Christmas. With hope, peace, joy, and love, we pray. Amen. 

SHARING OF THE PEACE  

L The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

INTERLUDE 

 
EUCHARIST 

We sit. 
OFFERTORY  

 
L Like Joseph, we bring our gifts and lay down our plans, trusting that your 

Spirit can shape our offering into something greater than we imagined. Let 
these gifts and our lives be signs of obedience, humility, and hope. 

 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM  "Mary Did You Know"                     Soloist: Elena Torres 
                                                                                                     Words by Mark Lowry 
                                                                                                     Music by Buddy Greene 
We stand. 
DOXOLOGY       

 
 
 
We stand. 
OFFERTORY PRAYER  
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L We pray: Loving God, thank you for your grace and love. As we share and 
give, may your love be shown in our lives, others', and the world. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE 

P  There is a place for you at the table of God. Come, receive the food that 
does not perish, a taste of life eternal. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P  The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

  Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and 
praise. 

 It is our duty and delight that we should everywhere and always offer thanks 
and praise to you, O God, through Jesus who calls us to follow his way of 
humble service and love, and so with church on earth, all creation and the 
host of heaven we praise your name, and join their unending hymn: 
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You are indeed holy, gracious and merciful God; everything is filled with your 
glory. We give you thanks for your promise and presence, which have sustained 
the faithful in this and every generation. Above all, we give you thanks for Jesus, 
born of Mary, who in word and deed announced your gentle rule of justice, 
reconciliation and peace. 

 
On the night of his betrayal our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks; broke 
it and gave it to his disciples saying: “Take and eat; this is my body given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 
After supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying: 
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all the people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 
Remembering his command, to love one another, his life and death, his 
resurrection and his ascension, we pray for his coming again, even as we 
proclaim: 

 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

Send now, we pray your Holy Spirit, that this bread and wine might be for us, 

the ☩ Body and Blood of your Son, our Savior, Jesus the Christ; and grant that 

by this token of your love, the fullness of all your promises may come to us 

and your whole creation. This we pray through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

our friend. Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  (sung to the Haas tune)  

P  As Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray: 
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BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

P   The gifts of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.  

 

 
We sit. 
LAMB OF GOD 
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DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION  

P    Come for all is now ready. 

Gluten-free options are available. Please ask Pr. Bryant as you approach the chancel. 

COMMUNION SOLO      "King of Kings"    Hillsong Worship 

 

 

 
We stand. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

L  We pray: Hear us, O God, as you have nourished us with this holy food. 

Through the cross of your Son, you have restored us to life. Bring us to the 

glory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns forever. Amen. 

 

SENDING  

CHARGE AND BENDICTION 
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P May God who comes among us, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, grant you 
patience in waiting, peace in the darkness, and good news to share today and 
always. Amen. 

 
 
SENDING HYMN            On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry   GTG 96 
 

 

DISMISSAL  

L Go in peace. Keep awake. Thanks be to God.  



18 
 

 
POSTLUDE    "Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence"   Eugene Butler Quoting the French 
                                                                                                     carol PICARDY 
 

 

 

Leading Worship: Rev. Pr.  J. David Bryant, Minister; Dianna Sandonato, 
Liturgist; Leah Metzger, Accompanist & Director 
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     Notes & Announcements 

 
• Christmas Treat Bags Stuffing Mon, Dec 22nd at 9 am 

• No Fellowship Super Wed, Dec 24th  

• Christmas Eve Service Wed, Dec 24th at 6 pm 

•  Office Closed Dec, 25th   

• No Sunday School Sun, Dec 28th 

• Ushers for December 28th: Jeanne Hilgendorf, Warren Hilgendorf, and 

Dianna Sandonato 

• Liturgist for December 28th: Shona Whiddon 

• FPC website www.firstpresperry.org 

• Send prayer requests to prayer@firstpresperry.org or contact Jeanne 
Hilgendorf 

 
  

about:blank
about:blank
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FPC PRAYER LIST 

TOGETHER, WE PRAY FOR: 

HOMEBOUND 

RON POPPELL, ALICE FARRELL, MARGIE RAWLS 

 

COMMUNITY 

NICOLE & ASHLEY, (STEVE BROWN, NANCY BELL, MARTHA DAVIS, CHRISTINE LUTZ ) 

REHAB 

OTHER 

POLLY KINCAID, WELCOME BACK TO CHURCH IN PERSON; FAMILY OF MARY LOU 

BENNETT; FAMILY OF JUDY NEAL; MIKE’S MOM; KEITH’S MOM; CHUCK AND 

PEGGY ECKEL; ERIC RATLIFF CONTINUED HEALING; DIANNA’S GRANDSON MICHAEL. 

BATTLING FOR HIS LIFE AFTER A BURST APPENDIX AND COMPLICATIONS; JEANNE, 

KNEE SURGERY 

SOUP MINISTRY 

OUR GOVERNMENT 

PRAYERS FOR UNITY 

 

Almighty and eternal God, you give strength to the weary and new courage to 

those who have lost heart. Heal the sick, comfort the dying, give safety to 

travelers, free those unjustly deprived of liberty, and deliver your world from 

falsehood, hunger, and disease. Hear the prayers of all who call on you in any 

trouble, that they may have the joy of receiving your help in their need. We ask 

this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Dear First Presbyta 


