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P-PASTOR, L-LITURGIST, BOLD-ALL

GATHERING

PREPARATORY PRAYER (prayed upon entering the sanctuary) Merciful God, help
me to live in a way that glorifies you, and only you. Through Jesus Christ.
Amen.

PRELUDE  Come, Holy Spirit - Words and music by William ]. And Gloria Gaither Arr. Fred Bock
INTROIT  Come, Holy Spirit, Come By Michael Bedford

ANNOUNCEMENTS/PASSING OF FRIENDSHIP PADS/SESSION SHARING

We stand.
CALL TO WORSHIP (BASED ON PSALM 104)
L Power and might and majesty belong to God who created and is creating.

Thanks be to God for God’s mighty wonders.
Who are we, that God should pay attention to us?

We are God’s beloved children, the stewards whom God has selected to
care for God’s world.

GATHERING HYMN There’s a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place GTG 408
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Refrain:

Sweet Holy Spirit, sweet heavenly Dove,

stay right here with us, filling us with your love;

and for these blessings we lift our hearts in praise;
without a doubt we’ll know that we have been revived
when we shall leave this place.

CONFESSION

P In the name of the Father, the F Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.



Sovereign God, in baptism you called us to turn from sin and to turn to Jesus
Christ, but we stray from his ways and do not heed your call. (S7ence) Lord,
have mercy. Christ, have mercy.

In baptism, you join us to Christ in his death that we might be raised with
Christ in new life; but we cherish old ways and fail to embrace the risen life of
righteousness, justice, and love. (S#ence) Lord, have mercy. Christ, have
mercy.

In baptism, you unite us with all the baptized who confess your name, but we
foster division in the church. We refuse to live as one people and so fail to
witness to your reconciling love before the world. ($7ence) Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.

In baptism, you call us to ministry in all realms of life, but we refuse the
struggle to know your will. We do not nurture the ways of peace; we allow
enmity to grow among us, setting neighbor against neighbor and nation
against nation. We abuse the earth you entrust to our care and live in discord
with all you have made. ($7ence) Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.

In baptism, you sent us to serve with compassion all for whom Christ died,
but we ignore the suffering of the oppressed and the plight of the poor. We
take bread from the hungry and stop our ears to cries for justice. (S7lence) Lord,
have mercy. Christ, have mercy.

In baptism, you gave us the Holy Spirit to teach and guide us, but we rely on
ourselves and refuse to trust your direction. We spurn your eternal wisdom,
preferring instead the luring ways of the world. (§z/ence) Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy on us.

Remember the promises you made to us in baptism, forgive our sinful ways
and heal our brokenness. Set us free from all that enslaves us, and raise
us to new life in Jesus Christ, that we may be your faithful servants,
showing forth your healing love to the world, to the glory of your holy
name. Amen.



ASSURANCE OF PARDON

P Hear the good news: Who can condemn? Only Christ, and Christ died for us,
Christ rose for us, Christ lives in power for us, Christ prays for us. Anyone
who is in Christ is of the New Creation. The old life is finished, gone. Behold,
new life has begun. Brothers and Sisters, believe the good news: + In Jesus
Christ, we are forgiven. Amen.

Refrain
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this ho - ly house, for all who  wor-ship and praise,

we may live out ... .. truth and  jus-tice and grace,
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GLORIA (Shared PCUSA-EILLCA resource)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P We pray: God our creator, the resurrection of your Son offers life to all the
peoples of earth. By your Holy Spirit, kindle in us the fire of your love,
empowering our lives for service and our tongues for praise, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (SUNG, SPIRIT OF GOD, UNSEEN)

L Seeking the Holy Spirit’s wisdom, we pray:

[1.2 | [fast time |
m L I’T . . Fine

1 You spoke to  us long, long a - go, gave us the writ-ten word;
2 With-out your help we fail our Lord, we can-not live his way;
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we read it still, need-ing its truth, throughit God’s voice is heard.

we need your power, we need your strength, fol - low-ing Christ each day.

We sit.
FIRST READING Acts 2:1-21

L 1'When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one
place. 2 And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a
violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. > Divided
tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of
them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in

other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.
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>Now there were devout Jews from every people under heaven living in
Jerusalem. ¢ And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered,
because each one heard them speaking in the native language of

each. 7 Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are
speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native
language? ° Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea
and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 1Y Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the
parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and
proselytes, ' Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them
speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12 All were amazed and perplexed,
saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13 But others sneered and said,
“They are filled with new wine.”

14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them,
“Fellow Jews and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen
to what I say. 1> Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine
o’clock in the morning. 1© No, this is what was spoken through the prophet
Joel:

17“In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon
all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young
men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams.

18 Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out
my Spirit, and they shall prophesy. 1 And I will show portents in the heaven
above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 20 The
sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of
the Lord’s great and glorious day. 2! Then everyone who calls on the name of

the Lord shall be saved.” ”

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM (used as Call to Worship)
SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13
L 3bNo one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. * Now there are

varieties of gifts but the same Spirit, > and there are varieties of services but the
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same Lord, ¢and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who
activates all of them in everyone. 7 To each is given the manifestation of the
Spirit for the common good. 8 To one is given through the Spirit the utterance
of wisdom and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same
Spirit, ? to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the
one Spirit, 10 to another the working of powerful deeds, to another prophecy,
to another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to
another the interpretation of tongues. 1! All these are activated by one and the
same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses.

12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of
the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in the one
Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—
and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

We rise.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
0 . ‘
% - - s
Al-le -lu - ia. Lord, to  whom shall we go? You have the
GOSPEL John 20:19-23

P The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John the 20t chapter:
Glory to you, O Lord.



19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors
were locked where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and
stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20 After he said this, he
showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they
saw the Lord. 2! Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father
has sent me, so I send you.” 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them
and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any,
they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

We sit.
CHILDREN’S SERMON

SERMON

We stand.
SERMON HYMN

Refrain D

“Losers”

Spirit of Gentleness

Pr. J. David Bryant

Pr. J. David Bryant

GTG 291
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THE APOSTLES CREED

L Let us profess the faith, saying: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;
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who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he
descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he
ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father
Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I
believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the + resurrection of the body; and the
life everlasting. Amen.

We stand.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

P

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken
wortld, let us pray for the needs of all creation.

(brief silence) O God, you send the Holy Spirit to gather your church into one.
Inspire all ministers of the gospel to speak prophetic and hope-filled words to
all whom they encounter. Bless the work of interreligious dialogue. Merciful
God, receive our prayer.

You send the Holy Spirit to renew the face of the earth. Protect all living
things, bring forth clean water and abundant food, and grant us wonder as we
contemplate all you have made. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

You send the Holy Spirit to break down the barriers of communication
among nations. Bestow peace in war-torn areas, guide all in government and
soclety to work for justice, and guard those serving in the armed forces,
especially this weekend as we remember those who died in service to their
country. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

You send the Holy Spirit to accompany those who feel abandoned. Provide
food for those who hunger and drink for those who thirst, soothe those who
are anxious or bereaved, comfort those who are sick or suffering, and answer
all who call upon your name especially those on our prayer list and those we
name before you now. (pause). Merciful God, receive our prayer.
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You send the Holy Spirit through the gift of baptism. Bless both those
preparing for baptism and those reaffirming their baptism. May they be
encouraged by this community of faith as they live out their baptismal
promises. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

You send the Holy Spirit to console us in our grief. We give thanks to you for
our ancestors in the faith, whose witness to your mighty works continues to
inspire our lives. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

P Holy One, you sent your Spirit to lead us in the paths of peace. Breathe into
us the voice of prophecy. Breathe into us the power of forgiveness. Breathe
into us the gifts of ministry, that we may serve your people; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE PEACE

L The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you.

INTERLUDE

EUCHARIST

We sit.

OFFERTORY

L Pentecost people! We have received gifts too numerous to count. Now we

have a chance to give with a cheerful heart filled with thanks and joy. Your
offering enables this church to be a generous, Spirit-empowered presence in
this community and the world—to reach out with passionate commitment and
bring the wind and fire of the Spirit to a people and a world that so
desperately need it.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Fill Me, Lord By Jan R. Esterline Arr. Sally K. Albrecht

We stand.
DOXOLOGY

13
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

L We pray: For all you have given, for all we have received, we give you thanks.
We bring before you our gifts of substance and the gift of our lives. We bring
our passion and joy and surprise, our visions and dreams. May they refresh
and enliven our church and community, as the wind of your Spirit did long

ago. Amen.
INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE

This is the table, not of First Presbyterian Church but of Jesus Christ. It is
made ready for those who love God and wish to love God more. So come,
you who have much faith and you who have little; you who have been here
often and you who have not been for a long time or ever before; you who
have tried to follow and you who have failed. Come, not because the Church
invites you; it is Christ who invites you to be known and fed here.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

P

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ. Fulfilling the promise of the resurrection, you pour out
the fire of your Spirit, uniting in one body people of every nation and tongue.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and
archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:

o 4 — ~—
san - na, ho - san - na, ho - san - na in the high
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est. Bless-ed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-

: . —
san - na, ho - san - ma, ho - san - na in the high - est.

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal: you we praise and glorify, you
we worship and adore. You formed the earth from chaos; you encircled the
globe with air; you created fire for warmth and light; you nourish the lands
with water. You molded us in your image, and with mercy higher than the
mountains, with grace deeper than the seas, you blessed the Israelites and
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cherished them as your own. That also we, estranged and dying, might be
adopted to live in your Spirit, you called to us through the life and death of
Jesus.

On the night of his betrayal onr Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks; broke it and gave it
to his disciples saying: “Take and eat; this is my body given for you. Do this for the

remembrance of me.”

After supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying: “This cup is
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all the people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this

for the remembrance of me.”

Praise to you, Lord Jesus: Dying, you destroyed our death; rising, you
restored our life. Lord Jesus, come in glory.

With this bread and cup, we remember your Son, the firstborn of your new
creation. We remember his life lived for others, and his death and
resurrection, which renews the face of the earth. We await his coming,
when, with the world made perfect through your wisdom, all our sins and
sorrows will be no more. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, holy and merciful one, holy and compassionate, *+ send upon us
and + this meal your Holy Spirit, whose breath revives us for life, whose fire
rouses us to love. Enfold in your arms all who share this holy food. Nurture in
us the fruits of the Spirit, that we may be a living tree, sharing your bounty
with all the world. Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

Holy and benevolent God, receive our praise and petitions, as Jesus received
the cry of the needy, and fill us with your blessing, until, needy no longer and
bound to you in love, we feast forever in the triumph of the L.amb: through
whom all glory and honor is yours, O God, O Living One, with the Holy
Spirit, in your holy church, now and forever. Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER (spoken)

P As Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray: Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory, forever. Amen.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD
P The gifts of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

We sit.
LAMB OF GOD
04 8 o
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Lamb of God, you take a-waythe sin  of the world; have

mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-waythe sin of the

world; have mer - cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin  of the

world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

P Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord.

Gluten-free options are available. Please ask Pr. Bryant as yon approach the chancel.

COMMUNION MUSIC  Here as in Heaven By Elevation Worship

We stand.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
17



L We pray: Thank you, gracious God, for life in Jesus Christ, and for your Spirit
among us. Help us walk in the Lord’s Way, serving all in love for God’s glory.
Amen.

SENDING
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

P God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of

the dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, + bless you now and forever.
Amen!

SENDING HYMN Spirit of the Living God GTG 288
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DISMISSAL

L Go in peace. Empowered by the Spirit. Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE Breathe On Me — B.B. McKinney Arr. Fred Bock

Leading Worship: Rev. Pr. J. David Bryant, Minister; Katie King, Liturgist;
Leah Metzger, Accompanist & Director

2026 Session Members
Clerk of Session Juanita Ratliff
Admin Paul Wiggins-Bobby
Harper
Fellowship Michael McMillan
Christian Education Jamie Poppell
Care Martha Davis
Mission-Outreach Dianna Sandonato
Finance Stan Whiddon
Worship Zach Wiggins

Notes & Announcements
e Office Closed on May 25"
e Ushers for May 31°: Warren Gregory, Zack Wiggins, Paul Wiggins,

Steve Brown
e Liturgist for May 31°" Jaime Poppell
e Communion Servers: Chuck and Peggy Eckle

e ['PC website www.firstpresperry.org

e Send prayer requests to praver(@firstpresperry.org or contact Jeanne
Hilgendorf
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FPC PRAYER LIST
TOGETHER, WE PRAY FOR:

HOMEBOUND
RoON PorPELL, ALICE FARRELL
LIFT UP IN PRAYER
MIKE KNOW1.ES, HEART; DON & MARGE YOUNG, HEAI.TH; AI.AN SADILER, HEART;
W AYNE RATLIFF, HEART; MITCHELL WORTHY, EXAMS; EIL.MER COKER, HEAILTH- HOSPICE,
BILL KERR, HEALTH; STEPHEN SEECHRAN, HIS NIECE- HEALTH
OUR FELLOWSHIP
CHERYL GREGORY; RECOVERING AT HOME
SouUP MINISTRY

PRAYERS FOR UNITY

Almighty and eternal God, you give strength to the weary and new courage to those who
have lost heart. Heal the sick, comfort the dying, give safety to travelers, free those unjustly
deprived of liberty, and deliver your world from falsehood, hunger, and disease. Hear the
prayers of all who call on you in any trouble, that they may have the joy of receiving your
help in their need. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen
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